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We Celebrate 
The Wonder 
Of Water
By Carol l. allen

It goes without saying that water 
is probably our most important re-
source. It is, obviously, for the sur-
vival of all living things, and when 
we are threatened with extreme 
drought conditions — especially in 
the Southwest —  the treasured com-
modity becomes even more precious.

Besides the basic need of it for 
physical survival, water can probably 
be considered vital for our emotional 
survival as well — at least for many.

We fish in it. We boat on it. We 
recreate around it. We meditate by it. 
We dream beside it. We look beyond 
it to try to see and understand the far 
shores of life’s mysteries.

However, water is also just plain 
fun. Locally, one of the most popu-
lar bodies of water is Lake Pleasant. 
It is easily accessible to many in the 
Phoenix area and offers many ac-
tivities from fishing and boating to 
family friendly activities to extreme 
watersports.  Combined with great 
RV amenities, this is a definite “must 
visit” on your bucket list.

So, whatever your relationship 
WATER, continued on page 18
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GIVING FOR A LIFETIME

Lifetime Or Pioneer Licenses 
May Be The Perfect Gift

If you are looking for 
a meaningful gift for 
Mothers and/or Fathers 
Day, this may be it.
What Is Arizona’s Lifetime 
License Program?

Arizona’s lifetime general hunting and 
fishing license program is a unique oppor-
tunity for resident sportsmen and sports-
women to participate in the long-term 
funding of Arizona’s Wildlife Conservation 
programs. The dollars derived from the sale 
of these special licenses will be deposited 

into the established Arizona Wildlife En-
dowment Fund from which only the interest 
accrued will be used for management pro-
grams. Therefore, your lifetime license dol-
lars today will work for wildlife for many 
years to come. 

What Does This License 
Do For You?

As a purchaser or recipient of a lifetime 
license, you will be entitled to hunt and fish 
in Arizona for your lifetime, even if you 
move out of state. You can always come 
home to Arizona to hunt and fish no matter 
where you live. There will no longer be the 

LICENSES, continued on page 18

Just forty five minutes from down-
town Phoenix, Pleasant Harbor, located 
on the southeastern shores of Lake Pleas-
ant, serves as a one-stop recreation spot for 
lakeside fun and a safe outing during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Activities Abound
Pleasant Harbor is open to the public 

365 days a year, and features Dillon’s Bay-
ou restaurant, sailing, boat and Jet Ski rent-
als, kayaks, and paddle boards, fly board-
ing, slip rentals and storage, as well as a 
full-service RV resort with 254 spaces, with 
full hook-ups.  The RV resort also features a 
clubhouse, store and heated pool. 

Did we mention, Pleasant Harbor is 
home to the World’s Largest Floating Wa-

LIFE, continued on page 18

HIKE, continued on page 18

Sample Arizona’s 
Backcountry/
Hidden Hikes 
The state’s backcountry 
is the perfect place for 
experienced hikers to 
expand their trail horizons.

 
Excerpts From Visit Arizona 
[admin@visitarizona.com]

The following adventures and lesser-
known hiking gems range from moderate 
to difficult, but they share several quali-
ties in common: getting away from the 
crowds and immersing yourself in the 
most diverse ecosystems, wildlife and 
scenic beauty that Arizona has to offer.

Note: Backcountry trails are, by defi-
nition, remote and isolated, often without 
services or access roads. Even trails cat-
egorized as “easy to moderate” require 
a higher than average level of hiking ex-
perience and preparation. In some cases, 
specialized equipment and vehicles may 
be necessary. Before you hit the trail, we 

IT’S MORE FUN AT THE LAKE!
Pleasant Harbor — Living the Life! (at Lake Pleasant)
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Editor’s Note: Please submit announcements for AZBW/WOT’s calendar of events — ”Downstream” — to editor@azbw.com. To 
guarantee placement, as room allows, items must be received by the tenth (10th) of the month prior to publication. Every effort is made 
to ensure accuracy, but we assume no responsibility for print errors or omissions. We also reserve the right to edit each item. Please 
include the name of the event, the date and time, the location, the organization, and contact information. You can also submit your event 
individually at westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds.

PORT DOWNSTREAM

May Events Feature Boating 
Safety, Moms, And Memories

BOATING
National Safe Boating 
Week Is May 22–28 

How Can You Make Boating Safer 
This Season?

Here are three tips from the BoatUS 
Foundation for Boating Safety and Clean 
Water.

The nation’s biggest recreational boat-
ing safety event of the year, National Safe 
Boating Week, is right around the corner, 
May 22–28. The annual event helps re-
mind boaters to keep boating safety front 
and center all season long. How can you 
be a safety hero aboard your boat? Here 
are three tips from the BoatUS Founda-
tion for Boating Safety and Clean Water.

1. The best life jacket is the one you 
will wear, meaning one that’s comfort-
able. There are many lightweight inflat-
able life jackets that fit the bill. Check the 
jacket’s label to ensure it’s approved for 
your type of boating. If the kids are vis-
iting, don’t be tempted to put a child in 
an ill-fitting adult life jacket. The BoatUS 
Foundation’s Life Jacket Loaner program 
for kids offers a free and easy way to bor-
row an infant, child or teen life jacket 
for the day or weekend with locations at 
nearly 600 marinas, boat clubs, and other 
waterfront locations across the country.

2. Learn from what the U.S. Coast 
Guard boating safety reports tell us: 
Operator inattention, improper lookout, 
operator inexperience, excessive speed, 
and alcohol rank as the top five primary 

contributing factors in accidents. This 
summer, recreational boaters can focus 
on these factors by putting down the cell-
phone, practicing using S.C.A.N. proce-
dures to avoid distracted boating, taking a 
free boating safety course, slowing down, 
and driving more defensively, especially 
in congested boating areas. Alcohol use 
is the leading known contributing fac-
tor in fatal boating accidents, so save the 
celebration for after the boat is safely tied 
up for the night. Boat operators also need 
to recognize they are responsible for the 
safety of their guests, including inebriated 
ones.

3. Remember to wear an engine cutoff 
switch if your boat is less than 26-feet, 
traveling on plane or above displacement 
speed. Some exemptions apply to this 
new rule went into effect April 1, includ-
ing if the vessel has an enclosed helm. 
Engine cutoff switches can prevent boat 
strike injuries after an operator has been 
ejected from the vessel or displaced from 
the helm.

SHOOTING SPORTS
First  Annual Sporting Clay 
Fun Shoot - VOTSQF: May 15

All shotgun enthusiasts and begin-
ners are welcome. Basic shotgun train-
ing available. Shotgun raffle & drawings. 
Meet others with wildlife and habitat con-
servation interests.

• Location: Ben Avery Clay Target 
Center, Phoenix

• Hosted by: Valley of the Sun Quail 
Forever

• Register: www.votsqf.com

Women’s Beginner Dove 
Hunting Series: May-September

Monthly sessions by experienced men-
tors will teach adult women about shoot-
ing clay targets, firearms, hunter safety 
and then a live dove hunt.

• Location: Yuma, Ariz. — multiple 
locations

• Hosted by: Yuma Valley Rod & Gun 
Club, AZGFD, Yuma Trap & Skeet Club, 
Sprague’s Sports

• Contact: Catherine, (928) 341-4060, 
cthompson@azgfd.gov

Her Handgun Firearms Safety 
Course For Women: October 3

HerHandgun (www.herhandgun.com) 
is firearms safety for women, by women. 
They cover the greater Phoenix, Mesa 

area and they have a variety of courses 
including outings for churches, schools, 
corporate outings, etc. Their Annual La-
dies Day will be October 3, 2021 and 
costs just $25, which includes ammuni-
tion and firearms to use. 

There are multiple start times so regis-
ter early to get the time you want. Foam 
ear plugs are provided, but bring your 
own eye protection and ear muffs if you 
have them. Do NOT bring your own gun. 
You’ll be able to shoot shotguns, rifles, re-
volvers, and a variety of semi-automatic 
9mm and .380 pistols. Registration is lim-
ited to the first 100 women 18 years and 
older. Go to www.herhandgun.com and 
click Annual Ladies Day on the top menu 
lines.

FISHING
Deadline To Think Of A 
Better Way To Recycle 
Fishing Line, Soft Bait: May 14

$30,000 in prize money is at stake.
The BoatUS Foundation for Boating 

Safety and Clean Water and Berkley have 
teamed up with the  Recast and Recycle 
Contest to offer $30,000 in prize money 
($15,000 first place, $10,000 second 
place, and $5,000 third place) for new 
and innovative ideas that could improve 
the process, increase the amount of fish-
ing line and soft baits that can be recy-
cled, create new recycled products, or of-
fer a technology breakthrough in the way 
line is recycled and reused. See details on 
page 5 of this issue.

 
Fish Camp - TU / BSA: 
May 29-June 18

A week-long, high-end angling and 
conservation program for youth 13-18. 
This is not your grandfather’s cane pole 
fishing experience. Non-Scouts welcome.

• Location: R-C Scout Ranch, Payson

national safe Boating council

SaFeTy FIrST — Some new engine 
cutoff devices are wireless and 
don’t require the wearer to connect 
a lanyard to their body.

EVENTS, continued on page 19

Memorial Day is May 31.

Memorial Day is May 31.

armed Forces Day is May 15.
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Under state law, life jackets are required to be worn by children 12 
years old and younger, but it’s strongly urged that everyone wear 
one while on the water. Life jackets save lives. 

Before heading out on the water, it’s important that boaters check 
to ensure that their life jackets are in good condition and that they 
are the right size and fi t for passengers. Look for:

• Any rips or tears
• Missing straps
• Broken fasteners
• Ensure that the fl otation hasn’t shifted. 

Life jackets should be inspected each boating season due to the 
environment’s impact on their materials and replaced if neccessary.  

Our waterways are 
ready, but are you?

To learn more about boating safely in Arizona visit 
www.azgfd.gov/boating or call: 623-236-7258

Wear a life jacket. 
Every trip. 
Every time.

Register Your Watercraft 
Make sure your vessel’s registration is current before heading out on 
the water! Skip the line and renew your watercraft registration online at 
www.azgfd.gov/boating

Arizona Game & Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086

602-942-3000   |   www.azgfd.gov



PORT BOATING

4 | May 2021   www.azbw.com  •  westernoutdoortimes.com  •  floridaboatingandwatersports.com

A Boost of Confi dence.
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10715 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd., Suite 102, Scottsdale
Make an Appt: 480-860-6000

scottsdale-dentistry.com

$50 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT BY MENTIONING ARIZONA BOATING & WATERSPORTS

James Jenista, DDS

Jim & Carol Allen and 

VFW 3513 Auxiliary 

would like to thank 

A & A Materials 
for all of their help with 

our Post in 2019.

Jim & Carol Allen and VFW 3513 Auxiliary would like to thank

for all of their help with our Post in 2019.

Mesa

Kokopelli Trailers Are Made To Fit
Kokopelli custom aluminum boat trail-

ers are built to fit your exact make and 
model of boat. At Kokopelli Trailers, they 
take pride in their attention to detail. Keep 
in mind when considering purchasing cus-
tom aluminum boat trailers, many profes-
sional boaters opt to purchase aluminum 
boat trailers.  They are more lightweight 
than galvanized steel, less expensive, low 
maintenance, durable and are also easier 
to keep clean and always look great.

Kokopelli Trailers Has 
Answers To All Your 
Trailer Concerns
Bearing Buddies

 Due to loose rubber on the grease caps 
or the caps’ getting damaged, all Koko-
pelli Trailers come with Bearing Buddy. It 
will be the best way to keep your spindles, 
bearings and hubs in the best condition for 
the longest amount of time. If you already 
have a Kokopelli Trailer and would like 

to replace your grease caps with Bearing 
Buddies, please call or email to get them 
sent out.

• Replaces the grease cap in the axle 
hub;

• Prevents wheel-bearing failure;
• Keeps water and dirt out of hubs and 

bearings;
• Allows boat trailer wheels to be com-

pletely submerged;
• Stops corrosion and pitting on bear-

ings;
• Provides easily accessible grease fit-

ting;

When they say “custom boat trailers”, they mean it!

• Makes adding grease to the bearings 
quick and simple;

• Maintains slight, controlled pressure 
(3 psi) with spring-loaded piston, prevent-
ing water from entering hub;

• Allows visual monitoring of grease 
levels with blue indicator ring;

• Ring sits flush with top of cylinder 
when full;

• If ring is below top, add grease to 
move piston outward 1/8″;

• Prevents overfilling and rear seal 
damage with automatic pressure-relief 
feature;

• Grease seeps around piston edges and 
into barrel when full;

• Constructed of stainless steel;
• Ensures longer-lasting fit than plastic 

or aluminum products;
• Includes rubber covers;
• Installs easily;
• Made in the USA;
• Lifetime warranty.

Bearing Buddy Operation
 — Replace your existing grease cap 

with a Bearing Buddy to ensure a safe, 
easy way to monitor and control the level 
of grease in your axle hub.

—  To adjust the amount of grease in 
the hub, use a grease gun to add more 
through the appropriate fitting.

— Adding grease moves the Bearing 
Buddy spring-loaded piston outward 1/8″.

— The O-ring inside the barrel of the 
Bearing Buddy maintains a seal from the 
outside.

— The interior of the Bearing Buddy is 
pressurized, preventing water from enter-
ing the barrel and diluting the grease.

— An automatic pressure-relief fea-
ture is built into the Bearing Buddy. When 
the device is full, grease will seep around 
the edges of the piston and into the barrel. 
This prevents overfilling that can damage 
the inner seal.

—The blue indicator ring allows you 
to visually monitor the amount of grease 
in your hub. The ring should sit flush with 
the top of the cylinder. If the ring is below 
the top of the cylinder, add grease until 
the piston moves 1/8″ outward.

And, FYI
 Every Kokopelli trailer includes alu-

minum wheels! 
 For more information, call (602)256-

1300. n
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 — Do you 
have any 

better 
ideas on 

how to 
recycle 

soft baits 
and old 
fishing 

line? 
There’s 

$30,000 in 
cash prizes 

at stake 
in the 

recast and 
recycle 

Contest.

New rule will spare some 
boaters a yearly task: 
renewing their certificate 
of documentation. 

Of the nation’s nearly 12 million reg-
istered recreational boats, those owners 
who federally document their vessels, or 
about 165,000 boats, will be spared the 
hassle of renewing their U.S. Coast Guard 
Certificate of Documentation every year 
as a result of recent rule change that now 
makes documentation valid for five years. 
The move was the result of Coast Guard 
cost-saving efforts and requirements set 
forth in the Frank LoBiondo Coast Guard 
Authorization Act of 2018.

“The change to a five-year documen-
tation period will be a time-saver,” said 
BoatUS Manager of Government Affairs 
David Kennedy. Kennedy notes the new 
rule also eliminates some options that 

were formerly available.
“Going forward, the five-year Certifi-

cate of Documentation is the only option 
available for recreational vessels as the 
2018 Act did not allow for alternatives,” 
added Kennedy.

Formerly, documentation was $26 per 
year and boaters could select the num-
ber of years, from one to five. The new 
five-year documentation cost for is fixed 
at $130. Additional fees apply for initial 
documentation as well as exchanges. The 
Coast Guard will not issue refunds if an 
owner chooses to cancel documentation 
before its five-year expiration or if a ves-
sel is sold during the renewal period.

Boat owners generally choose to feder-
ally document vessels with the U.S. Coast 
Guard versus the more common prac-
tice of state registration, for one of two 
reasons: the boat was purchased with a 
bank loan and the lender required it or the 
owner plans to travel beyond U.S. waters. 
A Certificate of Documentation is inter-

nationally recognized and makes it easier 
for American vessels to enter and leave 
foreign ports.

Documented vessels must also be a 
minimum of 5 net tons, which is about the 
size of a 26-foot boat. BoatUS notes that 
net tons are more about (cargo) volume, 
than weight.

In a related issue, BoatUS continues to 
advise boaters to be vigilant when renew-
ing U.S. Coast Guard vessel documenta-
tion as official-looking vessel documenta-
tion renewal notices can lead to confusion 
and higher costs. Some BoatUS members 
have received notices that are not from 
the Coast Guard but rather third-party 
companies whose name or return ad-
dresses may appear similar to that of the 
official U.S. Coast Guard National Vessel 
Documentation Center (NVDC).

For more information on documenta-
tion go to BoatUS.com/Documentation. 
n

U.S. Coast Guard Changes Renewal To Five Years

Boat owners will no longer need 
to renew their Certificate of 
Documentation every year. (credit: 
BoatUS)

BoatUS Foundation and 
Berkley Recast & Recycle 
Contest seeks new ideas, 
concepts.

You’ve likely seen the fishing line re-
cycling bins in many marinas and boat-
yards, but what really happens after that 
line is collected? Recycling it into new 
products is labor-intensive, requiring a 
series of workers to comb through, sort, 
clean, remove hooks and weights, and 
separate out encrusted debris from miles 
of entangled fishing line. There also aren’t 
any recycling programs for fishing-relat-

ed materials like soft baits.
The BoatUS Foundation for Boating 

Safety and Clean Water and Berkley have 
teamed up with the  Recast and Recycle 
Contest to offer $30,000 in prize money 
($15,000 first place, $10,000 second 
place, and $5,000 third place) for new and 
innovative ideas that could improve the 
process, increase the amount of fishing 
line and soft baits that can be recycled, 
create new recycled products, or offer a 
technology breakthrough in the way line 
is recycled and reused.

Contest submissions can address any 
part (or multiple parts) of the process of 
taking fishing gear from end of life to a 
new life. Professionals, amateurs and stu-

dents are all encouraged to apply, as are 
school teams and groups. Judges will add 
weight to contest submissions that actu-
ally work, are practical, innovative, and 
have the potential to have a significant 
impact.

The deadline for contest entries May 
14, 2021. Entries can be easily submitted 
by sending a link to a video demonstra-
tion of the idea (limited to 4 minutes) or a 
one-page graphic summary.

Contest rules and conditions, details on 
the current recycling process and videos 
on how various plastics and soft baits are 
recycled can be found at the Recast and 
Recycle website  BoatUS.org/Contest. n

You Have Until May 14 To Think Of A Better Way

How To Get A Vessel Safety Check This Season
No cost, no penalty 
inspection can improve 
safety aboard your boat.

No-cost, no-penalty vessel safety 
checks, which up until last season were 
given more than 150,000 times each year 
by hundreds of U.S. Coast Guard Auxilia-
ry and U.S. Power Squadrons volunteers 
at launch ramps, boat clubs and marinas, 
are back.

While COVID may still be with us, 
both groups are ramping up efforts to 
get vessel examiners back in the field, 
responding to individual requests from 
boaters seeking potentially life-saving 
vessel safety inspections, as well as en-
couraging new DIY virtual safety checks. 
With program sponsorship from the Boat 
Owners Association of The United States, 
here’s how boaters can get a vessel safety 
inspection this boating season.

DIY virtual safety check: A new vir-
tual safety check continues the tradition 
of no-cost inspections by offering a com-
bination of an easily downloadable virtual 
safety checklist – the same used by actual 
vessel examiners – along with online 
guide that makes it easy for any boater to 
perform their own examination. To start, 
go here.

Doing a DIY virtual safety check does 
two things: It can give first-time boat 
owners a line-by-line recipe for making 
their boats safe. It can also greatly in-
crease the chances of any boat success-
fully passing an in-person vessel safety 
check. Examiners note that it’s often just 
one or two items, such as expired flare or 
a burnt-out navigation light, that prevents 

a boat from earning a passing grade. The 
Auxiliary and Power Squadrons also note 
that some boaters desire to earn a vessel 
safety check decal to display aboard the 
boat, which can only be earned through 
an in-person vessel check.

In-person vessel safety check: While 
COVID has affected many groups, in-
cluding the Auxiliary and Power Squad-
rons, each is endeavoring to get vessel ex-
aminers in the field this year. The easiest 
way to find out if a marina, boat club, or 
launch ramp will be the site of a sched-
uled vessel safety check event is to con-
tact your local U.S. Coast Guard Auxilia-
ry or U.S. Power Squadrons. You can also 
request an individual vessel safety check 
at cgaux.org/vsc, but note that scheduled 
vessel safety events may offer the surest 
way to earn a vessel safety check decal 
this season. All in-person vessel safety 
checks follow COVID safety protocols.

Arizona Game & Fish Department 
Boating Education

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s Boating Safety Education courses 
include instruction on the basic skills re-
quired to safely operate a boat or personal 
watercraft, trailering your vessel, naviga-
tional rules, buoys, anchoring, legal re-
quirements, boating emergencies, water 
sports and paddling.

 Take a boating education course now! 
Most insurance companies offer a dis-
count on your boat or PWC insurance rate 
for completing one of our courses. Cours-
es are offered in three formats: classroom 
courses, home study courses and online 
courses.

For more information visit https://
www.azgfd.com/education/boating/. n
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Five Ways To Get Your Boat’s VHF Radio Ready For The Season
In recreational boating, cellphones are 

just fine for routine communications. So 
why do you need a VHF radio – either a 
handheld or fixed mount – on your boat? 
Because in an emergency it’s the only 
thing that can directly connect you to the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s Rescue 21 system, 
giving you access to high-tech emergency 
response and Digital Selective Calling 
(DSC) capabilities that can hasten your 
rescue.

All you have to do now is to ensure 

VHF radio ready to go for the season. 
Here are five tips from the BoatUS Foun-
dation for Boating Safety and Clean Wa-
ter to get you and your radio ready.

Check the antennae, power and ground 
to the VHF radio, and batteries/charger 
if a handheld. Rusty or ill-fitting connec-
tions rob your radio of range. Hand held 
VHF batteries need to be fully charged.

Read your radio’s manual so you know 
features like squelch, scan, and hi/lo pow-
er settings. Familiarize yourself with the 

While it may take a little time and some help from your owner’s manual, 
ensure your DSC-VHF radio is connected to your GPS.

most important VHF radio channels.
For those with non-DSC VHF radios, 

automated VHF radio check systems are 
no longer available. However, you can 
make a short radio check voice call on 
VHF channel 9. Using channel 9 will not 
tie up the distress channel 16 and poten-
tially delay emergency communications 
by another boat to the U.S. Coast Guard.

For those with DSC VHF radios, enter 
the U.S. Coast Guard coast station group 
identity “003669999” into the radio’s 
DSC memory. Once stored, 1. select “Test 
Call” from the radio’s DSC menu; 2. se-
lect the U.S. Coast Guard number you 
just entered; and 3. transmit the call. Your 
DSC VHF radio’s display should indicate 
when that test call is acknowledged and 

display the acknowledging station’s nine-
digit identity. Note that the identity may 
be different than the group identity you 
previously entered.

Get your DSC-VHF radio’s Maritime 
Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) number 
by going to BoatUS.com/MMSI. MMSI 
numbers are free for BoatUS members or 
$25 for nonmembers. Don’t forget to en-
ter the new MMSI number into your DSC 
VHF radio and ensure GPS connection is 
made (if DSC-VHF radio doesn’t have in-
ternally).

More information on VHF radios 
can be found here: https://www.boatus.
com/expert-advice/expert-advice-ar-
chive/2019/february/why-a-vhf-radio-is-
best-for-an-emergency n
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PORT BOATING

NEW PRODUCTSSmall JBL 
Stereo Receiver 
Fits Virtually 
Any Dash 

For anyone with a 
limited amount of 
dash area, but a de-
sire for high-quality 
sound, it’s hard to 
beat the JBL PRV-275 
from Prospec Electron-
ics. The fully weatherproof Bluetooth-
enabled stereo receiver has a 2-3/4” color 
LCD display and built-in amplifier, yet 
only takes up 4-1/8” of space—the same 
size as a standard small gauge. The cutout 
requires a 3-1/2” hole.

The round JBL PRV-275 offers a wide 
range of listening possibilities. Aside from 
AM/FM and weather band, it has a USB 
port, and aux and video feed inputs. The 
receiver features versatile Bluetooth® au-
dio streaming with straightforward pair-
ing as well as wired remote capability.

Built for extreme weather, the face-
plate and controls of the JBL PRV-275 
from Prospec Electronics are thunder-
storm-rated and UV-stable for a long, 
trouble-free service life. The easy-to-use 
non-slip buttons and rotary encoder are 
engineered for intuitive use while in mo-
tion.

Belying its diminutive size, the JBL 
PRV-275 produces massive sound. Rated 
at 4 x 45W peak @ 4 ohms and 2-ohm 
stable, the stereo receiver delivers clean, 
accurate reproduction, even at top-end 
volume when paired with JBL marine 
speakers. It has three pairs of RCA pre-
outs for amplifier and/or subwoofer ex-
pandability. Available from Prospec Elec-
tronics, it costs $299.95.

Contact local dealers or Prospec Elec-
tronics, 3325 S Morgans Point Rd., Mt. 
Pleasant, SC  29466. www.prospecelec-
tronics.com; www.facebook.com/Prospe-
cAudio; www.instagram.com/prospece-
lectronics; YouTube: bit.ly/2wQmJWz. n

Add Line-
Handling 
Anywhere With 
Surface-Mount 
Chocks

Line chocks bristling from the deck de-
tract from a boat’s appearance, particularly 
when the vessel employs multiple sets to 
accommodate varied mooring require-
ments. Accon Marine solves this problem 
with a folding version that not only keeps 
the deck clear, but requires no cut-out for 
installation.

Accon Marine 502 Series Folding 
Chocks come in 4-1/2» and 6» models to 
accommodate mooring lines of up to 5/8» 
and 3/4», respectively. Constructed from 
marine-grade 316 stainless steel for long 
life and maximum corrosion resistance, the 
chock simply pulls up for use and presses 
flat when no longer needed. For highly 
flexible installation choices, each surface-
mounts with three stainless steel screws, 
no cut-outs required. 

Sold in pairs, Accon Marine 502 Se-
ries Folding Chocks carry an MSRP of 
$151.06 for the 4-1/2» size. The 6» model 
retails for $246.

Contact local dealers or Accon Marine, 
13665 Automobile Blvd., Clearwater, FL  
33762. 727-572-9202; Fax: 727-572-7621. 
www.acconmarine.com. n

Any moisture in a boat can cause se-
rious damage, whether it’s from an an-
noying, occasional drip or a serious leak. 
Life Seal® Sealant from BoatLIFE is an 
exclusive combination of silicone and 
polyurethane that was developed specifi-
cally for use on boats. Made in the USA, 
the unique formula can be used above or 
below the waterline.

Life Seal Sealant has high adhesion 
properties and air cures quickly with 
low VOCs. Perfect for a marine environ-
ment, it’s UV- and mildew-resistant, and 
won’t sag or yellow over time. It’s ideal 
for bedding thru-hulls, ports, windshields 
and deck hardware. Acid-free and non-
corrosive, it can be used on fiberglass, 

metal, wood, glass, LEXAN, ABS and 
other polymers. Life Seal is so strong, it 
can be used to adhere decks to hulls, yet is 
removable without damaging the gelcoat.

BoatLIFE Life Seal Sealant is avail-
able in clear, black, white, aluminum and 
cameo in standard 10.6 fl. oz. cartridges. 
Custom colors are offered in quantity. It 
costs $26.88 for a 10.6 fl. oz. cartridge; 
additional quantities are available from 1 
fl. oz. tubes to 20 fl. oz. chubbs.

Contact local dealers or BoatLIFE®, 
a division of Life Industries Corp., 4060 
Bridgeview Dr., North Charleston, SC 
29405. Toll-free 800-382-9706; Fax: 
843-566-1275. www.boatlife.com; bit.ly/
BoatLifeYouTube. n

Drips? Leaks? Not With Life Seal

A SOLUTION
Traditional bow navigation lights 
are vulnerable to damage from 
wayward equipment such as a 
mishandled boat hook, fumbled 
anchor chain or dropped 
toolbox. If not immediately 
repaired, it can compromise the 
safety of those on board, and 
result in fines. Pop-Up® Bow 
lights from accon Marine offer a 
solution. They fold flush into the 
deck when not in use, helping 
keep critical navigation signals 
operational.    Contact local 
dealers or accon Marine, 13665 
automobile Blvd., Clearwater, 
Fl  33762. 727-572-9202; 
Fax: 727-572-7621. www.
acconmarine.com.

When bright white light is 
needed on board, a compact Sea 
Hawk-350 leD light Bar from 
Hella marine delivers massive 
illumination with many options. 
not only is it available in spread 
or spot light patterns, but also 
switches from high to low power 
as needed. Contact local dealers 
or  Hella marine Inc., 201 Kelly Dr., 
Peachtree City, Ga 30269. 770-
631-7500.; www.hellamarine.
com.

A BREEZE
There’s no doubt: deploying, 
adjusting, retrieving and stowing 
fenders is a hassle, especially 
when boating alone or in dim 
conditions. Savvy waterfront 
property owners are switching 
to the Slammer Integrated 
Dock Fender. The Innovation 
award-winning system from 
Slammer Marine installs directly 
onto docks and other marine 
structures, protecting both boats 
and docks. With no ropes to 
adjust, it’s always in the correct 
position to make docking a 
breeze.Contact local dealers or 
Slammer Marine, 1707 1/2 Post 
oak Blvd., Suite 119, Houston, 
TX 77056. 800-295-3464. 
info@slammermarine.com; 
www.slammermarine. 
com.
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Just because you don’t fi t the mold 
doesn’t mean you can’t join the party. 

kokopel l i trai lers.com

KOKOPELLI TRAILERS
We are your home-town, 
custom-trailer manufacturer.

PONTOON TRAILERS

CATAMARAN TRAILERS

BASS BOAT TRAILERS

V-HULL TRAILERS

CUSTOM SIZES

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

32240 West Bud Rd., Maricopa, AZ 85138   |    602.256.1300
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GIFTS FOR THE MOM WHO SHOOTS 

Think Outside The Box

Morphie Powerstation 
The MorphiePowerstation with PD 

in pink or black is just $49.95 for a fast-
charging 10,000 mAh portable power sta-
tion. It has USB-C for fast charging for 
smartphones, tablets, and USB devices. 
It comes with a two-year warranty, mea-
sures under 5-1/2 by 3 inches and less 
than ¾ inch thick. It weighs just over eight 
ounces so she can slip it in her backpack. 
Plus, you can get 20% off if you sign up 
for emails at www.zagg.com. 

They also offer larger ones like the 
ZAGG PowerstationGo Rugged AC, 
which is$149.95 – it’s a large capacity 
battery with AC outlet, USB-A ports, and 
a car jump starter. The Powerstation com-
pact model is $99.95, and thePowersta-
tionGo Rugged with an air compressor is 
$159.95.

By JoHn anDerSon

yer 24/7. The attorney is with you from 
beginning to end no matter how long it 
takes. Call 877-448-6839 for questions. 

CC In Style
Again, for concealed carry in style, 

check out www.Tacticafashion.com. They 
have concealed carry belts, holsters, and 
clothing. An ankle holster is just $45.99 
and it’s available in two sizes to fit just 
about anyone. The ankle holster has a 
sew-in Grip-Strip that keeps her firearm 
in place, breathable padding for comfort, 
and includes covered trigger guard. For 
left or right hand draw. Their 30-day trial 
means you can return for a full refund. 
Their IWB holster $59.99, Tactica Uni-
versal Grip Holster is $33.88. 

www.Tenfourclothing.com offers 
good-looking, affordable concealed carry 
clothing including business suits for la-
dies. A classic, full-length blazer is $155 
in four colors, and matching slacks are 
$129. Slacks have a reinforced 2-inch 
waistband with belt loops, and feature 
a tailored cut but wide enough legs for 
ankle carry. The slacks are midrise and 
have two functional pockets. The blazer 
has two functional inside pockets, and it 
is slightly longer than the average blazer 
to help with coverage of concealed weap-
ons.

Has Mom Shown 
Interest In Shooting?

If your mom is just starting out, or has 
recently expressed an interest in learn-
ing to shoot, head to Ladies First Safety 
Training at www.ladiesfirstsafetytraining.
com to find classes in Firearms Safety 
and Basic Pistol Shooting, for men and 
women or for ladies only. They have 1 
or two courses per month, call them for 
the schedule. They also offer Introduc-
tion to Practical Shooting, which requires 
a knowledge of handgun basics, which is 
scheduled by demand. 

Their Refuse to Be a Victim class in 
Tucson, Ariz.,  is made available by de-

tomatic 9mm and .380 pistols. Registra-
tion is limited to the first 100 women 18 
years and older. Go to www.herhandgun.
com and click Annual Ladies Day on the 
top menu lines. 

Handgun – don’t buy mom a handgun 
unless she has tried it out already and has 
specifically requested that model. Instead, 
take her to the range to try some out. See 
if the range has a ladies’ day where they 
will let you rent guns for free and just pay 
for the ammo. At Shooters World, that is 
Friday for ladies. 

If your mom likes to shoot and/or hunt, think outside the box when it comes to great 
gifts for Mother’s Day that she will love. For example, a mom who hunts may be out in the 
boonies for a week or more. Make it easy for her to keep her phone charged so she can ac-
cess those maps she has downloaded. You’re probably familiar with Zagg because of their 
fantastic screen protectors, but they also have portable chargers. 

A Little Extra Light
To go along with the ZaggMorphie, 

how about some Droking.com Micro 
Keychain nightlights. You get five energy 
saving USB mini lights that pluginto any 
USB port for a nightlight or small flash-
light – use them with the Powerstation as 
a camp light or light your way around at 
night anywhere. Five of these little lights 
are just $3.05. You can also get aset of 
DC 5V 6000k (brighter lights) automatic 
control night lights priced at 5/$14.50 at 
www.droking.com. A little extra light can 
often come in handy, and you can even 
plug one of these into your vehicle’s USB 
port.

For Concealed-Carry Moms
If your mom is a 

concealed carry lady, 
a U.S. Law Shield 
(www.uslawshield.
com)  single mem-
ber annual member-

ship is just $151.35, with options to add 
including multi-state coverage, identity 
theft protection, HunterShield, Bail Bond 
& Expert Witness, and minor children 
coverage. Their website also has educa-
tional videos online, newsletters, and live 
events. A U.S. Law Shield membership 
providespeace of mind in case mom ever 
has to use her gun in self-defense. She’ll 
have a number that gets her to a 2A law-

mand. It’s a Personal Safety program 
that teaches you strategies you can use to 
avoid situations where you need to defend 
yourself. Focuses on proactive, not reac-
tive courses of action. You can email them 
at info@LadiesFirstSafetyTraining.com 
or call them at 520-369-3827.

Her Hand Gun
HerHandgun (www.herhandgun.com) 

is firearms safety for women, by women. 
They cover the greater Phoenix, Mesa 
area and they have a variety of courses 
including outings for churches, schools, 
corporate outings, etc. Their Annual La-
dies Day will be October 3, 2021 and 
costs just $25, which includes ammuni-
tion and firearms to use. There are mul-
tiple start times so register early to get the 
time you want. 

Foam ear plugs are provided, but bring 
your own eye protection and ear muffs if 
you have them. Do NOT bring your own 
gun. You’ll be able to shoot shotguns, 
rifles, revolvers, and a variety of semi-au-

Becoming An 
Outdoors Woman

Becoming an Outdoors Woman – The 
Arizona Wildlife Federation conducts Be-
coming an Outdoors Woman twice a year 
at Camp Friendly Pines outside Prescott. 
Skills such as gun safety, shooting, an-
gling (including fly fishing), camping, 
Dutch-oven cooking, map and compass 
reading, and marksmanship with rifle and 
bow are taught.  Space is limited and the 
fee is $385, plus $75 for the Wall/Rope 
session. A complete list of courses which 
you may find at BOW can be found ath-

GIFTS, continued on page 19
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Don’t throw
e-waste away.
Bring it to us!
e-waste away.

4202 E Elwood St., Suite 12, Phoenix AZ 85040
(602) 314 6061  •  www.R3EWaste.com

After Hours & Emergency Contact (602) 317 3981

We recycle ALL used Electronics - Call (602) 314 6061 to schedule a pickup

Electronics Recycling

Flat Screen TV Recycling

Computer Recycling

Pickup Service

Get Fit for the Outdoors
Get fit with KJ Boots, they’re fun for the whole family.

PROVEN TO:
• Diminish Body Fat
• Improve Muscle Tone
• Provide Cardiovascular Activity to your heart
• Stimulate your lymphatic system, increasing your metabolism
• 80% reduced impact to your feet, knees, hips & lower back

www.AllinOneFitness.net

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! CALL 480-946-7511
In partnership with www.SaveYourJointsAmerica.com

Excellent for joggers, runners 
& marathon trainers  wanting 

to eliminate unnecessary 
stress to joints!

WANTED
Travel Trailers

Do you have a used 
travel trailer for sale? 

We have people calling 
who are looking to buy 
one.  

List it for sale in our 
FREE classifieds.

WESTERN
OUTDOOR TIMES
westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds

Even if you have to brave the desert 
heat to fish, it pays to get out on your 
nearest lake this time of year. Warmer 
water means active fish, and active fish 
eat more. Even on the desert lakes, don’t 
make the mistake of thinking that you 
have to use finesse baits in deep water 
to be successful – there are always some 
shallow fish to be had, especially early in 
the morning and just before dark.

Fly Rods
Ben Koller of www.thehookupoutfit-

ters.com likes to go after all kinds of fish 
with a fly rod. The stripers at Lake Pleas-
ant willingly gobble up flies, and so do 
largemouth bass. Crappie and bluegills 
will also take a fly, and some people even 
use them for carp. 

Koller isn’t a purist, so first thing in 
the morning he’ll usually throw a topwa-
ter lure and see if he can get some action. 
A Zara Spook is just about everybody’s 
favorite topwater at Pleasant, and Ben is 
no exception. Sometimes he doesn’t even 
have to leave the ramp before he starts 
getting the big stripers to come up. STRIPERS, continued on page 11

FISHING TRIP continued on page 11

photo By John cameron on unsplash

FISH WITH FIDo — love involving 
your dog in your adventures? If 
you’re an angler and a dog lover, 
here’s how to plan a fishing trip 
with your furry friend that you 
both enjoy.

Plan A Fishing Trip with Your Furry Friend
By KenneTH reaVeS

What could be better than spending 
a day on or near the water, surrounded 
by nature and with a fishing rod in your 
hands? Well, having your dog nearby, of 
course! 

Most anglers never consider the pos-
sibility of taking their pup on a fishing trip 
with them. Some think their pup may dis-

tract them, scare the fish off, or get in the 
way. But if you plan properly, it can be a 
great adventure for you both! 

But if you’re interested in sharing 
a fun-filled experience with your dog, 
here’s how to plan a fishing trip with your 
furry friend. 

Plan For Safety 
If you’re taking your dog with you on 

the water, it’s a good idea to make sure 
that they know how to swim beforehand. 

Even if they do, it’s highly recommend-
ed to get them a doggy life jacket. Brush 
up on pet boat-safety principles and fol-
low them closely. 

Doing a boating safety course and a 
pet first-aid course are also good ideas. 
Also find the contact details of the near-
est vet and keep them close by. The more 
prepared you are, the better — although 
we hope and pray that there’s no need to 
use any of these things! 

AZ LAKE, AZ PROS

Ben Koller Knows Stripers At Pleasant
Stripers Are 
Saltwater By Nature

Ben says that in the summer a lot of 
fish stay in the thermocline, which is al-
ways at 30 feet at Pleasant in the summer. 
But early and late they come up shallow. 
“Stripers are saltwater fish by nature,” 
says Koller, “so they are designed to roam 
and that makes them hard to pattern.” The 
only places that will consistently hold 
stripers are areas with lots of bait fish.

Once a striper hits about six or seven 
pounds it turns into a rogue, loner fish. 
Smaller stripers tend to school, and when 
you get into a school of feeding stripers 
you’ll likely catch a bunch that are all 
about the same size. If Ben is guiding 
two fly fishermen he’ll stand up front and 
throw a Spook to tease the stripers into 
coming up for the flies.

Koller recommends a nine weight rod 
(Orvis makes a really good one) for big 
surface flies, and he uses weight-forward 
floating line with a 10-foot leader of 16- 
to 20-pound mono. If they stop eating on 
top, he switches to a six weight and 200 

grain sinking line. This line sinks about 
five inches per second, so he can count his 
flies down pretty easily.

Also Largemouth
The stripers at Pleasant have been 

pushing sunfish into the brush, so Ben 
likes bluegill imitations. If they are after 
fry he uses smaller streamers. Ben also 
catches largemouth bass on flies. “Tradi-
tionally, fly rods are nine feet long,” he 
says, “but the fly rod manufacturers have 
discovered that they have a huge market 
of bass fishermen out there. Most bass 
tournaments don’t allow rods longer than 
eight feet, so there are starting to be a lot 
of 8-foot fly rods available now.” 

One of the things he likes about strip-
ers and whites on a fly rod is how fast 
you can flip the lure from place to place. 
“When they are busting all around you, 
you can lift it and put it on the other side 
of the boat immediately. You don’t have 
to reel in and re-cast like you do with a 
regular rod and reel.” He’s found that with 
the stripers, the faster you can retrieve it 
the better they like it. He strips line just 

as fast as he can, giving it five or six good 
strips, then pausing for a second.

“Also, any time you’re throwing a 
streamer, tie it on with a loop knot. That 
gives the lure a whole lot more action. 
They’re not like a crankbait with a bill – 
they don’t have any built-in action,” he 
explains. 

Eating Stripers
Stripers make great fish tacos. Here’s 

how —
Cut the striper fillets into strips and 

dip them in eggs and milk with a dash of 
hot sauce added. Roll the dipped strips in 
flour seasoned with salt, pepper, paprika, 
and crushed red peppers. Fry them up and 
put them in a tortilla (hard or soft) with 
shredded cabbage.

Teach Your Dog 
Some Basic Commands 

Whether you’re on the boat or on the 
shore, teaching your dog some basic com-
mands is extremely helpful for control-
ling them and keeping them safe. Start 
with these: 

• Sit 
• Stay/Wait 
• Come 
• Drop it 
With these commands, you can get 

your dog on and off a boat, away from 
dangerous areas and get them to drop any-
thing they may have got hold of. 

If you’re starting from scratch, we rec-
ommend training your dog for at least a 
few weeks before your fishing trip. Using 
treats as positive reinforcement is a great 
way to make training stick. 

Choose A Spot 
With Few Hazards 

Your regular fishing spot may not be 
the best place for a dog. Be mindful about 
where you choose to fish with your pup, 
and try to plan in advance. 

If you’re fishing on the bank, avoid 
spots with roads nearby, rough waters like 
river crossings or waterfalls and places 
where the surrounding bush is thick and 
easy to get stuck in.
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Arizona’s Kayak Fishing Headquarters
Hobie Kayaks

Sales • Rentals • Rigging
New • Used

LowerGea
OUTDOORS  

r
2155 E. University Dr
Tempe • 480-348-8917
www.lowergear.com Open 7 days

Ben makes a dynamite fish taco sauce 
with mayo, plain yogurt, cilantro, garlic, 
salt, pepper, and some sweet pickle rel-
ish. He says you can use ranch dressing 
if you’d rather. 

Another of Ben’s suggestions is to 
brush fillets with AJ’s Arizona Zing mari-
nade (available at AJ’s food stores) before 
grilling them. n

STRIPERS
Continued from page 10

If you’re on a boat, make sure your 
boat is dog-friendly! Use non-slip mats to 
help your pup move around and a floating 
dog ramp to help them board and disem-
bark. 

Gear Up For Your Pup 
Don’t forget to pack for your pup too. 

If you’re out for a full day, a blanket to 
nap on, food, water and bowls are essen-
tial.

Plan to bring along a chew toy in case 
your dog needs something to keep them 
busy. We also recommend a pair of dog 
booties to protect their paws. 

Include Bonding Time 
Don’t just assume your dog will keep 

himself busy without getting up to mis-
chief. If you’re taking your dog along on 
your fishing trip, you need to be prepared 
to spend some time bonding with him or 
her. Take some time to splash in the water 
with your pup or chase him around on the 
bank. Even just sitting and enjoying the 
scenery with your arm around your dog 
can be great bonding time. 

About The Writer
Kenneth Reaves has been a profes-

sional angler for over two decades, and 
has plenty of experience fishing com-
petitively. He gets out on the water every 
chance he gets, and shares his knowledge 
and passion over at Perfect Captain. n

FISHING TRIP
Continued from page 10

Beyond traditional Mother’s and Fa-
ther’s Day gifts, consider giving a U.S. 
LawShield annual membership, which 
includes the following:

• 24/7/365 access to an Attorney-
Answered Emergency Hotline

• Special member-only offers, events, 
and discounts on classes, firearms, 
tactical training, range time, and more

• Zero attorneys’ fees: no caps, no 
hourly limits, and no deductibles

• Tenacious legal defense for all 
criminal and civil proceedings for covered 
events

• Member seminars that get them face 
time with experienced attorneys, in-
structors, and industry professionals

• Waived setup fees (that’s a $19.95 
value)

• Peace of mind knowing we’re here 
when they need us

Show how much you care about your 

loved one’s safety and security with a 
U.S. LawShield annual membership. n

EASY
any angler who has used 
a livewell or baitwell 
will attest: they can get 
disgusting. Fish droppings 
and slime combine with 
bacteria and algae to form 
a vile cesspool. It’s easy to 
sanitize them, however, with 
Iosso live Well Cleaner. It 
leaves them clean and ready 
for fish, whether trophy or 
bait. Contact local dealers or 
Iosso Products, 1485 lively 
Blvd., elk Grove Village, Il 
60007. Toll-free 888-747-
4332. iossoproducts@iosso.
com; www.iosso.com.

LAKE POWELL REPORT 4/21/21

Fishing At Lake Powell Is Always Exciting!
By Wayne GUSTaVeSon

Lake Powell water elevation is 3563 
and still going down. Inflow to the lake 
is 8,000-acre feet while outflow exceeded 
22,000-acre feet. The lake is low and still 
declining which calls for an abundance of 
caution while navigating any canyon out-
side of the main channel. Watch for new 
sand dunes or rock outcroppings to show 
up at any canyon on the lake. 

I have mentioned this before, but it 
is worse this week than it was in the last 
few reports. To make it even worse, the 
afternoon wind is relentless and forecast 
to continue for the next 10 days. Look 
for calm periods and go out early or late 
to find calm water. Water temperature is 
still in the 50s each morning following a 
windy night where warm water from the 
previous afternoon combines with deeper 
cold water.

The Good News
Now, for the good news. Once you 

find a protected cove or canyon, fishing is 
still good. It will get better when the wa-
ter temperature is 63 climbing to 68 each 
day. This triggers bass spawning. With the 
lake declining, bass build nests in 3-5 feet 
of water. Most nests will be visible while 
working the shoreline. Backs of canyons 
have cloudy water making it hard to see 
submerged rocks or bass nests. Some nest 
building has begun but it seems the ma-
jority of spawning will happen during the 
first week of May – weather permitting.

Both Large- And Small-
Mouth Bass Interested

While on our sampling trip yesterday 
we found a few protected coves near the 
backs of canyons where watercolor was 
between murky and chocolate color. Most 
of the shoreline was cliff-like with only a 
few coves. When we found a cove with 
favorable bass structure, lures cast to a 
shallow rock pile provoked interest in 
both large and smallmouth bass. Small-
mouth ranged from 1–2 pounds while a 
single rouge largemouth bass was almost 
3 pounds. It is always exciting to catch 
bass in shallow water.

Find Protected Area
We trolled for stripers in the back of 

the shallow (10-20 feet) bay where Rapala 
Husky Jerk crankbaits (dives to 8-10 feet) 
and bright colored Rattletraps caught a 
few fish. Our total was three stripers while 
anglers parked over striper schools caught 
20-70 fish. Bait fishing is more effective 
than trolling and casting. Some widely re-
ported bait-fishing spots were vacant yes-
terday due to high wind and wave action. 
In this situation, it is wise to find a pro-
tected area in major canyons where depth 
is at least 30-50 feet. Graph for a striper 
school. Toss out chum over the school and 
drop bait to catch many fish. 

Both a single hook with an anchovy 
attached or a plastic jig combined with a 

chunk of bait worked equally well. The 
most effective technique is to have a spot-
lock trolling motor that holds the boat 
over the school (even in the wind) while 
anglers are dropping bait to the school.
 
Walleye Responding

Walleye are responding well to trolled 
walleye lures and bottom bouncers in the 
northern lake. The best walleye fishing is 
still Good Hope Bay. Anglers are catching 
bass, walleye and stripers with trolling 
lures. If bait fishing is not your favorite 
technique, then head north for fast action.

Gizzard Shad Spawning
Gizzard shad begin spawning in April 

and they continue into May. We had an 

interesting experience recently while troll-
ing the shoreline for bass or stripers. While 
passing over a 15-foot deep ledge, the 
graph lit up with 10-15 large fish traces. 
These looked like big fish, but they ignored 
our trolling lures. 

I retraced our steps, found the school 
again and made some casts with our troll-
ing lures. These fish bumped the lures but 
did not bite. We tried one more time. I 
got another bump but my fishing partner 
hooked up with a nice heavy fish. We were 
both surprised when he reeled in the fish 
and it turned out to be a 2.5 pound Gizzard 
Shad. 

While driving back to the marina it oc-
curred to me that, we graphed a school of 
spawning gizzard shad. I think aggressive 
male shad noticed our lures in their spawn-
ing habitat and smacked them to get rid 
of the competition. They wanted to scare 
away the little fish but not eat them. They 
whacked or slapped our lures to chase them 
away. We caught one fish that ventured too 
close and caught a treble hook near his eye.

At press time, lake elevation was 3563 
and water temperature was 55-63F. n

Give Them Peace Of Mind

aaron anderson With Gizzard Shad
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photo By harrison hargrave on unsplash

AZGFD staff recently went out to Al-
amo Lake to conduct some sampling for 
a graduate project with the University of 
Arizona. Different methodologies of fish 
sampling were conducted to assess which 
technique was most favorable with regard 
to fish density and populations.

 Gill nets were set in the mornings and 
electrofishing was conducted at night. All 
fish that were caught were released af-
ter weight and length were taken. From 
data collected, Alamo Lake seems to be 
a relatively healthy system with sample 
amounts of various species and sizes.

Reminder: Daily Bag 
Limit For Trout Is Now 4

Anglers are reminded that the daily 
bag limit for trout this year (includes rain-
bow, cutthroat, brown, brook, tiger, Gila 
and Apache trout; grayling) is four. The 
bag limit was formerly six.

 This change was part of the rule 
amendments approved last year to Com-
mission Order 40. It comes as AZGFD 
shifts towards stocking larger trout that 
are preferred in angler-satisfaction sur-
veys. Larger trout take longer to grow and 
take up more raceway space in a hatch-
ery system that is limited by cold, clean, 
well-oxygenated water. It is anticipated 
the average size of the trout will increase 
to about 13.5 inches.

 This change does not affect bag limits 
on Community Fishing Program or spe-
cial regulation waters. All anglers are re-
sponsible for checking and knowing the 
current regulations for each water they 
fish.

Electrofishing Survey Con-
ducted At Tempe Town Lake

AZGFD staff recently conducted an 

AZGFD REPORT (4/24/21)

Fish Sampling Surveys Conducted At Alamo Lake

electrofishing survey on Tempe Town 
Lake. Six sites were shocked to evaluate 
the largemouth bass population. Several 
large football-size largemouth bass along 
with a few large crappie were caught. The 
largemouth bass population looks very 
healthy with the largest measuring rough-
ly 20 inches and weighing in at a little 
over 5 pounds.

 Yellow bass, bluegill, redear, green 
sunfish, tilapia, carp, goldfish, and shad 
were also caught. Channel and flathead 
catfish were also surveyed on the lake.

Gila Trout Appear 
To Be Doing Well 
In Grapevine Creek

In early spring, Arizona Game and 
Fish Department and U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service staff completed a popula-
tion estimate for Gila trout in Grapevine 
Creek before it opened to catch-and-re-
lease angling on May 1.

 A total of 107 Gila trout were sampled 
ranging in length from 3½ to just over 10 
inches. Grapevine Creek had no fish prior 
to the stocking of Gila trout eggs in April 
of 2019. The oldest fish are just under two 
years old now and have already grown to 
more than 10 inches long. This was one 
of the first stockings of Gila trout eggs in 

Arizona and the first to result in fish up to 
10 inches.

The estimated population size for 
adults greater than 5 inches in the creek 
is approximately 243, with an overall 
population estimate of approximately 
336 trout. 

The department’s first effort to stock 
Gila trout in Grapevine in 2009 ran into 
challenges from Mother Nature and a 
wildfire that ultimately caused heavy 
flows of sediment to wash through the 
creek. Given the history, this is a huge 
success and the crew was very excited to 
survey so many fish in the small peren-
nial creek that is only about ¾ miles in 
length. 

Anglers And Boaters: 
Remember To 
‘Clean, Drain And Dry’

To help prevent spread of aquatic inva-
sive species, the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department (AZGFD) reminds anglers 
and other boaters to “clean, drain and 
dry” — and especially decontaminate — 
their watercraft and equipment before ex-
iting waters designated as having aquatic 
invasive species (AIS). This is important 
whether a boater is an Arizona resident or 
a winter visitor getting ready to trailer a 
boat back home. AZGFD, along with au-
thorized contractors, is offering free in-
spections and decontamination of boats 
traveling away from AIS-designated wa-
ters.

 “Watercraft inspection and decontam-
ination programs are extremely effective 
in preventing the spread of AIS, but we 
need the public’s help,” said Kate Duke-
tte, aquatic invasive species coordinator. 
“Having your boat inspected and, if nec-
essary, decontaminated is critical in stop-
ping the spread of mussels and AIS into 
other bodies of water.”

 Helping to stop the spread of AIS is 
the responsibility of everyone working 
together to protect and keep the state’s 
waterways clean. In fact, traveling across 
state lines with AIS can result in fines, 
quarantines and even impoundments. 
Decontamination is required for water-
craft that have been exposed to quagga 
mussel-infested waters for six or more 
consecutive days.

 AIS are non-native species that are of-
ten unintentionally introduced by human 
movement. They do not have predators 
outside of their native range and are able 
to outcompete native species. They can 
be animals, plants and even pathogens 
that cause disease in native fish or other 
aquatic animals. 

Often invisible to the naked eye, AIS 
can be extremely difficult to control. 
Once introduced, they can alter or de-
stroy ecosystems by interrupting food 

chains, cause damage to boats or recre-
ational gear, clog water and power infra-
structure, and create safety hazards.

 To schedule an inspection or decon-
tamination (call two to three weeks in 
advance):

• Arizona Game and Fish AIS Pro-
gram: (623) 236-7608

• Woods to Water Wildlife Solutions 
LLC: (602) 920-4891

• Katherine Landing (Lake Mohave/
Bullhead City): (928) 754-3245

 
Always remember to take the following 
steps:

• Clean boats, waders, anchors, equip-
ment and gear by removing mud, plants, 
and attached animals such as snails or 
quagga mussels. Freeze waders overnight 
to eliminate fish pathogens and other 
aquatic hitchhikers.

• Drain all residual water from engines 
and motors, ballast tanks, live wells and 
bait wells. Pull the bilge plug and leave it 
out during transport. Store it in a location 
where it will be remembered before the 
next launch, such as beside the boat keys 
or in the glove box.

• Dry all equipment that comes in 
contact with water, such as life jackets, 
ropes, buoys, tubes, etc.

 “It is our responsibility to be stewards 
of the places that we love,” Dukette said. 
“Stopping the spread of AIS keeps our 
waters clean and beautiful for ourselves 
and future generations.”

 For more information on aquatic inva-
sive species, visit: www.azgfd.gov/AIS.

Angler Posts
For each edition of the Fishing Report, 

we’ll select some photos and reports sub-
mitted by members of the angling pub-
lic either through the Fish AZ Facebook 
Group or through the bfishing@azgfd.
gov email address. If you’d like your 
photo/report considered for publication 
here, please indicate the species, place, 
date, name (we only publish first name 
and last initial), and any other informa-
tion you’d like to provide. For more pho-
tos (including new photos each day), visit 
the Fish AZ Facebook Group.

Thank You, Anglers!
Arizona fishing opportunities wouldn’t 

be possible without the Sport Fish Res-
toration Program. It was created through 
the Dingell-Johnson Act of 1950 (Fed-
eral Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act) 
and the Wallop-Breaux amendments of 
1984. Through a federal excise tax paid 
by manufacturers on fishing gear and mo-
torboat fuels, it provides grant funds for 
fishery conservation, boating access, and 
aquatic education. n

ARMED FORCES DAY
MAY 15
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For more information:  pleasantharbor.com

 Pleasant Harbor Marina (623) 235-6130    
Pleasant Harbor RV Resort (623) 235-61408708 W. Harbor Boulevard 

Peoria, AZ 85383

Full Service Marina:
 � Affordable Slip Rentals
 � Dry Storage
 � Mechanical Repair
 � Launch & Retrieval
 � Closest Entry to Lake Pleasant

Just 45 minutes from downtown Phoenix!

Pleasant Harbor
at Lake Pleasant

H2-Whoa!
World’s Largest  

Floating Waterslide

RV Resort
254 Sites + Clubhouse

Boat Cruise
The Phoenix a  

150-passenger Cruise Boat

Marina
Slip Rental & Storage 

RV & Boat Sales + Restaurant

H2-Whoa!

Living  
  the Life!
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Contact Mike Wallace at (480) 228-7733 or triplewallproductions@gmail.com

MOTHER’S DAY GIFTS FOR OUTDOORS MOMS

By MarGIe anDerSon

Mother’s Day is almost here and if you 
need ideas for gifts for your adventurous 
mom, look no further – we’ve got gifts 
and adventures here starting at under $20 
and something on the list is sure to make 
your mom smile.

Under $20
www.MyTopo.com is the place where 

you can make Mom a personalized map 
of her favorite place – that summer cab-
in, that lake where she and dad honey-
mooned, the rapids she ran, her favorite 
camping area, her home neighborhood, 
her favorite hunting area, or even her fa-
vorite trail. The gift of a map can be senti-

Enjoy Shopping 
For This Special Lady

mental and practical at the same time! We 
have a large collection of MyTopo maps 
(mostly AZ Hunt Unit maps) and they are 
waterproof, UV fade resistant, and tear re-
sistant, and come in a range of sizes. 

A custom map of Margie’s Peak in 
Arizona (because of my name!) is 24 x 36 
inches and just $16.95. Create your own 
map online at mytopo.com and choose 
size, area, rolled, folded – all kinds of 
possibilities. All kinds of maps available 
ready-made or custom. 

batteries. Get her a set of rechargeable tri-
ple A’s and a little solar charger and she’ll 
be ready for anything!   

www.swab-its.com has unique durable 
foam swabs in a va-
riety of shapes and 
sizes for tons of uses 
– gun cleaning, gear 
cleaning, painting, 
crafts, cleaning print-
ers and other gear 
– they are great for 
getting into cracks 
and crevices. Swab-
its are cleanable and 
reusable, so they’re 
really practical.  A 
Swab-its Hobby Tips 
20-Piece Premium 
Applicator Kit for crafting, face paint-
ing, rock painting – you name it – is only 
$15.99 right now – that’s $9 off.

More gift ideas for under $20 include 
a gaiter to protect Mom’s neck and face 
from the sun, a sun hat, a cool visor, in-
sulated water bottle, a book about edible 
plants in her area, or even a Boy Scout 
Handbook – they are chock full of sur-
vival and outdoor savvy.

$20 - $50
www.stansport.com has the ideal gift 

for the camping mom — a Balboa Pack-
able Cotton Blend Hammock. These stur-
dy hammocks are just $30.99 and include 
a stuff sack. They have a weight capacity 
of 250 pounds and are nice, breathable 
cotton to keep Mom cool while she’s doz-
ing in the shade of the trees. Ropes are 
included and they are good and strong. 

www.Fenixlighting.com offers the 
Fenix CL23 Camping Lantern in red or 
green. It’s a multi-directional lightweight 
camping lantern that takes three AA bat-
teries and produces max 300 lumens. 
It has three brightness levels and is just 
$39.95 with an extra O-ring to boot. One 
of the great features of this lantern is the 

This is a sample photo of the kind 
of map you can create for mom 
on MyTopo.com. I chose Margie’s 
Peak as the center of the map and 
MyTopo did the rest. 

The Kaito radio is small enough to 
pack even for a backpacker, and 
it is an am/fm radio and alarm 
clock. It also comes with a set of 
earphones. 

www.survivalfrog.com has a ton of 
great survival gear, and any outdoor mom 
will appreciate a Kaito KA208 pocket-
sized portable radio. It costs less than $20 
and it’s an am/fm radio that includes a set 
of earphones. This little radio is easy to 
carry or clip to your other gear, and also 
functions as an alarm clock. The best part 
– it’s only about the size of a deck of cards 
and weighs just four ounces. Takes 2 AAA 

Balboa Hammock

The Fenix Cl23 lantern comes in red or green.

multiple-direction lighting for camping 
and tent. There are two light sources – 
white and red, and it has reverse polarity 
protection to protect it if the batteries are 
inserted the wrong way. 

This little lantern is rain resistant and 
in an emergency can be powered by just 
one or two batteries. While you’re on the 
Fenixlighting.com website, be sure to 
check out all their other lighting products. 
They make first-rate flashlights, headlam-
ps, and bike lights, too. Be sure to check 
out their E01 V2.0, E02R (my favorite – 
a rechargeable EDC flashlight) and E12 
V2.0 – these are all small flashlights that 
will easily fit in her purse. 

Gaia Maps Subscription
Mom will never wander off on the 

wrong road again, even off-road, if she has 
a subscription to Gaia GPS. A Gaia Maps 
subscription (buy it in the app or online 
at www.gaiagps.com ) is $40 for a year 
and allows you to use Gaia maps offline. 
These maps give you a variety of layers to 
choose from, and here’s the absolute best 
part — if you have a www.trailsoffroad.
com membership also, you can upload 
off-road trailmaps to your Gaia app and 

Swab-its will 
help Mom 

keep all her 
gear clean. 

stream them to your car screen on newer 
models – awesome! 

We bought both subscriptions and 
we are loving it. We upload Trailsof-
froad.com trail maps to Gaia and they 
are shown in green on the Gaia app. You 
can drop waypoints and record your trip 
and all kinds of cool stuff. We stream the 
Gaia app to the screen on our Jeep, and 
it makes it so easy to follow the trail – 
you know how hard that is sometimes. A 
membership to Trailsoffroad.com is just 
$25 for all access. 

$50 -$100 Adventures
(I have gone on all of these adventures, 

so I can personally vouch for them.)

MOMS, continued on page 15



Tutoring, Editing, Writing
$25/hour

(4 hour minimum)
Carol Allen 

editor@azbw.com

As a college English teacher, editor, and writer of both

fiction and non-fiction for many years, I am available 

online (or by U.S. mail) for tutoring, editing, proofreading,

copyediting, and writing. I have skills in academic 

research at both high school and college levels and can

also assist those working toward their GEDs, those who

need help with resumes, and with both advertising and

proposals.

PORT LAND CRUISING

www.azbw.com  •  westernoutdoortimes.com  •  floridaboatingandwatersports.com May 2021  |  15

Kiokom Touchscreen
Kiosks are a Virtual
Concierge and Provide
Info and Discounts on
the SPOT!!

• Drives Tourism Around the State
• Generates revenue for your business
• Provides your guests with up-to-date 

information about your property
• Displays your message 24/7
• Allows you to measure your results daily
• Reaches the community and targets your 

demographics
• Allows you to update your message via a 

username & password
• Has unique "text me" feature to send your 

information to a cell phone with 
Hyperlinks for: Business Address, Phone 
Number and Website!

• Uses QR Codes to direct visitors to your 
website (QR = Quick Response)

KioKom, LLC: P.O. Box 715, Scottsdale, Arizona 85252
(480) 389-4669 • donna@kiokom.com • www.kiokom.com

Flagstaff Extreme Adventure Course
One of the most fun days we’ve had 

with our grandkids (teenagers), was doing 
the Flagstaff Extreme Adventure Course. 
Prices start at $55 for adults, and it takes 
approximately four hours to complete the 
course. You get a half hour of instruction, 
and the course starts easy, then gets harder 
and higher up in the pine trees. 

It’s an absolute blast and makes you 
feel like Indiana Jones. Buy Mom a ticket 
and go with her. They also have Adven-
ture Ziplines starting at $55, and that 
course takes around two hours. A Date-
night zipline ticket is $58 for two people.  
www.flagstaffextreme.com

A Trip Down The Verde River
Another fabulous adventure is a trip 

down the Verde River with the Clarkdale 
Kayak Company – a guided,  2-1/2 hour 
kayak trip that covers three and a half 
miles of river — gorgeous. Total time 
with shuttle from Main Street Café (in-
cluded) is about 3-1/2 hours and the price 
is $81.40 for adults plus 9.85% tax and 
town permit fee of $8.50. Really, this was 
so much fun – very peaceful at times and 
very exciting at others. We had an abso-
lute blast. Mom will love it! www.clark-
dalekayak.com. 

Verde Canyon Railroad 
We took the Verde Canyon Railroad 

with our best friends (we met them on a 
trip down the Colorado River). This train 
ride takes you through some gorgeous 
country and gives you views of the Verde 
River canyon that you won’t get to see 
any other way. It’s absolutely gorgeous, 
especially in spring or fall. We saw all 
kinds of wildlife from the train, include a 
bear, and we saw old cliff dwellings too. 

The cabins are so comfortable and 
it’s just $99 for an adult first class ticket, 
which includes living-room style seating 
and panoramic windows, individually 
packaged snacks, and bottled water. All 
of the train cars connect to open-air view-
ing platforms, which is where we ended 
up spending most of the time. You can go 
from side to side so you don’t miss any-
thing, and get great photos. The trip takes 
about 3-1/2 hours round trip to Perkins-

MOMS
Continued from page 14

The Clarkdale Kayak Company trip is still one of our favorite memories.

Trinity crosses the planks while emily and grandpa wait their turn at Flagstaff 
extreme. We all loved this place!

ville and back. We absolutely loved it. 
www.verdecanyonrr.com. 

$50-$100
W o r r i e d 

about your 
spunky mom 
traipsing around 
by herself? Why 
not get her a 
LifeShield ® 
Self Defense 
Kit with Stun 
Gun, Pepper 
Spray, Personal 
Alarm and Car-
rying case for 
$69.97?You can 
get one at www.
s u r v i v a l f r o g .
com. Great for 
moms who are 
not comfortable with guns – it’s non-le-
thal and gives you time to get away. The 
kit is compact so Mom can carry all three 
in her purse or bag. The stun gun is just 
4.15 x 2.15 x 1 inch so she can keep it in 
her hand or pocket. The alarm can attach 
to mom’s keys or the outside of her purse. 
Survival Frog has lots of other gear, too. 
Check them out.

The lifeShield Self 
Defense Kit from 

Survival Frog 
gives Mom non-

lethal self defense 
options.

up to 550 degrees F. 
The Sport costs $219, and it’s great for 

preppers moms and camping moms – she 
can cook even when fires are prohibited, 
and cook without smoke or power – great 
for those annoying power outages, too.
www.gosun.com. 

Garmin InReach Mini
John and I have a Garmin InReach 

Mini because our adventures take us out 
in the boonies just about every week. If 
we had a breakdown or something and 
needed to get hold of help, it’s a long hike 
up a mountain to try to get cell service. 

The InReach Mini is $350, plus just 
under $14/month for a subscription. It al-
lows you to send a certain number of text 
messages per month, and you can enter a 
set of numbers you want it to reach, like 
your kids or someone else who won’t 
mind driving a few hundred miles to help 
you get out of the mud. LOL! Seriously, 
the InReach Mini gives us immense peace 
of mind, and our kids, too. You can find 

one at www.garmin.com. They also have 
a ton of other great products for outdoor 
adventurers, including sport watches, 
GPS units, trackers, etc.

She’ll Love One Of These
I’m willing to bet your mom would 

love to have one of these gifts or adven-
tures, so get online and start shopping. n

our In-reach 
Mini is always 

with us off-road 
so we can get 

help if we need 
it. Depending 

on your 
subscription 

level, you can 
do a lot more 
with it if you 

want. We 
just have the 
minimum in 

case we ever 
need help. 

The GoSun Sport will let mom cook 
dinner with no fire and no smoke - 
and the Sport is their fastest solar 
cooker.

Splurges $200-$400
Gosun.com Sport

My dad was camp chef when I was 
growing up, but I have taken over that re-
sponsibility and I really enjoy it. One of 
the things on my wishlist is a Gosun.com 
Sport – it’s their fastest solar oven and it 
cooks 2-3 meals in just 20 minutes under 
direct sun. Light and compact so you can 
take it anywhere, and it quickly reaches 
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WE ARE 
VFW POST 3513

AUXILIARY

VFW Post 3513
We are the largest VFW Post in Scottsdale and the only Scottsdale VFW Post with its 

own building for events. We are located one mile south of downtown Scottsdale.
7220 E Wilshire Dr, Scottsdale, AZ · (480) 941-9849

 
BECOME AN  AUXILIARY MEMBER.  
Contact Dorothy Callaway
dmcallaway@cox.net

PORT LAND CRUISING

oH, My! — Pleistocene open woodland scene from the western portion of 
the Grand Canyon. The painting by artist Julius Csotonyi features american 
cheetahs (Miracinonyx trumani), Harrington’s mountain goat (oreamnos 
harringtoni), Shasta ground sloth (nothrotheriops shastensis), Stock’s vampire 
bats (Desmodus stocki), California condor (Gymnogyps californianus), and a 
woodrat (neotoma).

Ground Sloths, Cheetahs And Mountain Goats — Oh My! 
Thousands of Grand 
Canyon fossils revealed 
in largest park-specific 
paleontological inventory 
in NPS history.
FroM  U.S DeParTMenT oF  
InTerIor, naTIonal ParK SerVICe

After a multi-year effort, the National 
Park Service and the Utah Geological 
Association have published Grand Can-
yon National Park Centennial Paleonto-
logical Resources Inventory: A Century 
of Fossil Discovery and Research, avail-
able for public download on the Utah 
Geological Association website.

The publication documents more than 
1.2 billion years of paleontological his-
tory in Grand Canyon. The rich fossil 
record uncovered during the inventory 
showcases flora and fauna from ancient 
Precambrian microbial mats to Pleis-
tocene megafauna — including Shasta 
ground sloths, Harrington’s mountain 
goats, and the American cheetah — 
which lived in Grand Canyon’s lime-
stone caves during the most recent Ice 
Age.

“Our understanding of the fossil re-
cord advances with new discoveries un-
covered during each field season. The 
Grand Canyon paleontological inven-
tory, and similar work in other parks, 
reward us all with new and more com-
plete information about prehistoric life 
and the ancient world where they lived,” 
said National Park Service paleontolo-
gist Vincent Santucci. 

Grand Canyon’s substantial strati-

graphic record shows the canyon has 
been home to ancient sharks, Permian 
plants, proto-reptiles, and now-extinct 
mammals as the environment shifted 
from hospitable oceans to harsh deserts 
over hundreds of millions of years.

The Grand Canyon National Park 
Centennial Paleontological Resource 
Inventory represents the largest park-
specific fossil inventory in National Park 
Service history. The centennial of Grand 

Canyon in 2019 became the ideal back-
drop for this project and required the col-
laboration of a team of paleontologists, 
NPS staff, and a number of park partners 
including Grand Canyon Conservancy 
and the Utah Geological Association. 
Their efforts, which included the first-
ever park Paleo Blitz at Grand Canyon 
and a special National Fossil Day out-
reach event, improved understanding of 
ancient environments, extinction events 

and a created a new catalogue of ancient 
life at Grand Canyon.

Thanks to the collective contributions 
of National Park Service staff, park part-
ners and other paleontologists, this new 
paleontological inventory catalogues 
fossil specimens in the park’s museum 
collection and will contribute to new 
educational and interpretive efforts on 
Grand Canyon paleontology.

The objective of the paleontological 
inventory was to identify the scope, sig-
nificance, distribution and management 
issues associated with fossils in the park. 
Through this effort, the NPS compiled 
paleontological resource information 
for the public, park managers and staff 
to better understand the non-renewable 
paleontological resources under their 
stewardship, and in turn helps inform fu-
ture park planning and decision-making 
which may relate to park fossils.

Interested in learning more? Travel 
back in time and read the Grand Canyon 
National Park Centennial Paleontologi-
cal Resource Inventory on the Utah Geo-
logical Association website.

Grand Canyon National Park, located 
in northern Arizona, encompasses 277 
miles (446 km) of the Colorado River and 
adjacent uplands. One of the most spec-
tacular examples of erosion anywhere in 
the world, Grand Canyon is unmatched 
in the incomparable vistas it offers visi-
tors on the rim. Grand Canyon National 
Park is a World Heritage Site. The Na-
tional Park Service cares for the special 
places saved by the American people so 
that all may experience our heritage. 

Grand Canyon National Park Contact: 
Office of Communications, 928-638-
7779, www.nps.gov/grca n

Go Lake Havasu Says 
Reserve Now For Summer

Tourism officials cite pent-up demand for lakeview 
house and boat rentals, campsites and wedding venues.

The long dark year under COVID-19 
restrictions is starting to brighten. Trav-
elers once forced to entertain themselves 
at home are now feeling emboldened by 
vaccinations and are ready to venture out 
to their next destination. 

According to HuffPost (April 6), so-
called “revenge travel” is in vogue – mil-
lions of Americans tired of being cooped 
up at home are retaliating against COV-
ID-19 by celebrating how the pandemic is 
losing its grip over their travel plans. 

Based upon advance reservations, 
tourism officials in Lake Havasu City, 
located along the shores of the Colorado 
River about a 2-1/2 hour drive south of 
Las Vegas, are bracing for a welcome 
flood of pent-up demand for lakeview 
house and boat rentals, campsites and 
wedding venues. 

“The increased reservations for this 
summer are a breath of fresh air for ho-
tels, rental companies and restaurants that 

have been through difficult times, but are 
eager to again welcome visitors back to 
take a much-needed break by the lake,” 
said Terence Concannon, president/CEO 
of Go Lake Havasu, the local tourism bu-
reau.

“We’ve all been through a lot together 
and look forward to welcoming visitors 
back in much greater numbers.”

 
Hundreds Of Lake Havasu 
City Vacation Rentals Are 
Going Fast 

A typical one-bedroom lakeshore 
condo with pool – a vacation rental close 
to downtown shopping and beaches – is 
available for $150 but going fast, accord-
ing to Destination Havasu (www.book-
lakehavasu.com), a full-service real es-
tate and property management company 
based in the city with 40 rental properties. 

“We’re now booking heavily for the 
HAVASU, continued on page 19
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PORT WESTERN WILDLIFE

No cases found in 
nearly 1,600 samples 
tested from latest 
hunting seasons. 

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment (AZGFD) has announced that Ari-
zona continues to be clear of Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD), a fatal wildlife 
disease that affects the nervous system 
of deer and elk. Arizona’s deer and elk 
populations remain free of CWD due to 

diligent surveillance efforts. 
Department officials did not find any 

cases of CWD in the 1,589 deer (mule and 
white-tailed) and elk that were sampled in 
2020 — the most in more than a decade. 
AZGFD collected 519 samples from ani-
mals that were harvested and voluntarily 
submitted by hunters, and another 1,070 
samples through partnerships with game 
processors and taxidermists. 

AZGFD has been testing for the pres-
ence of the disease in Arizona since 1998. 
While CWD has been found in the neigh-
boring states of Utah, New Mexico and 
Colorado, the disease has not been detect-
ed in Arizona. CWD has not been docu-
mented to cause disease in people.

The department is grateful for the as-
sistance of hunters who submit deer and 
elk heads for testing, as well as the co-
operation of game processors and taxider-
mists. For more information about CWD, 
visit the Chronic Wasting Disease Alli-
ance website at http://cwd-info.org/. Also, 
check out a video that addresses 14 of the 
most commonly asked questions about 
CWD. The questions were submitted by 
hunters from across the nation, and the 
answers were provided by top CWD ex-
perts and researchers. The video was pro-
duced by the National Deer Alliance. n

Arizona’s Deer, Elk Clear Of Chronic Wasting Disease

13 Species Of Rattlesnakes Call Arizona Home
264 bites recorded 
statewide in 2020. 

 With more people getting out-
doors to take advantage of the state’s 
warm, spring weather, it’s important 
to keep in mind that 13 species of rattle-
snakes also call Arizona home.

Depending on location, the species 
that are encountered most often are the 
Western diamondback, sidewinder, Mo-
jave and black-tailed rattlesnakes.  

“Arizona has more rattlesnake spe-
cies than any other state, and we can all 
celebrate that amazing biodiversity,” said 
Thomas Jones, amphibians and reptiles 
program manager for the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department.

In warm desert areas, rattlesnakes are 
most active from March through October. 
During the spring, it’s not uncommon 
for rattlesnakes to be out during daylight 
hours. As the days become increasingly 

hot, though, usually 
around early May, 

rattlesnakes tend 
to move around 
more at night.

April into 
early May is typi-

cally an active time 
for rattlesnakes, as they are coming out 
of hibernation. “We want people to know 
that there is a higher than average chance 
that they might encounter a rattlesnake 
when they are out recreating,” Jones said. 

Statewide, 35 bites were reported last 
April to the Arizona Poison and Drug In-
formation Center. 

Watch Your Step At Home
Rattlesnakes can easily blend in with 

their surroundings, so a person should al-
ways be mindful where they are placing 
their feet and hands. Carry a flashlight at 
night, especially on warmer nights when 
rattlesnakes can be most active. 

Stay On The Trail 
Encounters with rattlesnakes and other 

venomous reptiles can take place any-
where, but they are more likely to occur 
when a person leaves a marked trail or 
wanders away from a heavily traveled 
area. Always stay on marked trails and be 
aware of your surroundings. 

When encountering a rattlesnake, re-
member that the reptile is more concerned 
with being left alone. Back away from the 
rattlesnake, give it a wide berth, and con-
tinue on your way. An agitated rattlesnake 
will often hold its ground but will not give 
chase. 

“Although accidents certainly happen, 
rattlesnakes are typically not dangerous 
unless provoked,” Jones said.  

If A Rattlesnake Bite Occurs 
—

• Remain calm and reassure the victim. 
• Call 911 and seek medical attention 

without delay.
• Remove all jewelry, watches, etc. 

from the affected area. 
• Immobilize the extremity and keep at 

level below the heart. 
• Decrease total body activity as is fea-

sible.
• What NOT To Do If A Rattlesnake 

Bite Occurs —
• Do NOT apply ice to the bite area.
• Do NOT use an incision of any kind.
• Do NOT use a constriction band or 

tourniquet. 
• Do NOT administer alcohol or drugs. 
• Do NOT use electric shock treatment.
Leaving a rattlesnake alone can sig-

nificantly reduce the risk of being bitten. 
In fact, more than half of all rattlesnake 
bites are provoked by the person who was 
bitten.  For additional information and 
resources about rattlesnake bites, contact 
the Arizona Poison Drug and Information 
Center at 1-800-222-1222.  n

13 Species Of Rattlesnakes Call Arizona Home

 With more people getting out-
doors to take advantage of the state’s 
warm, spring weather, it’s important 

hot, though, usually 
around early May, 

rattlesnakes tend 

early May is typi
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terslide —  H2Whoa!? 
A popular activity for all ages at Pleas-

ant Harbor includes a trip aboard The Phoe-
nix, a 150-person boat cruise, departing 
throughout the week, as well hosting sunset 
and dinner cruise opportunities.

We Have It All
Want to ride a boat or cool off on wa-

ter skis? Rent a Jet Ski? Kayak, paddle 
board or sailboat?  How about trying out 
fly boarding?  This extreme watersport al-
lows visitors the opportunity to propel up 
to 50 feet off the water with the assistance 
of horse power, fueled by water propulsion 
from a fire hose. These and much more are 
all available at Pleasant Harbor and, for 
most Phoenicians, the closest spot to enjoy 
lake fun.   

“We pretty much have it all,” said Glen 
Vortherms, general manager of Maricopa 
Water District (MWD), owner and operator 
of Pleasant Harbor.  “With our close prox-
imity to Phoenix, and seven-day-a-week 
public access, we are one of the hidden 
gems of the Valley.”  

Dillon’s Bayou Restaurant
After a day full of lake activities, enjoy a 

meal and beverages at Dillon’s Bayou.  The 
restaurant is open for lunch and dinner dur-
ing the week and breakfast, lunch and din-
ner on the weekends.  There’s no reason to 
drive back home after a full day of activities 
-- Pleasant Harbor RV resort offers 254 sites 
with full hookups and unlimited dry camp-
ing, with amazing views of Lake Pleasant. 

Summer weekends fill up fast, so be sure to 
call ahead for reservations (623.235.6140).
Contact Information

“There is something to do for everyone,” 
said Chad Case, Pleasant Harbormarina 
manager.  “With so much activity both on 
and off the lake, Pleasant Harbor at Lake 
Pleasant is a great way to enjoy summer.” 
For more information about the Pleasant 
Harbor, please call 623.235.6140 or visit 
www.pleasantharbor.com. 

Pleasant Harbor (at Lake 
Pleasant) Recreational 
Opportunities —

Pleasant Harbor& RV Resort:    
www.pleasantharbor.com

Dillon’s (Bayou) Restaurant  
http://dillonsrestaurant.com/dillons-bayou/

Go Paddle AZ: www.gopaddleaz.com
Pleasant Harbor Boat Rentals: http://

boats4rent.com/lake-pleasant/
Go Sail AZ: www.gosailaz.com
Lake Pleasant Sailing Club: http://lake-

pleasantsailing.com
Lake Pleasant Boat Cruises: www.lake-

pleasantcruises.com

Getting There
From the Phoenix area, Pleasant Har-

bor is the closest destination and entrance 
to Lake Pleasant, conveniently located off 
Carefree Highway and 87th Avenue (8708 
W. Harbor Boulevard, Peoria, AZ 85383).  
Visitors exiting I-17, travel west on Care-
free Highway, or take North 99th Avenue/
North Lake Pleasant Parkway from Bell 
Road to Carefree Highway and then west 
to 87th Avenue and then onto Harbor Bou-
levard. Pleasant Harbor admission fee is 
$7.00 per vehicle. n

LIFE
Continued from page 1

HIKE
Continued from page 1

strongly recommend you visit Appreciate 
AZ to brush up on Leave No Trace prin-
ciples and important outdoors tips for ex-
periencing Arizona’s wildlands.

The Arizona Trail
The Arizona National Scenic Trail 

comprises 43 passages along 800 miles 
from the Arizona-Mexican border to the 
Arizona-Utah border. These two passages 
offer much in the way of backcountry ex-
ploration.

Passage 34 San Francisco Peaks
Nearest town: Flagstaff
Distance: 35.3 miles point-to-point
Difficulty level: Moderate
This trail skirts the southern and west-

ern flanks of the San Francisco Peaks, 
starting at Schultz Pass a few miles north 
of Flagstaff and terminating further north 
at Cedar Ranch. Along the route, hikers 
are treated to outstanding views of Agas-
siz and Humphreys Peaks (Arizona’s two 
highest peaks) and the photogenic mead-
ow around Bismarck Lake—with plenty 
of chances to spot elk, deer and other 
wildlife. This long trek is well suited to 
backpacking and camping, with water 
at Schultz Tank and Alfa Fia Tank, and 
sometimes at Kelly and East Cedar tanks 
(make sure to bring a purifier).

Passage 23 Mazatzal Divide
Nearest town: Payson
Distance: 24.3 miles point-to-point
Difficulty level: Moderate
The Mazatzals cut an imposing figure 

to the west as you drive along the Beeline 
Highway (Hwy 87), but the hike from the 
Mt. Peeley Trailhead to Red Hills Trail 
junction provides a solitary wilderness ex-
perience far from the hum of tires. Much 
of the trail tracks along the ridgeline, offer-
ing spectacular views both east and west. 
Brody Seep junction, where Chilson Camp 
can be found, is one of the recommended 
areas to set up for the night. Water, which 
must be purified, can generally be found at 
Bear Spring, Chilson Spring, Horse Camp 
Seep and Hopi Spring.

Kelsey-Dorsey Loop
Nearest town: Flagstaff
Distance: 7.3-mile loop
Difficulty level: Moderate
The adventure starts with the drive to 

the trailhead—about 21 miles of rugged 
road from the turnoff from Route 66 onto 
Forest Road 231—and it’s best navigated 
with a four-wheel-drive vehicle. The ben-
efit, of course, is that the jostling ride keeps 
traffic to a minimum, leaving you in peace 
to enjoy the panoramic vistas (particularly 
of Sycamore Canyon), lush vegetation, 
natural springs and wildlife. If you’re not 
doing a day hike, the camping area near 
Dorsey Spring offers an outstanding option 
for sleeping under the stars.

Hell’s Gate Trail
Nearest town: Payson
Distance: 14.5 miles round-trip
Difficulty level: Strenuous
Twelve miles east of town, this trail 

descends from the pine forest into a gor-
geous canyon where Tonto Creek flows 
into Haigler Creek. The hike in has some 
ups and downs, prior to a final stretch 
that drops 1,800 feet in 2.5 miles — and 
you can anticipate taking almost twice as 
much time and stamina to climb back out. 
If anything, it’s an excuse to spend a night 
in the canyon, enjoy the swimming hole 
and bring your gear to fish for trout. Be 
forewarned that summer weekends will be 
busy. The creek water is potable if filtered.

More Information
For more adventures and information, 

see Visit Arizona [admin@visitarizona.
com]. n

WATER
Continued from page 1

with water, we join you in respect for it 
and commitment to its care. We also hope 
to join you in some of the wonderful “ wa-
terful” activities at Lake Pleasant and oth-
er destinations here in the Southwest. n

need to worry about last-minute license 
purchases, xpiration deadlines, license fee 
increases or residency requirements. You 
will retain the privilege for life.

Lifetime license holders will still be 
required to purchase either resident or 
nonresident big game tags or permits as 
required by law.

Change Of Resident Status
If a lifetime license holder subsequently 

changes resident status from Arizona, the 
licensee must then purchase nonresident 
stamps, tags, and permits. A nonresident 
tag or stamp can accompany your lifetime 
resident license. The lifetime license will 
remain legal for the taking of all wildlife 
as permitted by law. Residency may be re-
established after moving back to Arizona 
and meeting the required time period as set 
forth by law.

What Is My License?
Upon purchase of any lifetime license, 

you will be immediately issued a paper 
license valid for the taking of wildlife in 
Arizona. Shortly thereafter you will be is-
sued a permanent plastic license appropri-
ate to the license purchased which will be 
mailed to you.

Lifetime License As A Gift
Arizona’s lifetime licenses make the 

perfect gift for someone who sharesyour 
commitment to the resource. The lifetime 
license truly becomes the gift for a life-
time!

The Cost
The fee for this license is $1,500. The 

difference between $1,500 and the fee the 
licensee would otherwise pay for a resident 
lifetime license is considered a donation to 
the state for the continued management, 
protection and conservation of the state’s 
wildlife. This donation is tax deductible 
for the licensee to the extent allowed by 
federal and state income tax statutes for 
contributions to qualifying tax-exempt or-
ganizations. Please consult a tax advisor. 
The amount of the donation is credited 
to the wildlife endowment fund, which is 
used for wildlife conservation.

Welcome Aboard
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

ment invites you to join an exclusive 
group of lifetime license holders who have 
made a financial commitment to Arizona’s 
wildlife. As a participant, you can look 
forward to many years of hunting, fishing 
and enjoyment of this unique resource. Be 
the envy of your neighbors and be proud of 
your support to Arizona’s diverse wildlife 
resource for now and for years to come.

Pioneer License Application
• Applicable Arizona Statutes – A.R.S. 

17-336 (A)(1)
• Applicable Arizona Rules – R12-4-

201
• AZGFD Laws and Rules

Brief Description
A Pioneer License grants all the 

privileges of a Class F combination hunting 
and fishing license and also authorizes 
the holder to fish in all community lakes. 
People may qualify for a Pioneer License 
if they are  70 years of age or older and 
have been  residents of Arizona for 25 
or more consecutive years immediately 
preceding the application for the license.

Checklist
•  Process: Complete application form 

and submit with required additional infor-
mation.

• Application: Form 2728
• Fee: None
•  License Does Not Expire

Additional Information
The applicant for a pioneer license must 

submit any one of the following at the 
time of application: valid U.S. passport, 
original or certified copy of the applicant’s 
birth certificate or government-issued 
driver’s license or identification card. The 
Department will return the document to 
the applicant after verification. Pioneer Li-
cense applications may be processed and 
the license issued from the Phoenix Office 
or any Regional Office.

For more information and/or an appli-
cation, call (602) 942-3000 or visit www.
azgfd.gov or 

https://www.azgfd.com/Fishing/Regu-
lations/. n

LICENSES
Continued from page 1
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ttps://azwildlife.org/BOW/ by clicking 
the link that says BOW Class Descrip-
tions. It’s probably too late to get her in 
on the May 14-16 session, but you can 
join the waitlist and make sure you keep 
an eye on the site and like their Facebook 

page so you get a heads up for the next 
session.

A complete list of courses which you 
may find at BOW can be found at https://
azwildlife.org/BOW/ by clicking the 
link that says BOW Class Descriptions. 
It’s probably too late to get her in on the 
May 14-16 session, but you can join the 
waitlist and make sure you keep an eye 
on the site and like their Facebook page 

so you get a heads up for the next ses-
sion.

The Best Gift Of All
Finally, and possibly the thing Mom 

will love most: spend some time with 
her. Take her out to the Sporting Clays 
range, or an indoor range and just have 
fun shooting together. Try not to take it 
too hard if she out shoots you. n

GIFTS
Continued from page 9

• Hosted by: Grand Canyon Council 
BSA,Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited

• Contact: Alan, president@zanegrey-
tu.org, (925) 785-5583; www.campgeron-
imo.org/summer-camp-fish-camp/

Becoming An Outdoors 
Woman: May 14-16

A complete list of courses which you 
may find at BOW can be found athttps://
azwildlife.org/BOW/ by clicking the link 
that says BOW Class Descriptions. It 
may be too late to get in on the May 14-
16 session, but you can join the waitlist 
and make sure you keep an eye on the site 
and like their Facebook page so you get a 
heads up for the next session. n

EVENTS
Continued from page 2

2021 summer season and expect to sell 
out again this year,” says co-owner Ra-
chael Atkinson, “especially during holi-
days and busy event weekends.”

She believes that with increased vac-
cinations, and the lifting of Arizona’s 
stay-at-home order, there’s even less 
travel hesitancy this season, leading to 
even greater demand. 

“Everyone is feeling safer and travel is 
going back into effect,” she says.

Atkinson points to one dream rental 
popular with families: a seven-bedroom, 
five bath lakeview home that accommo-
dates 16 people. Three families can rent 
it for $1,200 per night or just $75 per per-
son per night. 

She recommends renting from a local 
licensed professional available on call 
to handle any issues. Generally, using a 
local rental firm can eliminate booking 
fees common with vacation rental web-
sites. For a complete list of Lake Havasu 

City property management companies, 
view: https://www.golakehavasu.com/
vacation-rentals-condos 

Over on Airbnb.com, a quaint, one-
bedroom lake house situated on Lake 
Havasu accommodates four guests 
for $450 per night. (www.airbnb.com/
rooms/182265340). Other one-bedroom 
rentals start as low as $27 per night in the 
city. Airbnb lists over 300 Lake Havasu 
City rental properties to choose from, 
many with private pools. 

We’re Going To 
Need A Bigger Boat      

Boats big enough to float a family are 
most popular in Lake Havasu City; boat 
dealerships are grappling with the highest 
demand they’ve seen in years, according 
to Lake Havasu City’s Today’s News-
Herald. 

Customers are looking for “anything 
that gets them outdoors,” John Meyers, 
general manager of USA RV & Marine, 
said. “They want to get out. They want 
to do things. They want to get out on the 
water.”

Family-style deck and pontoon boats 
are in greatest demand. For example, a 
four-hour rental of a 24-ft.,12-passenger 
pontoon from Havasu Adventure Com-
pany in mid-June rents for $385. Price 
includes gas and taxes (www.havasuad-
venturecompany.com/rentals/). 

For a complete list of Lake Havasu 
City boat rental companies, view: 

https://www.golakehavasu.com/Wa-
ter-Based

Cattail Cove State Park
S’more Than Enough Campsites 
Still Available Midweek

Coronavirus shutdowns and stay-
at-home advice over the past year have 
triggered a flood of visitors wanting to 
get out and enjoy the great outdoors at 
campsites. Reservations at popular area 
campgrounds are available but filling up 
quickly. Lake Havasu, Buckskin Moun-
tain, and Cattail Cove State Park have 
campsites available midweek through 
spring, with nightly rates starting at $30. 
Weekend availability begins opening up 
in late summer through fall. Check camp-

site availability and make reservations at 
the Arizona State Parks website (https://
azstateparks.com/reserve/).

What’s more, Arizona State Parks and 
the Bureau of Land Management host nu-
merous primitive boat-in campsites along 
Lake Havasu. 

See https://www.golakehavasu.com/
boat-in-beaches-campsites for more in-
formation about locations, fees, rules, 
and amenities. 

HipCamp.com is booking the pri-
vate Wits End Ranch near Cattail Cove 
State Park. It’s surrounded by hundreds 
of miles of federal land with lots of open 
space for hiking, biking, ATV and Jeep 
off-roading. 

Far from the tourist crowds, the ranch 
is completely off-grid and secluded under 
a spectacular night sky. Propane and solar 
electricity provide power for cooking and 
lighting. There are plenty of reservations 
available between mid-April and mid-Ju-
ly 2021 (https://www.hipcamp.com/en-
US/arizona/wits-end-ranch/cattle-king-s-
overview). n

HAVASU
Continued from page 16

A Word To The Wise
When you go out on a hike with the 

whole family, remember a few simple tips:  
• Always bring lots of water for every-

one and a good rule of thumb is to turn 
around when you have half of your water 
supply left.  

• Stay on the designated trails and watch 
out for snakes (See page 17)

• Bring snacks for your kids (and for you 
too). 

• If you do bring snacks, remember to 
pick up your trash and #leavenotrace.  

• And a few words about sunscreen. 
Apply sunscreen liberally and often. Long 
sleeves and hats are also good ideas.

• Be aware of the guidelines for hiking 

with pets. (They may be happier at home.)
• Let family/friends know when and 

where you are going — and when you ex-
pect to return.

• Keep your fully charged cell phone 
with you — just in case.

• Above all, hike with the best compan-
ion of all: common sense. n
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