ON THE COVER

Spring Has
Sprung!
By Carol L. Allen

That’s the start of an old rhyme
that you probably heard as a kid.
However, here in the Southwest we
know this and are looking forward to
some of the highlights of this special
season.
My husband and I attended an Arizona Game & Fish Department Zoom
meeting recently and were amazed
and delighted with statistics that show
more and more people embracing the
outdoors: For example, fishing and
boating participation have increased
tremendously. If there is a positive
side to the pandemic, this may be it —
that more individuals are getting out
of their urban “comfort zones” and
off their electronic devices to spend
some time with Mother Nature. And,
very often these new-to-the-outdoors
folks have their kids along with them;
they come as families.
So, if you haven’t already, would
you like to join them — perhaps close
to home on a Tempe Lake boat ride,
or to one of the state parks to savor
the wildflower displays, or maybe
take the trip you haven’t had time for
in the past to our state’s crown jewel:
Grand Canyon National Park?
There are so many more choices,
but no matter what lures you to the
outdoors, we hope you enjoy every
minute of your time there and that
this natural “refreshment” will become a permanent part of your lifestyle. n

Lake
Fun

Enjoy Boating
Close To Home
From Downtown Tempe

Tempe Town Lake (TTL) has a plethora of attractions: restaurants, shops and
fun places to see. But, what is a lake without boats? No worries here as you can
cruise around the lake, power around it,
or paddle or pedal your way around for
a wonderful day at TTL. For starters, get
an overview here of available amenities
LAKE FUN, continued on page 17

PORTS

2

DOWNSTREAM

Spring traditions are both
sacred and secular.
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BOATING

You can go cruisin’ in Tempe.
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TACKLE & TARGET

This month’s featured pro
is Garry Garland.

GCNP Announces Spring 2021 Shuttle Bus Schedule
Beginning March 1, 2021, visitors traveling to Grand Canyon National Park should
be prepared for modified changes in shuttle
bus operations compared to previous years.
The spring schedule will be in place from
March 1 through May 28, 2021.

To Protect Public Health

To protect public health, all buses and
shuttle operations are still modified to meet
COVID-19 guidelines. The modified buses
carry a smaller number of passengers per
trip with additional safety measures in place,

Arizona’s Wildflowers

The Desert
Blooms Beauty
12

LAND CRUISING

Steam engines return in 2021.

15

WESTERN WILDLIFE
They are criminals!

From Arizona State Parks
azstateparks.com/wildflowers

Check out our extensive Arizona wildflower list at the bottom
of the page, complete with vibrant photos and bloom information!
How many will you see in 2021?
February showers make March wildflowers in the desert parks
and create yet another reason to explore this beautiful state! DurWILFLOWERS, continued on page 18

including —
• Shuttle capacity is limited to 15 passengers;
• Face masks/coverings are required in
line and on the bus; passengers must have
shuttle, continued on page 19
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Each Spring Season Celebrates
Both The Past And The Present
clock option. Bills have been introduced
in more than 30 states to end DST or
make it permanent.
The main argument for introducing
year-round DST is that the lifestyles and
work patterns of modern-day citizens are
no longer compatible with the concept of
shifting the clock every spring and fall.
Supporters also argue that switching to
‘’Forward Time’’ would also result in
saving energy by reducing the need for
artificial light.
The Sunshine Protection Act of 2019
was introduced in the Senate by Senator
Marco Rubio (R) of Florida to make the
times used for DST standard time and
abolish DST.

Ohio Clock in the U.S. Capitol being
turned forward for the country’s
first daylight saving time on March
31, 1918 by the Senate Sergeant at
Arms Charles Higgins.

Daylight Savings
Time Begins
March 14
The Uniform Time Act of 1966 established the system of uniform daylight
saving time throughout the US. In the
U.S., daylight saving time starts on the
second Sunday in March and ends on the
first Sunday in November, with the time
changes taking place at 2:00 a.m. local
time.
Daylight saving time in the United
States is the practice of setting the clock
forward by one hour when there is longer
daylight during day, so that evenings have
more daylight and mornings have less.
Most areas of the United States and Canada observe daylight saving time (DST),
the exceptions being Arizona (except for
the Navajo, who do observe daylight saving time on tribal lands), Hawaii, and the
overseas territories of American Samoa,
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands,
Puerto Rico, and the United States Virgin
Islands.
With a mnemonic word play referring
to seasons, clocks “spring forward, fall
back”—that is, in springtime the clocks
are moved forward from 2:00 a.m. to
3:00 a.m. and in fall they are moved back
from 2:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. Daylight saving time lasts for a total of 34 weeks (238
days) every year, about 65 percent of the
entire year.
History
Benjamin Franklin proposed a form
of daylight time in 1784. Writing as an
anonymous “subscriber”, his tongue-incheek essay, “An Economical Project for
Diminishing the Cost of Light”, written
to the editor of The Journal of Paris, observed that Parisians could save on candles by getting out of bed earlier in the
morning, making use of the natural morning light instead.
By his calculations, the total savings
by the citizens of Paris would be the approximate equivalent of $200 million today. Franklin’s suggestion seems to have
been more of a joke than a real proposal,
and nothing came of it.
2015–2019: DST Year-Round Proposals
An entire movement has been organized in support of the legalization of using daylight saving time as the year-round

Time In Arizona
Arizona observed DST in 1967 under
the Uniform Time Act because the state
legislature did not enact an exemption
statute that year. In March 1968 the DST
exemption statute was enacted and the
state of Arizona has not observed DST
since 1967. This is in large part intended
to conserve energy. Phoenix and Tucson
are among the hottest U.S. metropolitan
areas during the summer, resulting in
more power usage from air conditioning
units and evaporative coolers in homes
and businesses. An extra hour of sunlight
while people are active would cause people to run their cooling systems longer,
thereby using more energy.
The Navajo Indian Reservation extends into Utah and New Mexico and observes daylight saving time to coordinate
tribal affairs. The Hopi Reservation is entirely within the state of Arizona and is an
enclave within the Navajo Indian Reservation, but does not observe DST.
A stained
glass window
depicts Saint
Patrick dressed
in a green
robe with a
halo about his
head, holding
a shamrock in
his right hand
and a staff in
his left.

Saint Patrick’s Day
March 17
Saint Patrick’s Day, or
the Feast of Saint Patrick (Irish: Lá Fhéile
Pádraig, lit. ‘the Day
of the Festival of Patrick’), is a cultural and
religious celebration According
held on 17 March, to legend,
the traditional death Saint Patrick
date of Saint Patrick used the
(c. 385 – c. 461), the three-leaved
foremost patron saint shamrock to
explain the
of Ireland.
Saint
Patrick’s Holy Trinity to
Day was made an of- Irish pagans.
ficial Christian feast day in the early 17th
century and is observed by the Catholic
Church, the Anglican Communion (especially the Church of Ireland), the Eastern Orthodox Church, and the Lutheran
Church. The day commemorates Saint
Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in
Ireland, and celebrates the heritage and
culture of the Irish in general.
Celebrations generally involve public parades and festivals, céilís, and the
wearing of green attire or shamrocks.

Christians who belong to liturgical denominations also attend church services
and historically the Lenten restrictions on
eating and drinking alcohol were lifted
for the day, which has encouraged and
propagated the holiday’s tradition of alcohol consumption.
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Astronaut Chris Hadfield wearing
green in the International Space
Station on Saint Patrick’s Day,
2013

North America
Montreal hosts
one of the longestrunning and largest Saint Patrick’s
Day parades in
North
America.
One of the longestrunning and largest
Saint Patrick’s Day
(French: le jour de
la Saint-Patrick)
parades in North America occurs each
year in Montreal, whose city flag includes
a shamrock in its lower-right quadrant.
The yearly celebration has been organized
by the United Irish Societies of Montreal
since 1929. The parade has been held
yearly without interruption since 1824.
St Patrick’s Day itself, however, has been
celebrated in Montreal since as far back
as 1759 by Irish soldiers in the Montreal
Garrison following the British conquest
of New France.
The Toronto Maple Leafs hockey
team was known as the Toronto St. Patricks from 1919 to 1927, and wore green
jerseys. In 1999, when the Maple Leafs
played on St Patrick’s Day, they wore
green St Patrick’s retro uniforms. Some
groups, notably Guinness, have lobbied
to make Saint Patrick’s Day a national
holiday.
In March 2009, the Calgary Tower
changed its top exterior lights to new
green CFL bulbs just in time for St Patrick’s Day. Part of an environmental nonprofit organization’s campaign (Project
Porchlight), the green represented environmental concerns. Approximately 210
lights were changed in time for Saint Patrick’s Day, and resembled a Leprechaun’s
hat. After a week, white CFLs took their
place. The change was estimated to save
the Calgary Tower some $12,000 and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 104
tonnes.
Saint Patrick’s Day, while not a legal
holiday in the United States, is nonethe-
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THE FINE PRINT

Editor’s Note: Please submit announcements for AZBW/WOT’s calendar of events — ”Downstream” — to editor@azbw.com. To
guarantee placement, as room allows, items must be received by the tenth (10th) of the month prior to publication. Every effort is made
to ensure accuracy, but we assume no responsibility for print errors or omissions. We also reserve the right to edit each item. Please
include the name of the event, the date and time, the location, the organization, and contact information. You can also submit your event
individually at westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds.
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The entire contents of “Arizona Boating & Watersports”
and “Western Outdoor Times” are copyrighted © 2019
by Arizona Boating & Watersports, LLC. No part may
be reproduced in any form without the express written
consent of the Publisher. All property rights to any
advertisements produced for the advertiser by AZBW/
WOT, using artwork and/or typography furnished
or arranged by AZBW/WOT shall be the property of
AZBW/WOT. No such ad or any part thereof may be
reproduced or assigned without the consent of the
publisher. Stories ideas and photos are welcome.
We do not assume responsibility for unsolicited
material. The expressed views of our advertisers and
contributors are presented for reader interest only.
Publishing them neither constitutes endorsement by
AZBW/WOT nor necessarily reflects the opinions of
those involved with this publication.
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Our waterways are
ready, but are you?
To learn more about boating safely in Arizona visit
www.azgfd.gov/boating or call: 623-236-7258

Wear a life jacket.
Every trip.
Every time.

Under state law, life jackets are required to be worn by children 12
years old and younger, but it’s strongly urged that everyone wear
one while on the water. Life jackets save lives.
Before heading out on the water, it’s important that boaters check
to ensure that their life jackets are in good condition and that they
are the right size and ﬁt for passengers. Look for:
• Any rips or tears
• Missing straps
• Broken fasteners
• Ensure that the ﬂotation hasn’t shifted.
Life jackets should be inspected each boating season due to the
environment’s impact on their materials and replaced if neccessary.

Register Your Watercraft

Make sure your vessel’s registration is current before heading out on
the water! Skip the line and renew your watercraft registration online at

Arizona Game & Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086
602-942-3000 | www.azgfd.gov

www.azgfd.gov/boating

www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com
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Kokopelli Trailers Are Made To Fit
When they say “custom boat trailers”, they mean it!
Kokopelli custom aluminum boat trailers are built to fit your exact make and
model of boat. At Kokopelli Trailers, they
take pride in their attention to detail. Keep
in mind when considering purchasing custom aluminum boat trailers, many professional boaters opt to purchase aluminum
boat trailers. They are more lightweight
than galvanized steel, less expensive, low
maintenance, durable and are also easier
to keep clean and always look great.

Kokopelli Trailers Has
Answers To All Your
Trailer Concerns

Bearing Buddies
Due to loose rubber on the grease caps
or the caps’ getting damaged, all Kokopelli Trailers come with Bearing Buddy. It
will be the best way to keep your spindles,
bearings and hubs in the best condition for
the longest amount of time. If you already
have a Kokopelli Trailer and would like

to replace your grease caps with Bearing
Buddies, please call or email to get them
sent out.
• Replaces the grease cap in the axle
hub;
• Prevents wheel-bearing failure;
• Keeps water and dirt out of hubs and
bearings;
• Allows boat trailer wheels to be completely submerged;
• Stops corrosion and pitting on bearings;
• Provides easily accessible grease fitting;

• Makes adding grease to the bearings
quick and simple;
• Maintains slight, controlled pressure
(3 psi) with spring-loaded piston, preventing water from entering hub;
• Allows visual monitoring of grease
levels with blue indicator ring;
• Ring sits flush with top of cylinder
when full;
• If ring is below top, add grease to
move piston outward 1/8″;
• Prevents overfilling and rear seal
damage with automatic pressure-relief
feature;
• Grease seeps around piston edges and
into barrel when full;
• Constructed of stainless steel;
• Ensures longer-lasting fit than plastic
or aluminum products;
• Includes rubber covers;
• Installs easily;
• Made in the USA;
• Lifetime warranty.

Jim & Carol Allen and
VFW 3513 Auxiliary
would like to thank

A Boost of Confidence.
Free with every cleaning.

James Jenista, DDS

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
10715 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd., Suite 102, Scottsdale

Make an Appt: 480-860-6000
scottsdale-dentistry.com

$50 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT BY MENTIONING ARIZONA BOATING & WATERSPORTS
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A & A Materials
for all of their help with
our Post in 2019.

Bearing Buddy Operation

— Replace your existing grease cap
with a Bearing Buddy to ensure a safe,
easy way to monitor and control the level
of grease in your axle hub.
— To adjust the amount of grease in
the hub, use a grease gun to add more
through the appropriate fitting.
— Adding grease moves the Bearing
Buddy spring-loaded piston outward 1/8″.
— The O-ring inside the barrel of the
Bearing Buddy maintains a seal from the
outside.
— The interior of the Bearing Buddy is
pressurized, preventing water from entering the barrel and diluting the grease.
— An automatic pressure-relief feature is built into the Bearing Buddy. When
the device is full, grease will seep around
the edges of the piston and into the barrel.
This prevents overfilling that can damage
the inner seal.
—The blue indicator ring allows you
to visually monitor the amount of grease
in your hub. The ring should sit flush with
the top of the cylinder. If the ring is below
the top of the cylinder, add grease until
the piston moves 1/8″ outward.

And, FYI

Every Kokopelli trailer includes aluminum wheels!
For more information, call (602)2561300. n

Jim & Carol Allen and VFW 3513 Auxiliary would like to thank
Mesa

for all of their help with our Post in 2019.
www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com
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For First-Time Owners, It’s Their Boat’s First Winter Ashore
If yours is in colder high country, here’s how
to do a midwinter checkup on your boat.
Boating boomed in 2020, with thousands of first-time boat buyers desiring
respite from the pandemic. Now many of
these new boat owners are learning how
to maintain and store their vessels for the
first time. A midwinter visit to check on
the boat − no matter if stored ashore in
a backyard or a marina parking lot − is a
wise thing to do. Boat Owners Association of The United States (BoatUS) has
these four tips to ensure there are no surprises at spring commissioning.
1. Water is bad. The number-one concern for any boat in long-term winter storage is water. It can’t be allowed in, but if
it does, the water needs a way out. Check
your boat’s winter cover to ensure it still
allows rain and heavy snow loads to eas-

ily shed away from the boat. Small boats
should have the drain plug removed. A
tight-fitting winter cover will also help
keep out the critters, including raccoons,
feral cats and muskrats, whose damage
boat insurance policies generally do not
cover.
2. Take it home. If you forgot to bring
home life jackets when you put the boat
away in the fall, it’s best to do it now. That
includes throwable devices you keep near
the helm. They will last longer and stay
cleaner. Store in a dry location at home.
Signal flares can be kept aboard if they
are in location not affected by moisture.
Some handheld air horns can leave a noteasy-to-remove rust ring when stored in
their upright position. Both signal devices

Michel Istaphanous/BoatUS

CHECK-UP — The number one task
when making a wintertime checkup on your boat is ensuring your
boat’s winter cover is still doing its
job. This one is questionable.

can be put into zipper-lock freezer bags.
Other common items boaters mistakenly
leave on their boat during winter storage
are liquid cleaners that can burst open
during the freeze/thaw cycle and food,

Boating Season Begins

which draw vermin.
3. Air it out. Try to ventilate the boat,
which will help keep mold and mildew
at bay. If the boat is closed tightly and
doesn’t have ventilation, use desiccants
– often sold in bucket type containers –
in cuddy cabins or living space below.
Follow the manufacturer instructions and
you should be able keep a fairly dry boat
over the long winter storage period making spring cleanup easier and preserving
your boat’s value.
4. Be safe. There may be ice and snow
this time of year. If you need to use a ladder, ensure it’s firmly planted, always tie
it off at the top, and have a friend hold
it while you’re ascending/descending.
Never move or adjust a jack stand – call
the yard for assistance. Tying off a winter
cover to jack stands is also a very bad idea
as the stands could be yanked out from
under the boat during high winds. n

It’s an ideal time to take a
Boating Safety course.

Pilot

1953scotty

The Maritime
Museum Is Open
Visit the Maritime Museum of San Diego for a safe, fun, educational outdoor
adventure. They will be open weekends
only, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.

They’ve Extended
Their Special Offer

Tour the top decks of our ships, then
head out on the Bay for a free Historic
Bay Cruise with general admission.*
We’ll take guests out on the water in a
large loop first heading toward North Island and the Aircraft Carriers, then stop at
buoy 22. Often there’s a sea lion or two,
and then the tour continues down along
Coronado.
We’ll head under Coronado Bridge
and make a port (left) turn around one of
the bridge pillars. You will then head back
towards the Maritime Museum, passing
Seaport Village, B Street Pier, Midway
and Portside Pier along the downtown
side of the waterfront.
Your outdoor visitor experience includes a walking tour of the upper decks
of the historic fleet, including the world’s
oldest sailing ship, Star of India, among
other legendary vessels.
Three 45-minute narrated bay tours
will be offered daily on Saturday and Sunday with required check-in fifteen minutes prior at 12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., and
2:15 p.m. Space is limited due to lower
capacity requirements in accordance with
state guidelines.

Tour Reservations

Bay Boat tour reservations can be
made by customers upon arriving at the
Museum when purchasing general admission passes from the Ticket Booth or
online in advance at https://sdmaritime.
org/, while supplies last. Once scheduled,
guests must check-in for boat tours on the
docks behind Berkeley 15-minutes prior
to scheduled runs, before or after you explore the Maritime Museum.

Public Health Safety

The Museum staff closely monitor the
MJSEUM, continued on page 15

The Arizona Game and Fish Department’s Boating Safety Education courses
include instruction on the basic skills required to safely operate a boat or personal
watercraft, trailering your vessel, navigational rules, buoys, anchoring, legal requirements, boating emergencies, water
sports and paddling.
Take a boating education course now!
Most insurance companies offer a discount on your boat or PWC insurance rate
for completing one of our courses.

Three Formats

Courses are offered in three formats:
classroom courses, home study courses
and online courses. Online Courses. Each
of these courses is approved for use in Arizona. If you have a boating ticket and are
required to take a boating safety education course, any one of these will satisfy
the requirements of the court.
Free home study packet, call the Edu-

Mathew Ingram

cation Branch at (623) 236-7258.

Online Paddlesports Courses

The comprehensive canoe, kayak, and
paddleboard safety course: Hop in or
on, and stand up and cheer! If it’s got a
paddle it’s in this course. Including everything stand-up paddleboard (SUP). Just
be careful standing up in those kayaks
and canoes; in fact we’ll teach you how
(or when not to). Click to register https://
www.boaterexam.com/paddling/canada
n

SUPindia

Boating Season Begins

It May Be The Most Important Thing On Board: A PFD
All vessels except sailboards and certain racing shells or rowing sculls must
have at least one wearable Type I, II, III
or V life jacket (PFD) that is U.S. Coast
Guard (USCG) approved and of the proper size for each person on board.
Life jackets must be readily accessible, in good and serviceable condition,
and sized for the intended wearer. In addition to the above requirements, vessels
16 feet in length or longer, except a canoe
or kayak, must have one Type IV USCG
approved throwable flotation device on
board and readily accessible.
All children 12 years of age and younger must wear a USCG approved Type I,
II, III life jacket (PFD) anytime while un-

derway on any vessel.
The life jacket must
be worn according to
the design of the manufacturer’s
recommended use and must
fit the child properly.
All snaps must be
snapped, and zippers
and fasteners closed.
Each person on a personal watercraft such as
a Jet Ski or Wave Runner
must wear a USCG approved Type I, II, III PFD (life jacket)
with all fasteners and closures secured according to the manufacturer’s design and

recommended use. Further, the life jacket
must be adjusted for a snug fit.
Each person being towed behind a vessel on water skis or a similar device must
wear a life jacket or buoyant belt. Note,
however, that buoyant belts are not approved by the USCG.
Learn how to properly fit a life jacket
https://kalkomey.wistia.com/medias/kjxtbvga0n

USCG Approved
Flotation Devices

USCG Type I, USCG Type II, USCG
Type III, USCG Type IV, USCG Type V
n

Boating Season Begins

Beware Of These Killers
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

Carbon monoxide poisoning is also
known as the “silent killer”. It is a colorless, odorless, tasteless gas that is very
toxic even in small quantities. It is produced when a carbon fuel, such as gasoline or diesel is burned. Carbon monoxide disperses freely through the air and
will travel readily throughout a boat. It is
discharged as engine, generator, or appli-

www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

ance exhaust that may re-enter your boat
through any opening.
Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning are throbbing temples, inattentiveness or lack of concentration, inability to
think coherently, ringing in the ears, tightness across the chest, headache, drowsiness, nausea, dizziness, fatigue, vomiting,
collapse, and convulsions. Protect yourself from the silent killer and download
the carbon monoxide brochure.

Henrik Dalgaard

Cold Water Immersion

Do not let the temperature outside fool
you. Cold water immersion and hypotherKILLERS, continued on page 15
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Virtual Verde River Runoff

Get Outside And Paddle, Float, Swim
the added push to get out on their favorite body of water and support the Verde
River.

Celebrate Friends’ 10th
anniversary with ten days
of paddling for $10.

Photo Contest

From Friends of the Verde River

Join Friends of the Verde River for
their Annual Verde River Runoff – virtually! This year, Friends encourages water lovers from all over the world to get
outside and paddle, float, swim or enjoy
their favorite body of water, in honor of
Friends of the Verde River. This event
will take place from March 20 through
March 30 – ten days of enjoying our beloved waters to honor ten years of Friends
of the Verde River.
Join us in by registering for the 2021
Verde River Runoff. Paddle anywhere in
the world, share your favorite moments
from the water, and enjoy seeing highlights from other paddlers’ adventures.

Purdy Verde Prize Pack including a blanket, mug and 1 ticket to the Run the Verde
Raffle. We can’t wait to see all the lovely
places you adventure to!

For 2021, the Verde River Runoff will
be held as a virtual fundraising event, encouraging participants to paddle on their
favorite body of water, in any location, in
honor of Friends of the Verde River! Registration is $10.00 to honor Friends of the
Verde River’s 10th year!

Story

In September 2020, Friends hosted
their first Virtual Verde River Runoff,
where they connected with paddlers from
across the country. Participants enjoyed

Purpose Of Friends

Friends received many photos from
all over the country which inspired us to
hold a photo contest for 2021! Please use
hashtag #FriendsRunoff on social media,
or email your photos directly to Friends!.
Send us your photos of your paddle; show
us your adventures, share your stories,
and tell us about the animals you were
able to see and the habitats you experienced! Remember to include the location
of your adventure.
Snap a selfie on the water, take a few
landscape pics, or photograph wildlife
on the water body you paddle. Whatever
you find beautiful on your paddle, we’d
love to see as well! Share photos from
your Verde River Runoff paddle, and the
photo that we love the most will receive a

Friends of the Verde River focuses on
restoring habitat, sustaining river flows,
and building supportive communities.
We proactively engage in a combination
of “boots-on-the-ground” projects and
policy solutions guided by sound conservation principles and which meet human
and environmental needs in an outcomesoriented manner.

Need To Rent A Boat?

Check out these excellent Verde Valley
boat rentals!
Verde Adventures — https://sedonaadventuretours.com/
VERDE RIVER, continued on page 7

SUN VALLEY FIBER-GLAS, INC.

• Boat Repair •
925 S. Center • Mesa, AZ 85210 • www.sunvalleyfiber-glas.com
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Intelligent Y
Adapter Keeps
The Lights On
Owners whose boats have 50A
125/250V electrical systems will spend
the night in the dark if they cruise to a
marina that only offers 30A 125V service.
But not if they have the YQ230 Intelligent
Y Adapter from Hubbell Marine. The innovative device rectifies electrical mismatches by plugging into two 30A pedestal outlets to provide safe, correct and full
power to the vessel.
Hubbell’s YQ230 has an internal PC
board that automatically checks that both
plugs are engaged and in separatelyphased outlets. This ensures true 250V
power is delivered to the boat.
As a safety feature, the YQ230 verifies correct polarity of the pedestal in case
the hot and neutral wires are incorrect, or
one of the plugs has become disengaged.
If anything is amiss, the device shuts off

to prevent an accident. A safety indicator
light displays when the adapter is connected and working normally.
Like all Hubbell shore power products,
the YQ230 Intelligent Y Adapter is built
to last. It has a rugged UV- and impact-resistant housing that’s fully sealed against
humidity, fog and rain with specialized
grommets. Integrated clamps prevent
strain on the cord terminals. Hubbell Marine’s YQ230 Intelligent Y Adapter has an
MSRP of $1,236.
Contact local dealers or Hubbell Marine Electrical Products, 40 Waterview
Dr., Shelton, CT 06484 USA. 727-3047638. www.hubbell-marine.com. n

Duraled 50 Lamps Brighten
The Tightest Spaces

Thoroughly illuminating confined environments like engine rooms, under-deck
compartments, lazarettes and cargo holds
can be tricky, particularly when an extrawide swath of light is required. The DuraLED 50 lamp from Hella marine brightens these spaces in a clear, even pattern,
minus the glare or harsh point sources.
Each Hella marine DuraLED 50 is
built for extreme environments. Its durable housing resists impact, shock, UV
and corrosion damage. The light is sealed
to IP67 standard. Operating on 12/24V, it
also carries ISO approval for ignition protection, permitting safe operation in the
vicinity of flammable fuel sources.
Its 8.7» W x 3.8» H footprint houses
50 LEDs, with a low-profile 1.25» depth
for simple vertical or horizontal mounting
in cramped spaces. A unique installation
system utilizes a nylon bush to bear the
fastening load, sparing stress on the housing.
The Hella marine DuraLED 50 lamp
comes in models with a choice of standard white or night vision-enhancing blue
LEDs that deliver a wide 36° spread while
drawing just 12W. A combination white/
red pattern version consumes only 10W.
For larger areas, Hella marine offers a
white lamp with an extra-wide 66° spread

VERDE RIVER

Continued from page 6
Adventure Encounter — https://www.
facebook.com/adventureencounter/

Safe Boating Information

We hope you will enjoy a beautiful,
fun, and safe paddle during this year’s
Verde River Runoff. Please wear appropriate safety gear on the water, follow all
local ordinances and COVID safety protocols, know your limits on the water, and
check your maps before you go! Paddle
with a buddy if you can.
Please also check the rate of flow if
you plan to paddle moving water, and
be sure to confirm that flow conditions

Slim-Line Cleats Perfect For
Narrow, Cluttered Gunwales
Many gunwales are too narrow to install a traditional cleat, especially if sail track or
other hardware is present. For these applications, pull-up 304 Series Slim-Line™ Cleats
from Accon Marine are the perfect solution. Available in four sizes, they recess into their
base for a sleek appearance and snag-free profile.
Made of polished marine grade 316 stainless steel, Slim-Line Cleats are flush-mounted
for a custom look. Offered in 4.5”, 6”, 8” and 10” sizes, they measure only 1.3”, 1.5”, 2”
and 2.8” wide, respectively.
Slim-Line Cleats are simple to use. To deploy, the cleat is grabbed and pulled up; when
the line is removed, it’s pushed back into the base.
Each Accon 304 Series Slim-Line Cleat comes with a backing plate that serves as a
cut-out template. Installers only need to drill four holes and saw-cut a clearance between
the center holes. Available waterproofing cups can be added to prevent runoff below deck.
The MSRP for Accon Marine’s 4.5” Slim-Line Cleat is $74.93; the 6” version is $84.83;
the 8” model is $139.53 and the 10” cleat is $215.61. They come with a two-year warranty.
Contact local dealers or Accon Marine, 13665 Automobile Blvd., Clearwater, FL
33762. 727-572-9202; Fax: 727-572-7621. www.acconmarine.com. n

pattern at 12W. All are backed by a fiveyear warranty. Retail prices for Hella marine DuraLED lamps start at $277.78.
Contact local dealers or Hella marine
Inc., 201 Kelly Dr., Peachtree City, GA
30269. 770-631-7500. SOE.sales@hella.
com; www.hellamarine.com. n
are safe to navigate. You can see USGS
streamflow information here: https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/rt. Here are two
excellent sites for information about safe
paddling: https://www.azgfd.com/azgfdpaddlesports-training-course-recognizedas-nations-first/or https://paddling.com/
learn/paddle-safety

Need-To-Knows

Date, Time — Saturday, March 20,
2021at 5 a.m. MST and Tuesday, March
30, 2021at 10 p.m. MST
Location: Any body of water
To register: Registration costs $10 in
celebration of Friends of the Verde River’s 10th year. Visit: https://verderiver.
org/verde-river-runoff/ n

St. Patricks Day
March 17
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Just because you don’t fit the mold
doesn’t mean you can’t join the party.
KOKOPELLI TRAILERS
We are your home-town,
custom-trailer manufacturer.

PONTOON TRAILERS
CATAMARAN TRAILERS
BASS BOAT TRAILERS
V-HULL TRAILERS
CUSTOM SIZES
PARTS & ACCESSORIES

ko ko p e l l i t ra i l e rs. c o m
32240 West Bud Rd., Maricopa, AZ 85138 |
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The Garlands Gave Us Gitzit

especially rigged with a pegged sinker. A
hook with a wide gap is a must, or you can
use a big shiner hook and rig it so that the
hook is inside the bait with just the tip of
the point Tex-posed.

By Margie Anderson

The names Bobby and Garry Garland
will be enshrined in the fishing hall of
fame for all time because of the Gitzit, the
original tube bait. The brothers invented
the lure to help them catch the finicky fish
on Mead, and it is still one of the best finesse baits ever designed. There are tons
of knock-offs, but a lot of anglers insist
that the original Gitzit is the best. We met
up with Garry many years ago and fished
Roosevelt with him.

Into The Thick Of Things

When Conditions Are Tough

When conditions are tough, a tube
is one of the best go-to baits. Anytime
you’re moving a tube, whether it’s fast or
slow, the tail is moving and creating action. Basically, a tube is going to mimic
either a crawdad or a bait fish, and there
are plenty of colors to help you match the
forage on your home lake.
Garry says that when he’s pre-fishing
he likes to put the first fish he catches into
the livewell. After an hour or so he takes
a peek. “Usually the bass has spit up a
little something, and that’s how I decide
what color I’m going to use. If the bass
spit up a shad, I’ll use a shad color. If he
was feeding on craws, I’ll choose a darker
color.”
There are tons of ways to fish tubes.
The key to fishing a Gitzit is the rigging,
says Garry. Match the rigging and the
tube to the conditions and you’ll catch
fish. He prefers the 3-inch tube for deep
fish or shallow fish that are really spooky.
The bigger tubes are the ones he uses the
most, and he rigs them on a variety of lead
heads.

For Shallow Fishing

For really shallow fishing, a very light
1/16-ounce dart head is ideal. The head
can be rigged inside the bait or outside.
Garry says if you rig it with the head outside it makes the bait fall faster. A Gitzit
is always thought of as strictly a drop bait,
and it performs magnificently for that. If

Garry Garland At Roosevelt Lake

you fish it on light line and give it some
controlled slack, it spirals down with an
action unmatched by any other style of
lure. But you can also fish Gitzits down
deep on the bottom, use them to probe
structure, and even flip the big ones into
heavy cover.
When Garry wants to mimic a crawdad, he rigs a dark Gitzit on a rocker-head
jig. This lets the tube sit straight up on
the bottom. When you pull on the line it
crawls along a bit, then when you stop it
stands up and waves its tentacles around
enticingly, like a craw waving its arms.

‘Sometimes Slower Is Better’

This bottom-rigged tube can be fished
down a bluff, dragged down a point, or
even pumped through a school of suspended fish. When he wants a very slow
fall, Garland chooses a 4 ½-inch tube
and rigs it on a 1/32-ounce jig head. The
bulk of the tube combined with the tiny
jig head makes the bait fall very slowly.
“Sometimes slower is better,” Garland
says.
Canyon Plastics (www.canyon-plastics.com) also makes 5-inch and 6-inch
Gitzits, and they’re dynamite for flippin’,

When you cast a tube to brush, cast
past your target and bring the tube up to
it before letting it fall on a slack line. To
fish a tube properly you have to be a line
watcher. Most of the bites will just be
pressure, or you’ll see your line twitch or
move to the side. Make sure you leave
slack in the line or the lure will pendulum away from the brush. You want the
tube to spiral down right into the thick of
things.
On cold windy days, fishing a bluff is
often your best bet. On bluffs or steep
banks, cast the tube out on a ¼-ounce
head and let it bounce down the wall. You
can fish it almost like a Westy, letting it
settle until the line goes slack, then moving it just a little with the rod tip. This
will let it fall to the next ledge.
When fish are suspended, they aren’t
always inactive. Stripers and white bass
are almost always suspended, and sometimes largemouth and smallmouth bass
are away from structure but still on the
feed. When this is the case, like if you see
boils, cast a tube past the boil, then fish it
back through with a pumping action. If
you see fish on the graph, count the lure
down to the right depth before pumping
it back.

Split- And Drop- Shot Baits

People often forget that Gitzits make
dynamite split-shot and drop-shot baits.
The hollow design means that the tube
floats beautifully. Thing is, once the air
escapes the tube starts its unique spiral
fall. If you want the tube to stay floating,
you can use a piece of a Styrofoam peanut
to plug the hole.
A “plugged” tube will stay buoyant –
GARLANDS, continued on page 16

Saguaro Lake Project Uses Recycled Christmas Trees
The trees keep on giving — creating fish habitat and better angling

Did you know that discarded Christmas
trees can be recycled to create fish habitat
and provide better angling opportunities?
Arizona Game and Fish Department
(AZGFD) staff and volunteers gathered at
Saguaro Lake in early January to be part
of this project. The trees were provided by
the City of Mesa, which allowed AZGFD
to take them from a drop-off location for
discarded trees. The volunteers tied cinder blocks to the trees, loaded them onto
a pontoon boat, and sank them in various
pre-determined locations on the lake.
Over time, reservoirs lose quality fish
habitat through decomposition of the natural vegetation that was flooded, particularly where water levels fluctuate significantly. Five of the large reservoirs in central
Arizona — Roosevelt, Apache, Canyon,
Saguaro and Bartlett — are all more than
70 years old and can lack sufficient hiding cover for spawning and for the growth
and survival of young fish. The submerged
Christmas trees also provide a surface for
microscopic animals to grow, which attracts bait fish and in turn the predatory
fish for anglers to target.
In 2014, the department embarked on
a program to improve fisheries habitat in

ect has taken place at Saguaro Lake.
AZGFD received a grant this year
from the National Fish Habitat Partnership, which enabled the purchase of cinder blocks and rope. The department also
works with angling groups and with the
Tonto National Forest, the land management agency for the five reservoirs.
Fox 10 joined the workers on this particular day and broadcast a nice story about
the project. n

John Rutkowski

Melvin (John) Rutkowski:
5/18/1946-1/16/21

He Was
A Patriot
And A Vet

Editor’s Note: Those of us who knew
John treasured his good nature, friendship, and loyalty. Being around him just
made anyone smile -- such a fun, happy
man. We will continue to wish his family the comfort and peace of wonderful
memories.
John Rutkowski passed peacefully after a courageous battle with COVID. He
was born in Richland Center, Wis., and
attended Pulaski High School in Milwaukee, Wis. He served his country with honors as a Tech Sergeant during the Vietnam
War.
He and his wife Diane celebrated 51
years of marriage. Together they had two
children, Dawn Koberstein and her husband Joe of Tempe, Ariz., Ryan Rutkowski and his wife Marissa, and four grandchildren, Austin, Ryan, and twins John
and Jenna, who reside in Garden Grove,
Calif. In addition to his wife, children
and grandchildren, John is survived by
his brother Ronald Rutkowski, of Berlin,
Wis.
John owned Tri Corner Auto Sales in
Wis. and after relocating his family to
Scottsdale in 1980, he opened Arrow Auto
Brokers and later JR Auto Wholesale. He
enjoyed restoring classic automobiles and
57 Oldsmobiles were his passion.
He was a diehard Packer fan and a
proud American. John was an active
member of the Scottsdale VFW Post
#3513.
A private memorial service for the
family was held at National Veterans
Cemetery. A celebration of life will be
held at a later date. If friends desire, donations to VFW Post #3513 in his name are
appreciated. Address: 7220 E Wilshire Dr,
Scottsdale, AZ 85257 Phone: (480) 9419849 n

these reservoirs and restore the fisheries
to their former glory days. Some projects
have used Christmas trees for habitat,
while others, such as recent projects at
Roosevelt and Bartlett lakes, have used
artificial habitat structures. This is the first
time that the Christmas Tree Habitat Proj-

SPRING FORWARD!
MARCH 14TH
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Kids & Hunting

This Day Was
A Success For
The Kids, The
Dogs, And
Their People
By John Anderson

There are a lot of great organizations
in Arizona full of people who enjoy sharing their love of the outdoors with others,
especially kids. One of them is Arizona
Quail Today, which hosted its first Kids/
Youth Fun Hunt at Desert Creek Sportsman’s Club in February. There were kids,
dogs, birds, shotguns, food, and tons of
fun.
The kids got to shoot sporting clays
and chukar and spend the day outdoors
with their folks and some great people.
I found out about it on the Arizona Upland Hunting page on Facebook. When
there are kids and dogs involved, Margie
and I want to be there. The shoot was put
together by Ryan Rice of Arizona Quail
Today.

Patrick Moore of Blacktree Kennels guided the kids and worked with the
dogs.

Rylee Doak (yes, she and Raegyn
are twins!)

A Fun Hunt For Kids

This was a fun hunt for kids, to give
them an opportunity to get some gun
safety instruction, learn about habitat and
conservation, practice on some clays,
hunt behind a dog, and try to shoot a
Before the hunting started, the kids and parents were given a thorough gun safety talk.

Get Fit for the Outdoors

chukar or two. Tony Marquez of Desert
Creek Sportsman’s Club donated a lot of
the birds, and there were plenty of experienced hunters and guides there to help the
kids. A lot of us brought bird dogs along.

PROVEN TO:

EB Dogs: Stars Of The Show

Get fit with KJ Boots, they’re fun for the whole family.

WANTED

• Diminish Body Fat
• Improve Muscle Tone
• Provide Cardiovascular Activity to your heart
• Stimulate your lymphatic system, increasing your metabolism
• 80% reduced impact to your feet, knees, hips & lower back

Excellent for joggers, runners
& marathon trainers wanting
to eliminate unnecessary
stress to joints!

Travel Trailers

www.AllinOneFitness.net
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! CALL 480-946-7511
In partnership with www.SaveYourJointsAmerica.com

Do you have a used
travel trailer for sale?
We have people calling
who are looking to buy
one.
List it for sale in our
FREE classifieds.

WESTERN
OUTDOOR
TIMES
westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds

4202 E Elwood St., Suite 12, Phoenix AZ 85040
(602) 314 6061 • www.R3EWaste.com
After Hours & Emergency Contact (602) 317 3981

On Point

Don’t throw
e-waste away.
Bring it to us!
Electronics Recycling

Computer Recycling

Flat Screen TV Recycling

Pickup Service

Then half the kids started with sporting clays and half went to the fields. The
kids went out hunting two at a time, with
their dads and a very experienced hunting
guide with them. They all loved watching Maverick work the field, especially
when he suddenly made a ninety degree
turn and went on point. Patrick Moore of
Blacktree Kennels was the guide with the
kids we followed out, and he was fantastic with the dog and with the kids.
As soon as the dog was on point, the
kids and Patrick moved forward, keeping
in line with each other. Patrick gave instructions and encouragement, explained

We recycle ALL used Electronics - Call (602) 314 6061 to schedule a pickup
10 | March 2021

We brought Mochi with us and we
were delighted to see that there were
four other French Brittanys there as well.
Shawn Sullivan of Epagneul Bretons of
the Southwest US (a Facebook page for
us EB lovers) brought his two beautiful
EB’s, Maverick and Remy. Maverick
spent a lot of time in the field hunting hard
– he found all the birds for the kids we
followed out. Remy is still just a pup, and
she really didn’t like Maverick going out
without her, but the kids made sure she
got plenty of attention and love.
The morning started out with everyone visiting and checking out each other’s
dogs, then Pastor Ryan opened things up
with some safety instruction for the kids
and parents. It was fun but got all the
points across. The best part was when one
of the guys got on all fours to be the hunting dog so the kids could learn what to
expect and how to keep the dog safe.

KIDS HUNT, continued on page 11
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Taylor Hielscher

Raegyn Doak

Taylor Hielscher was shooting a
single-shot .410 - I was impressed!
She’s got skills!

The guy on the ground is acting as a bird dog, to show the kids when and
when NOT to shoot. Each kid was accompanied by a parent and a guide,
and they were subject to random gun safety checks. Also, all the adults were
urged to correct the kids and make sure everyone stayed safe and had a
good time.

Kadn Hielscher

KIDS HUNT

Continued from page 10
exactly how he was going to flush the
bird, and reminded them that he would
give them one of two commands: “kill
it; kill it; kill it”, or “no bird; no bird; no
bird”!

The Kids Did Great

I was actually very impressed with the
decisions that the kids made – kids aren’t
stupid, and those kids could tell when a
shot was safe and when it wasn’t. Several
times, one of them would pass and let the
other kid take the shot because he was in a
safer position relative to the other people
in the field. Those kids did great, especially considering how many people there
were out there with them to keep track of.
When Margie and I hunt, we only have
to worry about each other and Mochi.
These kids had the dog, the guide, their
folks, the dog’s owner, and a couple of
nosy reporters to watch out for. They did
great.

A Memorable
Day, Then Lunch

Have you ever heard the term “hungry
as a hunter”? After a morning of shooting, hunting, fellowship, and playing with
dogs, the kids were treated to lunch. It
made for a day I’m sure they’ll never forget. I really enjoyed meeting all the great
guys and ladies who spent their day giving a bunch of kids the opportunity to find
out how much fun it is to hunt behind a
good dog with their folks.

People Who
Made This Happen

From Pastor Rice
1. Desert Creek Sportsman Club and
friends
2. North Valley Community Church
3. Valley of the Sun Quail Forever
4. Black Tree Kennels
5. Silvertip Gamebirds
6. Might’s Well Imagery
7. Sportsman’s Warehouse
8. Pratt’s Pet and Feed Store

The kids shot remarkably well and had a great time.

Honorable Mentions
• Dan Priest, founder of AZ Quail
Today, Q5 and Arizona Outdoor Adventures
• Dean Priest - the one and only!
• God for giving us another great day
in the field
If you aren’t familiar with Desert
Creek Sportsman’s Club, you should
check it out. Tony has worked hard to
make it a great place to hunt birds, and
he also has clays and waterfowl hunting,
plus dove and quail in season. Margie
and I love to take Mochi out there, and
Tony is a fantastic dog trainer. He really
helped finish Mochi up into a great little
gun dog, and he does snake avoidance
training as well.

Snake Avoidance
Training For Your Dog

If you’re going to hunt your dog in
Arizona, you really should get your dog
trained in snake avoidance. It’s not fun,
but it sure isn’t as bad as getting bit by
a rattler. If your vet doesn’t carry lepto
and rattlesnake vaccine, Midwestern
University’s Animal clinic does. We had
Mochi vaccinated there.

Conservationists

number of licensed hunters in that state.
There is a similar act for excise taxes
on fishing gear. The money is used not
only for wildlife and habitat, but also for
hunter education and shooting ranges.
Conservation Associations
In addition to that, almost every hunter and fisherman I know belongs to at
least one, and usually several, conservation associations such as Quail Forever,
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Christian Hunters of America, Rocky Mountain Bighorn Society, Arizona Sportsmen
for Wildlife, Arizona Wildlife Foundation, etc. The list is huge. These guys all
put in long hours as volunteers, working
to improve habitat for wildlife and helping the Game and Fish Department out
with a lot of education and improvement
projects.

Shawn Sullivan’s French Brittany,
Maverick, ran his heart out and
found all the birds for the kids I
was able to go out with. What a
great dog!

Contacts/ More Information
• Desert Creek Sportsman Club
www.dcsportsmansclub.com

• North Valley Community Church
www.northvalleychurch.org
• Valley of the Sun Quail Forever
www.votsqf.com
• Black Tree Kennels
Facebook @Blacktreekennels
blacktreegundogs.weebly.com
• Sportsman’s Warehouse
www.sportsmans.com
• Pratt’s Pet and Feed Store
www.prattspets.com
• Arizona Quail Today
azquailtoday.com

Arizona’s Kayak Fishing Headquarters
Hobie Kayaks
Sales • Rentals • Rigging
New • Used

Most kids don’t realize that hunters
and fishermen are the first and the greatest conservationists. Before the Federal
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937
(Pittman-Robertson Act), a lot of species
were on the verge of extinction due to
commercial hunting pressure and habitat
degradation from humans.
Pittman-Robertson Act
The Pittman-Robertson Act took the
11 percent excise tax on firearms and
ammunition and instead of going into
the Treasury, it is now given to the Secretary of the Interior to give to the states.
It’s handed out based on a formula that
is based on the area of the state and the
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Campsite Tips

Forget Lots Of Work; Just Relax And Enjoy
By Margie Anderson

Camping is a blast – there’s nothing quite as nice as sleeping outdoors,
watching the fire, roasting marshmallows,
and cooking out in the open. Everything
seems to taste better outdoors. As I’ve
said before, people who say they don’t
like camping probably mean that they
don’t like being uncomfortable all night.
Where and how you set up your campsite has a lot to do with how comfortable
you’re going to be.
As a kid, I camped countless times
with my dad and siblings, and now John
and I camp frequently with our French
Brittany, Mochi. There are several things
to look for when choosing a good campsite.

Choosing A Spot

Look for a place with a level area at
least big enough for your tent. Too much
of a slope is no fun – you’ll be slowly
sliding toward the low end all night. This
level spot needs to be as rock-free as possible. You can remove the bigger rocks

Camping with my dad — he loved
to cook so he brought a big kitchen
along.

Nowadays we have a small popup tent that sets up in seconds.
With the right bedding, you can
be warm and comfortable all night
long. Even Mochi sleeps soundly in
our little tent.

and pinecones and things, but if there are
too many it might not be worth the effort.
What’s Above You?
Keep an eye on what is overhead. Tall
trees with large dry branches pose a possible danger – those big branches are nicknamed “widow-makers” for a reason. I
always like some trees for shade, but I
never set up my tent under one that has
big branches sticking right out overhead.
Not Here
Try to get off the main road. By main
road I mean a dirt road, but one that gets
a lot of traffic. Vehicles going by at night
will keep you awake. We like to be alone,
so we try to take a rougher side road and
get as far away from any traffic as we can.
Don’t camp within a quarter mile of a
water hole. That’s a rule, and it’s so that
cattle and wildlife can get the water they
require to live. A camp set up close to the
water will scare them off.

Here’s John enjoying the fire from
the BioLite after dinner on a hunting
trip. When we’re hunting, we just
boil water for Backpacker’s Pantry
pouches for supper. Couldn’t be
quicker or easier, and they are
super good tasting. A single pouch
is dinner for two.
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Our camping supplies are minimal — the one “space splurge” I insist on is
comfortable bedding. A couple of small folding camp chairs, two folding
tables, a good ice chest, and a duffel bag of kitchen and other gear is about
all we need.

Before Dark
Try to find a spot and get set up before
dark. Everything is just so much harder
when you can’t see. Never camp in a wash
– it might be tempting because the bottom
of a wash can be nice and level with sand
that makes it look like the perfect place to
sleep, but a wash in Arizona isn’t dry all
the time, and it doesn’t have to be raining where you are to be dangerous – flash
floods are fast and lethal.
Not In A Wash
One time my dad and I were deer hunting and the weather was gorgeous – not
a cloud in the sky. So we decided not to
bother setting up the tent, and we just
threw a tarp on the ground and rolled
our sleeping bags out on it. In the middle
of the night a tremendous clap of thunder jolted me awake, and suddenly we
were being pelted by big hail and all of
our stuff was threatening to blow away.
We jumped up and got soaked to the skin
trying to quickly gather all the gear and
throw it in the back of the truck.
It didn’t take us long, but it was long
enough for a driving rain to turn the dirt
roads into slippery mud that had us sliding around all over the place as we tried to
drive out to the highway. You never know
what the weather is going to do. If we’d
been in a wash we might have been killed.
Developed Campgrounds
If you are staying in a developed

A R I Z O N A’ S

maps

and more store
www. maps4u. com
After 35+ years at the same location,
our Phoenix Main Store has moved EAST.
The NEW Store is at
2133 EAST Indian School Rd, Phoenix, 85016.
Same phone number 602-279-2323.
You can also visit one of our
Mini-Store locations:

If you camp in a campground,
you’ll have a ready-made fire pit,
and probably a table and maybe
even a grill. When the girls were
younger we liked to go to the State
Parks to fish and camp, and the
campgrounds at the parks are very
nice. Usually nice and quiet too.

campground, you won’t have a problem
with finding a level spot, but you might
have trouble finding a quiet spot. Try to
reserve a spot online before you go, and
look at a map of the campground to find
a spot that is a little more distant from
neighbors. Next to the restroom might
be convenient, but it’s also likely to draw
visitors all night long. Whenever we see
campgrounds, we always drive through
just to check them out. The State Parks
have particularly nice campgrounds, and
the sites are not usually packed in too
close together.
CAMPING, continued on page 13

BLOCK FENCE
SPECIALISTS
Toro Construction
602-789-6929
Since 1971

• QUALITY WORK
• ECONOMY PRICES
• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• LICNSED (ROC# 57163) - BONDED
• FREE ESTIMATES
• GATE SPECIALISTS

EAST VALLEY 480-348-8917
2155 E University Dr, Tempe, AZ 85281
Inside LowerGear Outdoors

NORTH PHOENIX 602-795-4868
17232 N Cave Creek Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85032
Inside Lookout Mountain Outdoors

Still on Indian School Road - Now on the eastside between
SR51 and 24th Street on the south side of the street.
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Also located inside Changing Hands Bookstores
and now in Lake Havasu City at Southwest Kayak Center

SERVING THE
ENTIRE VALLEY

www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

PORT RV/Land cruising
CAMPING

Continued from page 12

Setting Up Camp

The first thing we always do is set up
the tent. If your site already has a ring of
rocks for a fire, don’t put your tent downwind from it so you don’t get a smoky
tent. We start by clearing an area of any
noticeable rocks, big sticks, pinecones,
etc., to try to get it as smooth as we can.
Bedding
A ground cloth goes down next, then
the tent. Our little pop-up tent literally
takes seconds to set up. Unless it is really
windy, we don’t even bother to stake our
tent down. We have enough bedding to
keep it fairly well rooted to the earth.
BTW, bedding is the key to successful
camping. We bring self-inflating air mattresses, sleeping bags, real pillows (never
inflatables – they are awful), a pad for the

A nice little fire is such a blessing on
a cold morning!

dog, fleece throws so we can cover our
heads, knit caps, and a couple of great stadium blankets that I found online that are
waterproof – they make a great first layer
on the floor of the tent.
I use those storage bags you can
squeeze the air out of to transport them;
otherwise all that stuff would take up a
lot of room. We Jeep camp, so space is at

My dad building a fire. Dad taught us all how to make a safe fire.

premium, but I refuse to sacrifice comfort.
Campfires
If fires are allowed, make a safe fireplace. Just because there is already a
rock ring there doesn’t make it a great
spot. Clear any dry stuff off the ground
for several yards around the fire – sparks
can travel a pretty good distance. Dig a
shallow hole so the fire can be even more
protected from the wind. I learned from
my dad to always carry a shovel along on
camping trips.
If it is really windy, we just don’t build
a fire. I have a BioLite stove that is fueled
by twigs and pinecones, and that’s enough
fire for marshmallows and something to
watch. I always cook with my JetBoil or
a propane camp stove because scrubbing
soot off pots is not my idea of fun.
Camp Kitchens
I’ve seen some very elaborate camp
CAMPING, continued on page 14

John camping back in the day.

This is my BioLite stove. It burns
twigs and small stuff, and has a
fan that makes it burn so efficiently
that there is virtually no smoke. It
also has a port so I can charge my
phone — the power for that and the
fan comes from the fire!

NOW ACCEPTING

DONATIONS
YOUR GENEROSITY BENEFITS
• Local Veterans and
Service Organizations
• Pet Rescue Organizations

* Donations are tax deductible.
* Donations can only be accepted in Arizona at this time.

Send your vehicle information along with pictures to jim@azbw.com.

BOATS | CARS | GOLF CARTS | MOTOR CYCLES | MOTORHOMES | TRAVEL TRAILERS
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Steam Engines Return To Grand Canyon Railway
From Grand Canyon
Railway And Hotel

Grand Canyon Railway will see the
return of the majestic and awe-inspiring
steam engine in 2021. The Railway just
announced eight dates from April through
October when one of the Railway’s two
steam engines will pull the 9:30 a.m. passenger train from Williams, Ariz., to the
Historic Village inside Grand Canyon
National Park. Ticket prices are the same
as the everyday trains powered by more
modern diesel engines. For more details,
including departure times and ticketing
information, visit: www.thetrain.com/
events/steam-saturdays.
Steam-pulled trains are scheduled for
the first Saturday of each month from
April through September and on *Earth
Day (April 24) and *September 18 (the

210th anniversary of Grand Canyon Railway).
Steam engine #4960 is a massive engineering marvel and runs on recycled
vegetable oil and snow melt (water). Built
in 1923 and weighing in at 310 tons, the
famous “green steam machine” and the
Railway carries hundreds of thousands
of people a year and keeps about 70,000
automobiles off the roads leading into the
national park.
For more information about the Grand
Canyon Railway and special overnight
packages at the Grand Canyon Railway
Hotel in Williams, Ariz., visit www.
thetrain.com or call 1-800-THE-TRAIN
(843-8724).
*While steam is scheduled on these
days, all equipment is subject to change.
Please check website and with the Railway for any updates. n

STARS — Steam locomotives GCRX 29 and 4960 are shown in a rare joint
appearance at Grand Canyon Depot, 2005.

Joan Rowton

Beautiful Photos Benefit Vets
Joan Rowton is a member of Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Auxiliary Post
720 in Phoenix. She is an Arizona photographer who turns her exceptional photos
into greeting cards that are sold to benefit
the Post. No two cards are alike.
If you are interested in purchasing
one or many more of Rowton’s beautiful
cards, call the Post at (602) 620-6418 or
stop by 4853 E. Thomas Road, Phoenix,
Ariz. 85018. n

CAMPING

Continued from page 13
kitchens – my dad always brought along
a big Army field desk with all the cooking
and cleaning supplies. The lid came off
and fit into latches on the sides, making
a pretty big workspace for the cook. The
inside of the box was full of drawers, and
that’s where all the gear was stashed. That
thing was big and heavy.
John and I make do with a duffel bag
with the essentials in it. I have a very
small table that rolls up and I use it for
my coffee station. The top of the ice chest
makes a good table, too. A pan can do
double duty as a sink when it comes to
washing dishes – just fill it up, heat the
water a bit, add the soap and you’re ready
to go.

Contact Mike Wallace at (480) 228-7733 or triplewallproductions@gmail.com
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Guard The Groceries
No matter where you camp, you don’t
want to leave food out overnight. Close it
up in the vehicle or do the old Boy Scout

trick of hanging it from a tree. Bears are
rarely a problem for us, but there are
skunks and other critters everywhere who
would love to get into your groceries.
So keep them where animals can’t get to
them.

Bottom Line: Have Fun!

A good way to find out what things you
really need and what you can do without
is to have a trial campout in your backyard. Pitch the tent, make it comfy, cook,
do the dishes – even only use the food you
have in your cooler. You’ll soon figure out
what’s essential. I try to be a minimalist
because having a ton of stuff to clean and
put away when I get home tired and dirty
is a drag.
If you’re going to be camping frequently, have dedicated gear so you can
store it in the same bag you pack into
the vehicle – that way all you have to do
when you get home is put the bags away
and empty the ice chest. So nice. Camping should be relaxing, so don’t make it a
lot of work. Have fun! n

www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

PORT WESTERN WILDLIFE

‘Poachers Are Criminals, Not Hunters’
The Arizona Game and Fish Department’s (AZGFD) Operation Game Thief
program is offering a reward of up to
$1,500 for information leading to the arrest of the person or persons responsible
for the illegal killing of several mule deer
near Congress, Ariz. With the generosity
of several sportsmen’s groups, including the Arizona Mule Deer Organization, Christian Hunters of America and
the Arizona Mule Deer Foundation, these
organizations are offering an additional
combined reward of up to $2,000 for information leading to an arrest.
Late last fall AZGFD officers found
the remains of several fresh deer, including bucks and does near the intersection
of Date Creek Road and OX Ranch Road
northwest of Congress. Officers determined that the deer had been skinned out
and the meat taken. There were no open
deer hunts in the area during this time.
Evidence found at the scene suggests

PHOTOS BY Dcrjsr

this was not a one-time event and that the
suspect(s) frequented the area and spent
considerable time there.
AZGFD Wildlife Manager Brian Dietz states, “The location is near a welltraveled area along Date Creek Road.
Anyone out scouting, recreating or just
passing through may have witnessed
something that could help us resolve this
case. Poachers are not hunters; they are
criminals stealing from the residents of

BLUE,
GOLD,
SILVER
STARS
KILLERS

Continued from page 5
mia can occur in water as cool as 70 degrees at any time of the year, even on a
warm and sunny day. Arizona winters are
mild, and recreational boating is popular
year-round, but a sudden and unexpected
immersion into cold water can cause hypothermia and even lead to a life-threatening situation.
Entering extremely cold water causes
an immediate gasp reflex that can fill the
lungs with water. After falling overboard
or entering the water, it is important to

Arizona.”
Anyone who may have information (on
this or any other poaching case) is encouraged to call the Operation Game Thief
Hotline toll-free at 1-800-352-0700. Caller identities will remain confidential and
callers can report anonymously if needed.
You can also report online at https://www.
azgfd.com/ogt/. Callers should reference
OGT #20-003449 when reporting information on this case. n

These days, it seems that there
is a banner, ribbon or color for
everything. Here at Soldiers’
Angels, we want to focus on some
specific banners: military service
banners. Our nation’s service
members put their lives on the line
for all of us, and one of the ways
we thank them is by flying service
banners in their honor. Each banner
has a specific meaning and is flown
at a specific time. Visit this guide to
tell you when to fly which military
service banner and for what
occasions: https://soldiersangels.
org/service-banners-what-do-theymean/

be wearing your life jacket (PFD). A life
jacket keeps your head above water and
your body on the surface.
Stay calm and move slowly. Don’t try
to take off clothing in the water (a common misconception is that heavy clothing
or waders weigh down your body when in
fact they can trap air and help keep your
body afloat).
If your boat has capsized stay with it.
More than likely, it will not sink and it can
be used as a platform to maneuver, so stay
on top of it as much as possible, getting
yourself out of the water and maintaining
stability. n

As a college English teacher, editor, and writer of both
fiction and non-fiction for many years, I am available
online (or by U.S. mail) for tutoring, editing, proofreading,
copyediting, and writing. I have skills in academic
research at both high school and college levels and can
also assist those working toward their GEDs, those who
need help with resumes, and with both advertising and
proposals.

$25/hour
(4 hour minimum)
Carol Allen
editor@azbw.com

At Cabrillo Inn & Suites/Airpot in San Diego,
we want you to enjoy your stay with us.
Our many amenities and extras ensure that you
are comfortable and fully accommodated.

Call today for reservations!

619.223.5544

NEAR SHELTER ISLAND AND POINT LOMA
www.CabrilloInnSD.com

1150 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, CA 92106
www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

Continued from page 5
guidelines from the state, local and health
authorities and have prepared the Museum to abide by public health safety and
CDC recommendations to ensure visitors
enjoy a clean and safe experience. In the
coming weeks, management may announce weekday operations.
Temperature checks and wellness
screenings are required of all staff, volunteers and visitors prior to admittance.
Anyone feeling ill or exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 will not be permitted
inside the museum to protect everyone’s
safety. Facial coverings will be required
at all times. Social distancing protocols
will be followed and the Museum has
designed an easy to follow one-way foot
path.
Additional sanitation, disinfection and
cleaning procedures have been implemented throughout the Museum vessels.
Museum staff and crews will sanitize the
boats before and after each tour. The Museum has invested in additional convenient hand sanitizer dispensaries available
for use before and after touching handrails. Frequently touched surfaces will be
sanitized multiple times on a daily basis.

Purchasing Tickets

Credit/Debit cards may be used to purchase tickets at the Museum Ticket Booth
machines located on the embarcadero.
Cash will not be accepted at this time.
Please remember that ticket sales end
one hour prior to closing (or 4:00 p.m.).
Tickets are for same day visits, and are
based on reduced capacity.
We hope to see you soon!
*This offer may not be combined with
any other offer.
More Information
marketing@sdmaritime.org n

Kiokom Touchscreen
Kiosks are a Virtual
Concierge and Provide
Info and Discounts on
the SPOT!!

EASTER: APRIL 4

Tutoring, Editing, Writing

museum

• Drives Tourism Around the State
• Generates revenue for your business
• Provides your guests with up-to-date
information about your property
• Displays your message 24/7
• Allows you to measure your results daily
• Reaches the community and targets your
demographics
• Allows you to update your message via a
username & password
• Has unique "text me" feature to send your
information to a cell phone with
Hyperlinks for: Business Address, Phone
Number and Website!
• Uses QR Codes to direct visitors to your
website (QR = Quick Response)

KioKom, LLC: P.O. Box 715, Scottsdale, Arizona 85252
(480) 389-4669 • donna@kiokom.com • www.kiokom.com
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EVENTS

special foods, do special rituals and sing
songs. Passover is around the time of Easter (March/April) each year.

Continued from page 2
less widely recognized and observed
throughout the country as a celebration
of Irish and Irish-American culture. Celebrations include prominent displays of
the color green, religious observances,
numerous parades, and copious consumption of alcohol. The holiday has been
celebrated in what is now the U.S since
1601.
In 2020, for the first time in over 250
years, the parade in New York City, the
largest in the world, was postponed due to
concerns about the COVID-19 pandemic.

Antonio Ciseris

Palm Sunday
March 28
Palm Sunday is a Christian moveable feast that falls on the Sunday before
Easter. The feast commemorates Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, an event
mentioned in each of the four canonical
Gospels. Palm Sunday marks the first day
of Holy Week, the last week of the Christian solemn season of Lent that precedes
the arrival of Eastertide.
In most liturgical churches, Palm Sunday is celebrated by the blessing and distribution of palm branches (or the branches of other native trees), representing the
palm branches which the crowd scattered
in front of Christ as he rode into Jerusalem. The difficulty of procuring palms in

unfavorable climates led to their substitution with branches of native trees, including box, olive, willow, and yew. The Sunday was often named after these substitute
trees, as in Yew Sunday, or by the general
term Branch Sunday.
Many churches of mainstream Christian denominations, including the Orthodox, Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist,
Anglican, Moravian and Reformed traditions, distribute palm branches to their
congregations during their Palm Sunday
liturgies. Christians take these palms,
which are often blessed by clergy, to their
homes where they hang them alongside
Christian art (especially crosses and crucifixes) or keep them in their Bibles or
devotionals.
In the period preceding the next year’s
Lent, known as Shrovetide, churches often place a basket in their narthex to collect these palms, which are then ritually
burned on Shrove Tuesday to make the
ashes to be used on the following day, Ash
Wednesday, which is the first day of Lent.

datafox

Passover
March 27
Passover (Hebrew: חספ, Pesach) is
a religious holiday or festival noted by
ceremonies each year, mostly by Jewish people. They celebrate it to remember when God used Moses to free the
Israelites from slavery in Egypt, as told
in the book of Exodus in the Bible. God
told Moses to set aside this special week
originally called “the feast of unleavened
bread”. During this time, the people eat

JD TREAT

Good Friday (Our Lady of Lourdes,
Philadelphia)

Good Friday

Pietro Lorenzetti

WE ARE
VFW POST 3513
AUXILIARY

April 2
Good Friday is a Christian holiday
commemorating the crucifixion of Jesus
and his death at Calvary. It is observed
during Holy Week as part of the Paschal
Triduum on the Friday preceding Easter
Sunday, and may coincide with the Jewish
observance of Passover. It is also known
as Holy Friday, Great Friday, Great and
Holy Friday (also Holy and Great Friday),
and Black Friday.
Members of many Christian denominations, including the Catholic, Eastern
Orthodox, Lutheran, Anglican, Methodist, Oriental Orthodox and Reformed traditions, observe Good Friday with fasting
and church services.
The date of Good Friday varies from
one year to the next on both the Gregorian
and Julian calendars. Eastern and Western
Christianity disagree over the computation of the date of Easter and therefore
of Good Friday. Good Friday is a widely
instituted legal holiday around the world,
including in most Western countries and
12 U.S. states. Some countries, such as
Germany, have laws prohibiting certain
acts, such as dancing and horse racing
that are seen as profaning the solemn nature of the day.

Easter

BECOME AN AUXILIARY MEMBER.
Contact Dorothy Callaway
dmcallaway@cox.net

April 4
Easter, also called Pascha (Aramaic,
Greek, Latin) or Resurrection Sunday, is
a festival and holiday commemorating
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead,
described in the New Testament as having
occurred on the third day after his burial
following his crucifixion by the Romans
at Calvary c. 30 AD. It is the culmination

GARLANDS

Continued from page 9

VFW Post 3513
We are the largest VFW Post in Scottsdale and the only Scottsdale VFW Post with its
own building for events. We are located one mile south of downtown Scottsdale.
7220 E Wilshire Dr, Scottsdale, AZ · (480) 941-9849
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that’s why they make such great drop-shot
and split-shot baits. When you tug a Gitzit around on a split-shot rig, it dips and
darts while you’re moving the line, then
when you stop it suspends there above
the bottom with those tentacles waving
around. Hard to resist!
The larger Gitzits can even be fished
like a rip bait. A hook with a weight on
the shaft near the bend works really well
for this technique, or you can simply
squeeze a small split-shot a Water Grem-

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ
fresco by Piero della Francesca,
1463

of the Passion of Jesus, preceded by Lent
(or Great Lent), a 40-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance.
Most Christians refer to the week before Easter as “Holy Week”, which contains the days of the Easter Triduum,
including Maundy Thursday, commemorating the Maundy and Last Supper, as
well as Good Friday, commemorating the
crucifixion and death of Jesus.
In Western Christianity, Eastertide, or
the Easter Season, begins on Easter Sunday and lasts seven weeks, ending with
the coming of the 50th day, Pentecost
Sunday. In Eastern Christianity, the season of Pascha begins on Pascha and ends
with the coming of the 40th day, the Feast
of the Ascension.
Easter and the holidays that are related
to it are moveable feasts which do not fall
on a fixed date in the Gregorian or Julian
calendars which follow only the cycle of
the Sun; rather, its date is offset from the
date of Passover and is therefore calculated based on a lunisolar calendar similar
to the Hebrew calendar.
Easter is linked to the Jewish Passover
(Hebrew:  חַסֶּפpesach, Aramaic:  אָחסָּפpascha) by much of its symbolism, as well
as by its position in the calendar. In most
European languages the feast is called by
the words for passover in those languages; and in the older English versions of
the Bible, the term “Easter” was the term
used to translate passover.
Easter customs vary across the Christian world, and include sunrise services,
exclaiming the Paschal greeting, clipping the church, and decorating Easter
eggs (symbols of the empty tomb). The
Easter lily, a symbol of the resurrection,
traditionally decorates the chancel area of
churches on this day and for the rest of
Eastertide.
Additional customs that have become
associated with Easter and are observed
by both Christians and some non-Christians include egg hunting, the Easter
Bunny, and Easter parades.There are also
various traditional Easter foods that vary
regionally. n
-Some material from Wikipedia

Jan Kamenicek

lin Bull Shot or Pinch Grip onto the hook.
Use the cotton ball with scent idea to add
even more attraction to the lure. Just cast
it to shore, let it fall to about a count of
five, then start twitching it back. Pause
when it gets next to good-looking cover,
and hang on.

Keep Your Eye On The Line

Garry says that the main thing to remember when you’re fishing a Gitzit is to
be patient and let it do its thing. “Don’t
move the rod much when the tube is falling,” he says, “and be patient. Also, keep
an eye on your line or you’ll miss most of
the bites.” n
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LAKE FUN

Electric Pontoon Boat

This choice, obviously, is available for
small groups as its passenger capacity is
10 people.

Continued from page 1
in Downtown Tempe: downtowntempe@
geomailer.net
A highlight in Tempe is, of course,
time on the water, and Boat Rentals of
America (https://boats4rent.com/tempeaz/tempe-town/) has stepped up with a
variety of craft to rent and enjoy. And,
especially important during this time of
health concerns, it is good to know that
boats and bikes are disinfected after each
use.

New in Town:
Donut Boat Rides

Boat Rentals of America is debuting
their new electric “donut” boat available
to reserve online or in-person. Sure to be
a fun time! Our Donut Boats hold up to 10
people. They are electric, so they’re easy
to drive. A round table in the middle is
great for sharing food and beverages, and
the circular seating makes for easy conversations. Donut Boats are perfect for a
day of swimming at the cove and are pet
friendly.

Sit-On-Top Kayaks

Our classic sit-on-top kayaks offer stability. Bring several friends for a leisurely
paddle. Life vest and paddle provided.
Passenger capacity for each kayak: 1

Double Kayak

Double your fun and coordination on
our double kayak. Deep seat wells position paddlers so they can ride with ease.
Life vests and paddles provided. Passenger capacity: 2

Water Taxi

Duck Pedal Boat
This fun pedal boat provides flexibility
on the water. The added bimini top provides great shade. Propelled by human
power, you control the speed. Fun for all
the family and affordably priced. Sunbathe or sightsee on the water in the easy
to operate pedal boat. Passenger capacity:
3 people

Welcome Aboard
Every weekend you can cross Tempe
Town Lake in style, and have a little fun
along the way. Decide which location
you are near, North or Southside, and
proceed to the pickup spot noted on the
posted map.
The boat and driver will either be
onsite or in transit. Check the departure
schedule to see when the boat will return
to your location. It takes approximately
30 minutes for the boat to return to each
stop from the time it departs. The travel
time on the water between stops is approximately 10 minutes. The driver will
wait at each stop for 10 minutes before
departing again.Once the boat has arrived
at your location you’ll pay the driver
(credit or debit only please) and board
the vessel.
Kids 14 and under must wear a life
jacket. Life jackets are provided for all
riders. Once you’ve departed, sit back
relax and enjoy a brief boat ride to the
opposite side of the lake. Sorry, no round
trip rides will be allowed. The boat travels at a maximum speed of 5mph and has
shade covering one half of the boat. Once
you’ve arrived, you must exit the vessel.
We ask that you only exit once our driver
has come to a complete stop, secured the
vessel to the dock, and is standing at the
ready, eager to assist each of the riders as
they exit.

Dragon Pedal Boat
This unusual pedal boat provides flexibility on the water. An added bimini top
provides great shade. Propelled by human
power, you control the speed. Fun for all
the family and affordably priced. Sunbathe or sightsee on the water in the easy
to operate pedal boat. Passenger capacity:
3 people.

First Official Water Taxi Service
Boat Rentals of America is excited to
bring Tempe Town Lake its first official
Water Taxi service. With the tremendous
growth Tempe is undergoing and the continued expansion of businesses and residences on both sides of the lake a Water
Taxi is a perfect addition.
With that being said, we take the safety of our passengers and fellow boaters

Pedal Boats

The pedal boat provides flexibility on
the water. An added bimini top provides
great shade. Propelled by human power,
you control the speed. Fun for all the
family and affordably priced. Sunbathe
or sightsee on the water in the easy-tooperate pedal boat. Passenger capacity: 4
adults
Swan Pedal Boat
This unique pedal boat provides flexibility on the water. And added bimini top
provides great shade. Propelled by human
power, you control the speed. Fun for all
the family and affordably priced. Sunbathe or sightsee on the water in the easy
to operate pedal boat. Passenger capacity:
4 adults

very seriously. We will not operate in severe weather and will work closely with
the city and its lake coordinators to make
sure we adhere to all regulations. Our
operating hours and pick-up and drop-off
schedule will be regularly updated. We’ll
work in partnership with the city and any
special events that may be taking place
and post updates on this page (https://
boats4rent.com/tempe-az/tempe-town/)
and our voicemail as well as on a printed
schedule our drivers will carry.
We hope to expand the number of
stops, offer weekly and monthly passes,
and be able to offer charters, dinner cruises, and other services in the future. You
can’t miss us; we’re the yellow and black
pontoon boat with a yellow bimini top.
• Email:info@tempewatertaxi.com
• Phone:602-903-0868
• Website:tempewatertaxi.com

Rules and Restrictions

• Riders must exit the vessel at the end
of a one-way trip. Round-trip rides will
not be allowed.
• First come, first served.
• Reservations not accepted
• Credit only – cash not accepted
• Weather Policy: will not operate in
high winds, dust storms, lighting or storm
events.
• Vessel Capacity: 10 + driver / pets
allowed
• No alcohol allowed.
• PFD’s will be provided for all sizes.
Ages 14 and under are required to wear
a PFD. n

Trust Your Arizona Boat Work To

Hale’s Marine Service and Transport
• Assistance With Selling Your Boat
• Boating Accident & Storm Damage
• Boat Pickup & Delivery (All Valley Lakes)
• Bottom Paint
• Canvas & Interior Repair
• Custom Installations

• Electric Boats
• Fiberglass/Aluninum Hull Repair
• Mechanical Repair
• Preventive maintenance(Annual Service)
• Trailer Service
• Transportation (Local & National)

Boat Bro

Go to Hke?
ale

2101 W. Williams Dr., Phoenix
www.halesmarineservices.com

623.879.7236
www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com
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WILDFLOWERS

Business
Directory

Continued from page 1

Sun Valley Fiber-Glas, Inc.
480-833-6561
925 South Center
Mesa, AZ, U.S.A

ing years of average and above average
precipitation, it seems every direction you
look there are beautiful yellow, red, white,
orange, blue, or purple flowers blanketing
the landscape. Try not to be discouraged
during the dry years...The desert is resilient and will do its best to impress while
propagating the species.
Parks at higher elevations see flowers later in the year, around May, and the
blooms last well into the summer. There’s
typically more rainfall up north, which
equates to even more beautiful northern
Arizona wildflowers. The contrast of vibrant flowers against the backdrop of
green is a sight to behold, so get your
camera, comfortable outdoor shoes, and
plenty of water and enjoy the rich colors
across the state.

Lodging

Picacho Peak State Park

Boat Transport

Hale’s Marine Service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
www.halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A

Fiberglass Repair

Cabrillo Inn & Suites/Airport
Near Shelter Island in Point Loma
The Fishing Is Here!
619/223-5544
www.cabrilloinnsd.com
1150 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106 U.S.A.

Marinas
Bartlett Lake Marina
NE of Carefree, AZ U.S.A.
602/316-3378
www.bartlettlake.com/index.html
info@bartlettlake.com
Pleasant Harbor RV Resort & Marina
Peoria, AZ
(928) 501-5263
(602) 269-0077
www.pleasantharbor.com NEW

Products
Descale-It Products
Company/Seaspots Gone
(520) 294-5676
info@descale-it.com
www.descale-it.com
4357 South Santa Rita Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85714 U.S.A.

Publications
Arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western Outdoor Times
(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
www.azbw.com
www.westernoutdoortimes.com
7620 East McKellips Road, Ste 490
Scottsdale, AZ 85257

Picacho Peak is arguably one of the
best spots to see blooming wildflowers
and cactus in Arizona, with bushels of
incredible golden blooms throughout the
park. The desert wildflowers here offer a
unique and beautiful contrast to the green
and brown hues of this Sonoran Desert
destination. Experience the trails as they
wind through a colorful sea of yellow,
orange, purple, and red wildflowers, each
step exposes new beautiful along the way.
Plants, shrubs, and cacti all blooming,
seemingly for your pleasure...Extend your
trip and enjoy a stay in the campgrounds
to get the most out of Arizona’s wildflower season. Springtime weather is perfect
for a desert camping experience, book a
trip and expose yourself to the beauty Arizona so selflessly shares with you.

Wildflower Update
02/08/2021

The poppies are starting to bloom in
very small areas, and we expect the brittlebush and lupine are not far behind but
have yet to see any significant growth.
A very dry winter season with very little
rain between October and January means
that most seeds did not have a chance to
germinate and wildflowers will be few
this year. But the desert is resilient and the
occasional Mexican Gold Poppy can be
spotted in areas where moisture retention
is increased, such as underneath shrubs
and trees.

Lost Dutchman State Park

Lost Dutchman had a great showing in
2017; in fact, wildflower conditions were
nearly optimal. The 2018 season slowed a
bit with a lack of timely rainfall and early
high temperatures that killed off young
plants, and the 2019 season was hampered by the late-season freezes, although
the brittlebush did fairly well. Flowers at
this park usually start a couple weeks after Picacho Peak, and little bursts of brittlebush and poppies are starting to show.
Flowering plants in this park may
include, but are not limited to: chuparosas, poppies, fiddle necks, globe mallow,
chuparosa, brittle bush, desert evening
primrose, blue dicks, lupine, ocotillo,
chicory, scorpion weed, skeleton weed,
jojoba, Mormon tea, phacelia, bluebell,
and more!
Preview some of the blooms that are
on display during the spring on the Lost
Dutchman State Park Facebook page.

Catalina State Park

Catalina is already starting to see
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Alamo Lake isn’t just for world-class
fishing and off-roading! The park has
so much more to offer, like amazing
blooms that blanket the landscape in late
March and early April. The high desert
getaway is covered in brittlebush flowers and blooming palo verde trees along
the shores and hills surrounding the lake,
which makes for amazing views on your
hikes through the Sonoran desert.
The juxtaposition of bright yellow
starbursts among desert landscapes is a
bucket list item begging to be checked
off! Reserve a cabin or campsite to take
advantage of all Alamo Lake has to offer, and to see the blooms as they hit their
peak of Arizona wildflower season!
Red Rock rests at a higher elevation,
so their wildflower season usually begins
in May and continues through mid-June,
as long as moisture levels remain high.
Due to above average winter precipitation
and temperatures, many early spring annual plants may sprout early. Take a peek
at what’s sprouting on the Red Rock State
Park Facebook page.
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splashes of color along the Sutherland
Trail. This Sonoran Desert dominated
park is fed by snow melt through two
large washes, which brings cooler temperatures, and beautiful blooms that last
a bit longer. This is actually quite convenient for visitors hoping to extend their
wildflower season by visiting this southern Arizona destination after seeing the
beauty of other parks across the state!
With such a large variety of flowering plants, shrubs, and cacti, this park is
really a sight to behold when the bloom
is taking place. Springtime brings beautiful sights and aromatic appreciation to
park visitors, combine these with a hike
through the desert for an absolutely unforgettable experience.
The Catalina State Park Facebook
page posts wildflower updates during the
spring season. Follow along and visit the
park when your favorite plants are blooming!

Affordable Prices • Newsletter
Print Edition • Three Web Sites
Contact Jim For Information - No Charge For Information
jim@azbw.com or 480/947-6219

What Have You Got To Lose?

Arizona’s flowering plants bloom at
various times of year, although the spring
wildflower season is generally the best
time to view unforgettably vibrant fields
of color. Provided there has been ample
late winter/early spring rains, Arizona’s
deserts absolutely come alive from late
February through April and draw in visitors from around the world to admire the
splendor.
Many of these flowering desert plants
attract hummingbirds as well to truly accentuate a colorful springtime park experience! Check out the following list
of wildflowers you can find in Arizona’s
State Parks and then visit https://azstateparks.com/wildflowers to see photos of
each.
Marsh Aster Aster pauciflorus
Brittlebush Encelia farinosa
Bluedicks Dichelostemma capitatum
Chuparosa Beloperone californica
Coulter’s
Lupine
Lupinus
sparsiflorus
Desert Chia Salvia columbariae
Desert
Chicory
Rafinesquia
neomexicana
Desert marigold Baileya multiradiata
Desert
Primrose
Oenothera
primiveris
Desertstar
Daisy
Monoptilon
bellidiforme
California poppy Eschscholzia californica
Gravel Ghost Atrichoseris platyphylla
WILDFLOWERS, continued on page 19
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SHUTTLE

Continued from page 1
their own face masks/coverings;
• Hand sanitizer will be available for
use;
• Passengers must follow all CDC and
public health physical distancing guidelines while in line and on the bus; sidewalk decals, tape, and signage have been
installed at bus stops to promote physical
distancing; and
• Buses will undergo daily cleaning according to CDC and public health guidance.

Key Shuttle Updates

The Hermits Rest Route (Red Route)
and the Kaibab Rim Route Eastbound
(Orange Route) will operate with the following schedules —
• Both routes will start at 4:30 a.m. and
run until one hour after sunset.
• During peak hours, headways on the
Hermits Rest Route will be every 5-10
minutes and headways on the Kaibab
Rim Route Eastbound will be every 8-10
minutes.
• Headways will be every 30 minutes
before sunrise and following sunset.
The Hikers’ Express Bus will run directly from the Backcountry Office to the
South Kaibab Trailhead. No other stops
will be made along the Hikers’ Express
Route. The schedule for the express bus
is as follows:
• March and April - 6, 7 and 8 a.m.
• May - 5, 6 and 7 a.m.
Hikers can also park at the Grand Canyon Visitor Center and access the South
Kaibab Trailhead via the Kaibab Rim
Route (Orange Route), which will operate
from 4:30 a.m. until one hour after sunset.

Not Operating This Spring

The Village Route (Blue Route), the
Kaibab Rim Route Westbound, and the
Tusayan Route (Purple Route) will not
operate this spring.

More Information

Additional shuttle bus information is
available online at www.nps.gov/grca/
planyourvisit/shuttle-buses.htm.

When Riding
Park Shuttle Buses

• Visitors should expect delays to
board a bus during busier times of the day.
• Buses are white with a green stripe
and display the route name on the front
and the side
• No tickets are required; a portion of
your entrance fee pays for this important
service
• Buses come every 15-30 minutes
• Bus stops are clearly marked throughout the park
• The routes interconnect, but do not
overlap
• Bus stops are located approximately
every mile along the 13-mile Rim Trail.
Walk a portion of the Rim Trail while taking in the views and then get on a shuttle
bus. The Rim Trail is wheelchair-accessible from Lookout Studio to the South
Kaibab Trailhead
• Bus stops are also in proximity to
great cycling opportunities. Bicycle the
Greenway Trail to South Kaibab Trailhead or ride Hermit Road to Hermits Rest
and then get on a shuttle bus to come back
• Service may be suspended during inclement weather

Shuttle Bus Etiquette

• No eating or open drink containers
• No pets allowed on shuttle buses.
Service dogs are permitted (as defined by
the Americans With Disabilities Act).
• Collapse strollers before entering
the shuttle bus. No oversized or jogging
strollers. Remove baby-back carriers
when seated
• Shuttle buses can accommodate two
or three bicycles, but not tag alongs, baby
trailers, or children’s bicycles with wheels
less than 16 inches (41 cm). Riders must
load and unload their bicycles
• Shuttle buses are equipped with
ramps and space to carry passengers
in wheelchairs.Please note: wheelchairs

www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

larger than 30 inches wide by 48 inches
long (76 cm x 122 cm) cannot be accommodated on shuttle buses and most motorized scooters will not fit
• Shuttle buses only stop at designated
bus stops
All of the park’s buses are wheelchair
accessible, but the park does offer a Scenic Drive Accessibility Permit, which allows entry for visitors with mobility issues to some areas closed to public traffic.
The permit is available at entrance gates
and National Park Service visitor centers.

History Of The
Shuttle Bus System

The National Park Service has provided free shuttle bus service on the South
Rim of Grand Canyon National Park
for more than 40 years. All of the park’s
buses are fully accessible and run on compressed natural gas, which means fewer
harmful emissions for people and the environment. And the roadways are far less
crowded!
Grand Canyon’s shuttle system provides a hassle free way to access South
Rim trails, viewpoints, and other points of
interest –some areas are only accessible
by bus. The shuttle system is not an experience in and of itself, but a means to access all that the South Rim has to offer –
hiking, cycling, scenic views and artistic
endeavors, historical structures inspired
by the regional landscape, and museums
and information centers that highlight
the park’s unique cultural and natural resources. So, park your car and begin your
Grand Canyon explorations! n

WILDFLOWERS

Continued from page 18
Fairy duster Calliandra californica
Fiddleneck Amsinckia intermedia
Lyreleaf
Jewelflower Streptanthus arixonicus
New Mexico Thistle Cirsium
neomexicanum
Purple Mat Nama demissum
Purple Owl›s Clover Castilleja
exserta
Rock Daisy Perityle emoryi
Scorpion weed Phacelia distans
Yellow Cups Camissonia brevipes
You can always contact the parks by
phone to see what blooms have made
their appearance! February is the earliest wildflowers will start to bloom, and
often they wait until March. The season
depends on precipitation and temperature,
so you never know what you’ll see!
Always remember to treat the landscape and blooms with respect, and be
careful not to pick or trample the flowers!
Help us keep the parks beautiful for all
visitors to Arizona State Parks! n
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