THE FOURTH OF JULY

Reflections On The 250th Birthday

By Tom Cole, Retired Marine Commander VFW Post 3513

Special Features Writer

Ah yes, the Fourth of July. The exhilaration of a three-day week-
end. The fluttering panoply of color as most households hang their
flags out for all to see and banners cross overhead on streets and
buildings in a raw display of patriotism.

Dogs, Burgers, Sports, Fireworks
The smell of hot dogs, hamburgers, steaks and chops on the
many neighborhood grills and barbeques. The sounds of the many

When people hear the name Ar-
izona Elk Society, they often as-
sume the organization exists solely
to benefit elk. While elk conserva-
tion remains an important part of
our history, our impact reaches far
beyond a single species. Across Ar-
izona, we work to improve wildlife
habitat, protect critical water sourc-
es, introduce young people to the
outdoors, and provide meaningful
outdoor experiences for veterans.

Our mission is carried out
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Let Freedom Ring

through four pillars: Habitat, Water,
Youth, and Veterans.

Habitat

Healthy wildlife populations de-
pend on healthy habitat. Arizona
Elk Society works with conserva-
tion partners to restore grasslands,
improve forests, enhance mead-
ows, and complete habitat proj-
ects that benefit elk, deer, turkey,
pronghorn, and countless other
wildlife species.
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children running in the yards, playing at the parks or splashing in

the pools. People watching sports in a leisurely fashion, drinks in
hand. And later the smell, sound and explosive fury of the fireworks

niversary.

as they detonate in beauty and pageantry while everyone oohs and
aahs at them. Truly a great celebration for our nation’s birthday an-

Years ago, [ used to work at a job where I travelled to our corpo-
rate headquarters in Massachusetts, where I usually stayed in histor-
ic Concord. It was and is to this day a very small and quaint place

Water

In Arizona, water is life. Through
our Water for Arizona’s Wildlife
program, volunteers build, repair,
and maintain wildlife waters, catch-
ments, and springs that provide
reliable water sources for wildlife
while supporting healthy habitat
across the landscape. During peri-
ods of drought, dedicated volun-
teers also haul thousands of gallons
of water to remote wildlife drinkers

ELK, continued on page 19

to stay. I occasionally stayed at the Colonial Inn (Est. 1716 and yes,
REFLECTIONS, continued on page 19

Arizona Elk Society: More Than Elk Conservation

Heat Safety Tips For Outdoor Recreation

Warmer weather means extra outdoor pre-
cautions for everyone hoping to enjoy out-
door recreation in the Grand Canyon State.
Use these tips from Arizona State Parks and
Trails to prepare before heading out for your
next adventure.

No matter if you’ve lived in Arizona your
whole life or are just visiting during summer
break, understanding how to recreate safely
means your visit to the parks will be memo-
rable for all the right reasons.

* Bring more water than you think you’ll
need, every time —even for flat, cooler-weath-
er hikes. Pre-hydrate before you head out,
starting the night before. Drink through-
out the day and always over-prepare. When
you’ve finished half of your water supply, it’s
time to turn around — no matter where you are
on the trail.

* Be prepared. Before you hike, check
and download any trail maps or guides you
might need, or check out our resources at
AZStateParks.com. Take a GPS with you,
and make sure your phone is fully charged. If
you’re hiking alone, let someone know where
you’re going and about how long you’ll be
gone. Rangers at our parks will be available
to help you pick the trail that’s right for you
and make sure you have the right supplies.

* Pick the right trail. If you plan to hike
in the heat, head out early or later in the day
when the sun is lower. Find trails with shade
and avoid steep inclines. This is not the time
to tackle your bucket list hike in the middle
of the afternoon.

* Bring sun protection, like a hat, sun-
glasses, and sunscreen — even on cloudy
days. Consider wearing long, lightweight
sleeves to protect you from the sun and help
keep your body cool.

STATE PARKS, continued on page 19
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By Carol L. Allen

As Tom Cole wrote in his Inde-
pendence Day article, we need to do
more than barbeque and light fire-
works. We need to pause for a mo-
ment to express our gratitude to our
brave fighters (the original National
Guard) who paved the way for our
Founding Fathers to put it all together
in the Declaration of Independence
— the very document that was our
most important birthday gift.

If you consider those times, it is
amazing that this gift was ever given.
Those first soldiers were up against
the most powerful nation and military
in the world at that time. However,
after much blood was shed and there
were many deaths, they prevailed and
we had a birthday present: a new na-
tion “under God with liberty and jus-
tice for all”.

Now it is up to us to not only ver-
balize our gratitude, but to honor and
treasure what we have been given. It
takes more than words. ll

Pleasant Harbor
At Lake Pleasant

Celebrate America at Pleasant
Harbor — July 3rd!

Join us Thursday, July 3rd for
Pleasant Harbor’s annual Celebrate
America fireworks show at Lake
Pleasant! Enjoy a night of live music
by Georgia Chrome, food trucks, free
kids’ activities, and an epic fireworks
show over the lake at 9PM!

Gates open at Spm

Parking (per vehicle):

* $30 presale / $35 day of

* $35 w/ watercraft presale / $40
day of

Get your tickets at: www.pleas-
antharbor.com

Dry camping available — $45/
night, 3-night min. Call 623-235-
6140 to reserve.

Coolers, lawn chairs welcome!
Canopies OK until sunset.

8708 W. Harbor Blvd, Peoria, AZ

Come celebrate lakeside — there’s
no better view of the fireworks than
right here at Pleasant Harbor!

#CelebrateAmerica #LakePleas-
antFireworks #PleasantHarbor
#4thofJulyFun B
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The Best Fireworks Show in Town!

Pleasant Harbor at Lake Pleasant will host its annual Celebrate America fireworks show
on Thursday, July 3, 2026. Pleasant Harbor is home to this annual firework show, as well as
food trucks, free kids’ activities, and live music. Gates open at 5:00 p.m. with fireworks at
9:00 p.m. and activities running through 10:30 p.m. Presale parking admission is $30 per
vehicle and $35 for vehicles with watercraft. The day of the event, admission for vehicles
is $35 and $40 for vehicles with watercraft. Coolers and lawn chairs are welcome.
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Veterans In The News - Tom
Cole, Special Features Writer
If you have never thanked a Veteran,
don’t you think it is about time you did?
See more Veterans related stories on
pages 16 & 17.

Arizona Elk Society Flagstaff
July Banquet

2026 Northern Arizona Peaks Chap-
ter Banquet Tickets

When people hear the name Arizona
Elk Society, they often assume the orga-
nization exists solely to benefit elk. While
elk conservation remains an important
part of our history, our impact reaches far
beyond a single species. Across Arizo-
na, we work to improve wildlife habitat,
protect critical water sources, introduce
young people to the outdoors, and provide
meaningful outdoor experiences for vet-
erans. Our mission is carried out through
four pillars: Habitat, Water, Youth, and
Veterans.

Habitat: Healthy wildlife populations
depend on healthy habitat. Arizona Elk
Society works with conservation partners
to restore grasslands, improve forests,
enhance meadows, and complete habi-
tat projects that benefit elk, deer, turkey,
pronghorn, and countless other wildlife
species.
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ICAST - DEALS DON’T WAIT!

Some deals only happen in person.
They happen at ICAST.

This is where retailers uncover
show-only pricing, favorable terms, and
real buying opportunities-while manu-
facturers come ready to move product,
secure commitments, and reward the part-
ners who show up.

It’s where negotiations happen face-
to-face, where timing matters, and where
decisions are made in the moment. The
conversations, the terms, and the advan-
tages you gain here simply don’t carry
over once the show ends.

If you’re not here, you’re not part of the
deals and opportunities that won’t be avail-
able anywhere else-or at any other time.

Be part of what brings it all together.

Join us at ICAST.

VFW POST

ONGOING

Date Night at Ben Avery!

Is the same old dinner-and-a-movie
routine missing the mark? Shake things
up with a Date Night at the Ben Avery
Shooting Facility! Beautiful weather, a
little friendly competition, and some safe
shooting sports fun set the stage for a
night out that’s right on target.

Whether you’re trying something new
or already enjoy time at the range, Ben
Avery offers a unique experience with that
special someone. Our world-renowned,
safety-focused facility, welcoming staff,
and easy Date Night packages make plan-
ning an unforgettable evening simple.

Here’s what we have in store:

Date Night at the Clay Target Center
Fun for anyone-and especially great for
couples trying shooting sports for the first
time. Shotgun rentals are included, mak-
ing this an approachable way to enjoy a
new experience together.

Date Night at the Rifle & Pistol Range
Perfect for couples who already have their
own firearms, this option offers a great
deal and a fun way to enjoy some quality
range time together in a relaxed, safe en-
vironment.

Important details:

These offers are valid Thursdays and
Fridays from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. (last check-
in at 5:30 p.m.).

Be sure to mention “Date Night” when
you check in to get the deal.

We’re looking forward to being part of
your special evening!
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The entire contents of “Arizona Boating &

Watersports” and “Western Outdoor Times”
are copyrighted ©2026 by Arizona Boating &
Watersports, LLC. No part may be reproduced
in any form without the express written consent
of the Publisher. All property rights to any
advertisements produced for the advertiser by
AZBW/WOT, using artwork and/or typography
furnished or arranged by AZBW,/WOT shall be
the property of AZBW/WOT. No such ad or any
part thereof may be reproduced or assigned
without the consent of the publisher. Story
ideas and photos are welcome. We do not
assume responsibility for unsolicited material.
The expressed views of our advertisers and
contributors are presented for reader inter-

est only. Publishing them neither constitutes
endorsement by AZBW/WOT nor necessarily
reflects the opinions of those involved with this
publication.
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To learn more about boating safely in Anzona visit
www.azgfd.gov/boating or call: 623-236-7258

I

Under state law, life jackets are required to be worn by children 12

Wea r a I Ife ja Cket years o[d and ycl>unger, bgt it's strongly urged that everyone wear

one while on the water. Life jackets save lives.

Eve ry t rl p Before heading out on the water, it's important that boaters check

to ensure that their life jackets are in good condition and that they

are the right size and fit for passengers. Look for:
ve ry I m e ° : ® Any rips or tears

* Missing straps
® Broken fasteners
e Ensure that the flotation hasn’t shifted.

Life jackets should be inspected each boating season due to the
environment's impact on their materials and replaced if neccessary.

7

Department

RegiSter YOU r Wate rcraﬂf | | Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086

Make sure your vessel's registration is current before heading out on 602-942-3000 azgfd gov

the water! Skip the line and renew your watercraft registration onlme at
www.azgfd.gov/boating ....

azbw.com ¢ westernoutdoortimes.com ¢ floridaboatingandwatersports.com July 2026 | 3
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The Great
Outdoors
Is Waiting

WE CAN HELP

YOU GET THERE!

Kokopelli is your home-town,

custom-trailer manufacturer.

kokopellitrailers.com

32240 West Bud Rd., Maricopa, AZ 85138 |
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DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THIS PATRIOT?

Elvis Presley Helped Save
The USS Arizona Memorial

Elvis Presley played a pivotal role in
funding the USS Arizona Memorial. By
the end of 1960, fundraising efforts for the
memorial had stalled and fallen far short
of the goal. To save the project, Elvis held
a historic benefit concert at Pearl Harbor’s
Bloch Arena on March 25, 1961, which
raised over $54,000 and reignited the
public and congressional support needed
to complete the monument.

The 1961 Benefit Concert

Venue: Bloch Arena, Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii

Date: March 25, 1961

Event Purpose: To raise funds for the
construction of a permanent memorial
honoring the lives lost during the Decem-
ber 7, 1941 attack on the USS Arizona.

Ticket Sales: Managed by his manag-
er, Colonel Tom Parker, tickets ranged
from $3 to $100 with absolutely no com-
plimentary tickets issued—ensuring max-
imum proceeds

Impact and Legacy

Fundraising: The concert and associ-
ated donations directly brought in more
than $60,000, which galvanized Congress
to close the remaining budget gap with
federal appropriations later that year.

Further, Elvis Presley Made A Sepa-
rate Personal Donation

Presley also took from his own pocket
to support the project. Aside from vol-
unteering his time and performing for
free, Elvis and his manager, Colonel Tom
Parker, maximized their personal impact

James

Jenista, DDS

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Free Consulatations

Plans for Non-Insured Patients

Skin Care Treatments
remove wrinkles, scars, and fine lines

Check out our Google Reviews

with several distinct contributions.

Direct Cash Donation: Elvis made
an out-of-pocket personal donation of
$5,000 (equivalent to roughly $50,000 to-
day) directly to the fund.

The First Ticket: Before the show even
went on sale, Elvis bought the very first
ticket for himself at the maximum price
of $100.

Buying Out Seats for Patients: Elvis
personally purchased dozens of addition-
al $100 tickets to distribute to patients and
staff at a local military hospital so they
could attend the concert.

Strict “No Freebies” Policy: Elvis and
Parker mandated that absolutely no one
got in for free. Elvis paid out of his own
pocket to cover the tickets for his entire
backing band and entourage, ensuring
that every seat in Bloch Arena directly
generated revenue for the memorial.

Would you like to know more about
the other organizations that funded the
memorial, or see details on Elvis’s later
visits to Pearl Harbor? M

350 OFF

YOUR FIRST VISIT WHEN
YOU MENTION
ARIZONA BOATING

& WATERSPORTS

Call today!

480.860.6000

o 10715 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Bivd.,
Wl Suite 102, Scottsdale
scottsdale-dentistry.com
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Prioleau Honored With 2026 BoatUS/NWSA Leadership In Women'’s Sailing Award

In 1999, the Boat Owners Association
of The United States (BoatUS) and the
National Women’s Sailing Association
(NWSA) created an annual award recog-
nizing a man or a woman for a record of
achievement in inspiring, educating and
enriching the lives of women through
sailing.

The organizations are proud to an-
nounce Karen Prioleau of Newport Beach,
California as the 2026 award recipient.
Her unyielding dedication to educating
sailors, exceptional leadership skills and a
lifetime of work to promote opportunities
for women make her a worthy recipient
of the award.

Inspiration To Many

Her leadership has inspired countless
women to endeavor to serve the sailing
community as professionals mariner ca-
reers on large private and charter yachts,
cruise ships, passenger ferries, whale
watch vessels and as instructors.

Karen started sailing and instructing
as a young girl at Long Beach Sea Base
in Long Beach, California. Later, she and
her family accomplished cruising interna-
tionally on their 1938 wooden sailboat.
Upon sailing home to California, Karen
joined the faculty at Orange Coast Col-
lege (OCC), in Costa Mesa, California,
eventually retiring as Associate Professor
and Professional Mariners Program Coor-
dinator.

Amazing To Do
These As A ‘Job”

She coordinated and instructed in the
Professional Mariner Program for the last
15 years, following her decade of work
with the OCC School of Sailing and Sea-
manship. At OCC, she coordinated their
Offshore Sailing Program and skippered
the 65° S/V ALASKA EAGLE with adult

sailors on many offshore passages. She
recounted, “It was amazing to do the sorts
of things as a job!”

She was rotated into trips from Hawaii
to Alaska, through the Panama Canal, the
longest being from Newport Beach, Cal-
ifornia, to Easter Island. “Learning so
much. It was a blast!” In the early years
of her long tenure at OCC the profession-
al mariners program consisted of all male
students. Over the years the number of
women in the program grew and grew to
be about 40 percent.

Safety At Sea Trainings

Sought for her training abilities, Karen
Prioleau instructed in Safety at Sea train-
ings on the east and west coasts of the US.
Karen co-organized a crew-overboard re-
search event in Newport, Rhode Island, in
collaboration with the Cruising Club of
America, Storm Trysail Club, New York
Yacht Club and US Sailing. The event
involved four offshore boats of various
types evaluating different techniques for
locating and rescuing individuals in the
water, including nighttime and moderate
sea conditions.

Karen Prioleau has been a vital mem-
ber of the national faculty as Master
Instructor of US Sailing for 24 years,
contributing to the Keelboat and Power-
boat programs. In this role, she has been

Don’t Move A Mussel!

Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
Utah Department of Natural Resourc-
es Law Enforcement

Arizona Game and Fish Department

Boating at Lake Powell or other Utah
lakes this year? Be aware of these require-
ments.Don’t forget to take the mandato-
ry course, pay the fee, and follow steps
to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive
species.

LAKE POWELL, Utah — With sum-
mer in full swing, many are making plans
for their next boating trip.
If you are planning to boat
at Lake Powell or any oth-
er lakes in Utah this sum-
mer, the Utah Division of
Wildlife Resources, Utah
Department of Natural Re-
sources Law Enforcement,
and Arizona Game and Fish
Department want to remind
you of Utah’s boater re-
quirements before you hit the water.

Aquatic Invasive Species
Requirements

Here are the main rules to be aware of

* Anyone who launches a boat or any
other watercraft in Utah — whether they
are a Utah resident or non-resident — is
required to take an annual mussel-aware
boater course. This includes individuals
with paddle boards, kayaks, and other
non-motorized watercraft.

* Invasive quagga mussels can quick-
ly anchor to boat motors and other hard
surfaces.

* Anyone who wants to launch a mo-
torized boat in Utah must also pay an
annual aquatic invasive species program
vessel enrollment fee. This fee helps the
Utah DNR operate the state’s program
and keep AIS from spreading throughout

azbw.com ¢ westernoutdoortimes.com ¢ floridaboatingandwatersports.com

Utah.

* When leaving any waterbody in Utah
or when traveling into Utah while trans-
porting watercraft, all drain plugs must
be removed. Boaters should also remove
any sea strainers while transporting their
watercraft.

* All watercraft leaving Lake Pow-
ell — currently the only Utah waterbody
with confirmed quagga mussels — are re-
quired to have an exit inspection during
the inspection station’s hours of oper-
ation. Inspections are not the same as
decontaminations. After a watercraft is
inspected, it must still be professionally
decontaminated before that watercraft can
launch at a different waterbody in Utah.
If a decontamination can’t be performed,
the watercraft must follow the recom-
mended cleaning and draining guidelines,
and wait the required dry time before
launching again in Utah. Utah’s required
dry times after boating at Lake Powell
are 7 days in summer, 18 days in fall and
spring, and 30 days in winter. However,
wakeboard boats are defined as complex
boats which always require a 30-day dry
time — regardless of the time of year —
unless they are professionally decontam-
inated by a Utah DWR-certified aquatic
invasive species decontaminator.

» All watercraft users should always
clean, drain, and dry their watercraft
when leaving any waterbody to prevent
the spread of aquatic invasive species,
such as quagga mussels and invasive Eur-
asian watermilfoil plants.

MUSSELS, continued on page 19

instrumental in updating the navigation-
al material, an area of sailing that offers
opportunities for women of all ages and
physical abilities to become proficient.

Well Deserved

The award was presented in New-
port, Rhode Island, June 16 as Karen
prepares for her fourth Newport to Ber-
muda race, this year aboard S/V SELK-
IE, sailing with owner and 2018 award-
ee, Sheila McCurdy. NWSA President
Debby Grimm notes, “One pillar of the
Leadership in Women’s Sailing Award is
educating women in the sport of sailing.
It was a pleasure meeting Karen Prioleau
for the first time at our 2026 conference.
She was a valuable instructor and met all
our expectations with her knowledge and
congeniality. Well-deserved, Karen!”

For more about Karen Prioleau, vis-
it https://www.womensailing.org/lead-
ership_in womens_sailing.php and to
learn about the accomplishments of past
awardees.

About Boat US

About Boat Owners Association of
The United States:

Celebrating more than 55 years, Boa-
tUS is the nation’s largest advocacy, ser-
vices and safety group with more than
725,000 dues-paying members. BoatUS
is the boat owners’ voice on Capitol Hill,
fighting for their rights. The TowBoa-
tUS® fleet is available 24/7 to assist our
members on the water when boats break
down or run aground with some 600 ves-
sels and 300-plus locations across North
America, bringing our members safely
back to the launch ramp, marina or dock.

Boat Owners’ ‘Auto Club’
On the road, we are The Boat Owners
Auto Club™, helping ensure roadside

trailer and tow vehicle breakdowns won’t
slow you down. BoatUS offers GEICO
boat insurance policies that give boat
owners affordable, specialized coverage
and the superior service they need.

BoatUS Magazine

Award-winning BoatUS Magazine is
the largest circulation recreational ma-
rine publication in the U.S. with engaging
content that speaks to the passion for boat
ownership, while our 501(c)(3) nonprofit
BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety
and Clean Water offers the nation’s only
free online boating safety course and
many other programs that keep boaters
safe and our waters clean. Visit BoatUS.
com

About National Women’s
Sailing Association

Founded in 1990 by Hall of Fame
sailor Doris Colgate, the National Wom-
en’s Sailing Association is a program of
the Women’s Sailing Foundation, Inc. a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based
in the U.S. It maintains the mission of
providing education, programming and
support for women sailors of all ages. The
organization seeks to help women find
community and mentorship among their
peers, as well as create leadership and ed-
ucation opportunities.

Maintain ‘Adventure Sail’

Through membership, donations and
sponsorship, they continue to maintain
AdventureSail®, a program designed for
girls who wouldn’t otherwise have an op-
portunity to discover the joys of sailing,
the Learn to Sail Youth Sailing Scholar-
ship, the Sue Corl Sailing Scholarship and
the BoatUS/NWSA Leadership in Wom-
en’s Sailing Award. Visit WomenSailing.
org. l

BOXSCUORE

covering sports from around the globe

WORLD SPORTSWIRE

boxscorenews.com

Boxscore News is a Division
of Stryker Indigo New York
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PORT TACKLE & TARGET

AZGFD Seeks Input On Proposed Changes To 2027-28 Fishing Regulations

Public forum webcast to
discuss proposals from

6-7 p.m. on July 9; written
comments can be submitted to
fishregscomments@azgfd.gov

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment is seeking public input on proposed
changes to the 2027-28 Arizona fishing
regulations. There are seven proposed
changes:

1. Establish daily bag limits at East
Mesa Community Park Pond.

2. Amend the daily bag limits at Mar-
icopa Lake in Youngtown.

3. Amend bass limits for Sahuarita

Lake, Kennedy Lake, Silverbell Lake,
and Lakeside Lake (Tucson area at 4 CFP
waters).

4. Remove current special regulations
at Lee Valley Lake and return it to state-

wide regulatlons to address a management
need to improve fishing for the public.

5. Remove current special regulations
at Lee Valley Creek and return it to state-
wide regulations to match proposed regu-
lations for Lee Valley Lake.

6. Increasing spearfishing opportuni-
ties at Lake Powell.

7. Catch and release only for large-
mouth bass at Cluff Ranch Pond 3.

The proposed changes, and the ratio-
nale behind them, can be found at Com-
mission Order 40 Proposals 2027-28.

A public forum webcast is scheduled
for July 9 from 6 to 7 p.m. to further dis-
cuss the proposals and to take public com-
ments. Visit www.azgfd.gov/fishinginput

to view the webcast.

Written comments can be submitted by
email to fishregscomments@azgfd.gov
through July 24, 2026. Comments can
also be submitted by U.S. mail to Arizona
Game and Fish Department, Attn: Am-
berle Jones, 5000 W. Carefree Highway,
Phoenix, AZ 85086.

The proposed regulation changes are
scheduled to be presented to the Arizona
Game and Fish Commission at its public
meeting Aug. 7, 2026, in Williams, Ariz.,
at the Grand Canyon Railway Hotel. The
public is welcome to attend. An agenda
will be posted in advance of the meeting
at www.azgfd.gov/Agency/Commission.

Arizona Anglers Invited To Partlupate In The F|sh250 Challenge

250: Fish 2 Community Fishing Program waters,
5 Arizona lakes or streams, have 0 bad days!

Anglers of all experience levels are
invited to explore the incredible fishing
opportunities found across Arizona by
participating in the Fish250 Challenge.

The challenge is part of Arizona’s Out-
doors250 celebration encouraging people
to get outside, try something new, and re-
connect with Mother Nature through out-
door recreation. Outdoors250, in turn, is
part of America250, a nationwide initia-
tive commemorating the 250th anniversa-
ry of the United States.

It’s easy to participate. Just take selfies
(or have someone take photos of you) at
each of these locations and do the follow-
ing to fulfill the Fish250 Challenge:

* 2 - Fish 2 Community Fishing Pro-
gram waters

* 5 - Fish 5 Arizona lakes or streams

* 0 - Have 0 bad days

Once you’ve completed the Fish250
Challenge, fill out the completion form,
download your photos, and click on “sub-

it.” If you send in the form before the

end of August, you’ll receive the Fish250
Sticker Pack.
“What a wonderful way to celebrate

fishing in Arizona. This challenge is about

Fishing Tips And pcmmg Events

By Chase Newlon
AZGFD Fishing R3 Coordinator

Summer is here! With temperatures
approaching the 100s, now is a good time
to head up north to escape the heat. You
aren’t the only ones feeling the heat, some
fish are sensitive to warmer temperatures
as well. Be sure to check the water tem-
perature before fishing for trout. If the
water temperature is above 67 degrees, it
is best to fish elsewhere with cooler wa-
ter temperatures or switch to fishing for a
warmwater species.

The creeks along the Mogollon Rim
and throughout the White Mountains host
a wide range of different trout species;

Brown trout, Apache trout, tiger trout,
rainbow trout, Gila trout and brook trout.
A few of my favorite places are the West
Fork Little Colorado River for Apache
trout and Tonto Creek for rainbow trout
and brown trout.

Canyon Lake Drawdown To Begin Sept. 16

Lake will be closed for
about 16 weeks for critical
dam safety inspections and

maintenance.

The water level of Canyon Lake,
about 50 miles east of Phoenix, will be
lowered for approximately 16 weeks
starting Sept. 16, 2026, for dam safe-
ty inspections and maintenance. Ton-
to National Forest will close the lake,
including all boat ramps and access
points, during this time.

Salt River Project (SRP) and the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation lower Canyon
Lake for critical dam safety inspections
and maintenance once every 20 years.
While inspections and maintenance are
regularly performed on the dams, some
critical equipment is located underwater,
which makes it inaccessible without low-

ering the lake level.

According to SRP, the lake’s water
level will be lowered by approximate-
ly 54 feet through a drawdown pro-
cess. The work will focus on the nor-
mally submerged portions of Mormon
Flat and Horse Mesa dams, as well as
the river channel downstream of Horse
Mesa Dam. No water will be wasted,
just stored in other reservoirs while the

CANYON LAKE, continued on page 8

proposals.
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I have found fly fishing to be an ex-
tremely effective way to fish the small
pools in these creeks and rivers. A dry
dropper rig with a size 12 Chubby Cher-
nobyl and a Pheasant Tail or Perdigon
continues to produce fish for me. Small
leeches and streamers can also be effec-
tive in targeting some bigger fish out of
the creeks.

For the conventional gear angler, small
Kastmasters, Blue Foxes and Marabou
Jigs fished in the larger pools can be pro-
ductive on these creeks. A 6- to 7-foot
light or ultralight action spinning rod with
4- to 6-pound test works great for the
small creeks.

The FishAZ Network is filled with
great events for all skill levels by a variety
of great partners. For a full list of up-to-
date events, visit https://register-ed.com/
programs/arizona/239-fishaz-network. ll

more than the catch — it’s about discov-
ering new places, enjoying the outdoors
and recognizing the role anglers play as
conservationists who help protect healthy
fisheries and waters for generations to
come,” says Alec Young, Trout Unlimit-
ed’s Angling Recruitment, Retention, Re-
activation Manager.

For more information on the Fish250
Challenge, including information on
where to fish, license requirements, reg-
ulations, how-to videos, and more, visit
https://www.azgfd.com/fish250/.

For more information on Arizona’s
Outdoors250, visit https://azstateparks.
com/Outdoors250. B

AZGFD Creates Updated
Maps Of Southern
Arizona Lakes

With assistance from the AZGFD’s
statewide Aquatic Habitat Program,
the Tucson regional Aquatics Pro-
gram has successfully created maps
of all Region 5 lakes and reservoirs.

These maps were created by cap-
turing 2D sonar recordings and then
processed using ArcGIS Pro. These
maps are now available to the pub-
lic on the newly refurbished fishand-
boataz webtool (https://fishandboataz.
azgfd.com/) and can thus not only be
of use to departmental staff for man-
agement purposes, but can also be a
tool for anglers to help them under-
stand both the dimensions and bottom
contours of the lakes they know and
love. B

Alamo Lake Profiled On Travel Website

A recent article on the Islands travel
website touts the features of Alamo Lake,
not just as a fishing destination, but also
as a place to enjoy rugged desert scen-
ery, whether that means hitting the hik-
ing paths, lazing on a boat on the water,
or rumbling around the lakeshore on the
ATV tracks.

The article describes Alamo as one of
the prime fishing spots in the Grand Can-
yon State, but points out it’s rarely uber-
busy, getting noticeably less attention
from anglers and boaters than other spots
in the region.

The majority of the camping pitches,
boat ramps, and overlooks are near Ala-
mo Road on the southwestern side of the

reserve. A trio of short hiking trails also
begins and ends down in that corner of the
park, with one — the easy, 0.2-mile-long
Rattlesnake Overlook Trail — clambering
up a bluff to offer sweeping views of the

ALAMO LAKE, continued on page 8
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National Park Foundation Awards $1.2 To Benefit Junior Anglers

WASHINGTON — The National
Park Foundation is excited to announce
its largest investment to date in Junior
Ranger Angler programming across the
country, having awarded $1.2 million in
grants to 57 national parks, park partners,
and community-based organizations.
These grantees will host in-park fishing
clinics, set up gear libraries, and more to
provide increased opportunities for chil-
dren, families, and communities to enjoy
the outdoors and national parks.

The Junior Ranger Angler program
was created by the National Park Service
to give young park visitors — typically
between the ages of 5-13, but open to any-
one young at heart — a meaningful op-
portunity to gain new skills, connect with
park rangers, and start building lifelong
relationships with parks as they learn to
fish. With NPF’s support of more than 200
Junior Ranger Angler projects to-date, the
program has been able to reach parks and
communities across the country. Just last
year, NPF supported 670 fishing clinics
for more than 20,000 participants.

“Junior Ranger Angler is about getting
kids, families, and communities hooked
on the great outdoors through unforget-
table park adventures,” said NPF’s Chief
Program Officer Lise Aangeenbrug. “Peo-
ple care about what they feel connected
to. When they’re learning to cast a line
and earning their Junior Ranger Angler
badges, our hope is that they’re establish-
ing a lifelong connection to our national
parks and inspiring a commitment to pro-
tect these places.”

Give Yourself Another Shot At An

Deadline to purchase
tickets extended to July 14

Here’s hoping this email finds you
pleased with the Arizona Game and Fish
Department’s Fall Draw results. Whether
you were drawn or not, we appreciate your
support and want to let you know of an
additional chance to snag a big game hunt
permit-tag. The Conservation First USA
Big Game Super Draw is offering $10 raf-
fle tickets for 17 tags, and the group just
extended its purchasing deadline.

There is no limit to the number of spe-
cies you can try for or the number of tick-
ets you can purchase!

Here’s the breakdown of this
year’s opportunities —

* 3 Bighorn sheep tags (2 desert sheep
and 1 Rocky Mountain)

* 3 Bison tags (1 Kaibab, 1 Raymond,

2026 Fall Draw
Results Available

PHOENIX — The Arizona Game and
Fish Department (AZGFD) has released
the 2026 Fall Draw results for deer, tur-
key, javelina, bighorn sheep, bison, and
sandhill crane.

A customer’s Portal Account is the
only place to view draw results and check
bonus points. Visit https://accounts.azgfd.
com/Account/Login to log in. Please note
that 2026 Fall Draw bonus points will be
posted to Portal Accounts over the next
few weeks.

AZGFD expects to mail hunt per-
mit-tags by July 24. Customers who opt-
ed in to receive an electronic tag for this
draw should see it in their Arizona E-Tag
app by that date. Hunt permit-tags for
sandhill cranes are not available through
the app and will be mailed.

For more information, visit www.
azgfd.gov/hunting. If you need assis-
tance, please call 602-942-3000, Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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This year’s 57 grantees will use fish-
ing to inspire, educate, and engage the
next generation of park stewards through
collaborative community-centered pro-
grams. A few highlights include:

* Acadia National Park will pilot new
programming geared toward local teenag-
ers, including an adventure experience fo-
cused on fishing, stewardship of the land,
and campcraft, and a longer-term monthly
group pairing youth with mentors to de-
velop outdoor skills around fishing.

* Boston Harbor Now will host events
at the Boston Harbor Islands to intro-

1 House Rock)

* 3 Elk tags

* 3 Pronghorn tags

* 2 Coues’ whitetail tags

* 2 Mule deer tags

* 1 Turkey tag

Raffle tickets are $10 each and the
deadline to purchase is July 14. Winners
can hunt for 365 days (Aug. 15, 2026,
to Aug. 14, 2027). Raffle tickets must be
purchased online, and the buyer must be
21 years old and in Arizona at the time of
purchase. The drawing will be conduct-
ed in July. A complete set of rules can be
found online.

Thanks to hunters like you, nearly
$13 million has been raised since 2006
through ticket sales. Every dollar is re-
turned to the Arizona Game and Fish
Department and managed by the Arizo-
na Habitat Partnership Committee. With
input from local habitat partners across
the state and sponsoring organizations

duce local youth and their families to salt-
water fishing as they explore the harbor
and islands, learn about aquatic species
and their habitats, develop safe fishing
practices, and forge meaningful connec-
tions to the harbor, islands, and each oth-
er.

* Dunes Learning Center will host a
catch-and-release fishing program at In-
diana Dunes National Park that teaches
children the basics of fishing, the science
of water quality, the importance of aquat-
ic wildlife, and how to keep their local
waterways healthy for fish and for people.

' J'LII.Y 14ﬂ IS THE :
LAST DAY TO BU\’ ll

PLUS, EVERY TICKET IS JUST $10!

involved in the fundraising, project prior-
ities are determined that provide the most
benefit to each species. H

New Crosshow Permit And CHAMP
Applications Available On AZGFD Site

All existing permits
expire on June 30, 2026.

Hunters, please note that all exist-
ing crossbow permits and all Chal-
lenged Hunter Access/Mobility Permits
(CHAMPs) expire on June 30, 2026.

You can find the new crossbow permit
applications here and the new CHAMP
applications here. Please use only these
forms. Outdated forms and forms ob-
tained elsewhere will not be accepted.

Any person wanting to hunt on or af-
ter July 1, 2026 using a crossbow permit
(R12-4-216) or CHAMP (R12-4-217)
will need to complete a new medical
evaluation and submit a new application
to AZGFD. Applications are now be-
ing accepted in-person or by mail at any
AZGFD office.

This update comes after a review of Ar-

ticle 2 (Licenses; Permits; Stamps; Tags)
of the Arizona Game and Fish Laws and
Rules. AZGFD reviews rule packages ev-
ery five years. Review of Article 2 began
in 2023, with public comments accepted
throughout the rulemaking process. The
Arizona Game and Fish Commission vot-
ed to approve the final rulemaking pack-
age at its September 2025 meeting. The
Arizona Secretary of State approved the
package for publication on Feb. 11, 2026.
You can read the final approved Article 2
package in its entirety here.

To learn more, visit the Rulemaking
Process and Reports page. Scroll down to
the “Rulemaking Updates” section to find
information about the process as well as a
helpful Frequently Asked Questions doc-
ument about the new updates and how to
qualify and apply for both crossbow per-
mits and CHAMPs. Bl

e The Medgar and Myrlie Evers
Home National Monument will work in
partnership with other local groups to help
connect people more closely to Medgar
Evers’s story through his passions: recre-
ational fishing and youth mentorship.

* Yellowstone Forever and Yellow-
stone National Park will work together
to integrate accessible angling and aquat-
ic science activities into a variety of youth
and educator programs.

View the full list of this year’s grantees
here.

The National Park Foundation is proud
to support the Junior Ranger Angler pro-
gram by providing grants funded by gen-
erous donors and partners, including Na-
ture Valley, Subaru of America, Niantic,
Sun Outdoors, Winnebago Motorhome
and Winnebago Industries Foundation.

About The National Park
Foundation

The National Park Foundation works
to protect wildlife and park lands, pre-
serve history and culture, educate and
engage youth, and connect people every-
where to the wonder of parks. We do it
in collaboration with the National Park
Service, the park partner community,
and with the generous support of donors,
without whom our work would not be
possible. Learn more at nationalparks.org.

Editor’s note: For press interested in
learning more about Junior Ranger An-
gler or covering an event held in-park,

please reach out to media@national-
parks.org. B

Epic Hunt

ALAMO LAKE

Continued from page 7

lake and the raw desert backdrop in all its
mountainous glory.

Alamo Lake State Park is also consid-
ered a fine place for stargazing once the
sun dips away.ll

CANYON LAKE

Continued from page 7

work is performed. The lake drawdown
will not interfere with water delivery
from the Salt and Verde river reservoirs
to SRP’s water customers.

Benefits of the project support the
operational safety of the dams for water
storage and flood control and help ensure
water reliability for more than 2.5 million
Valley residents who receive water from
SRP reservoirs. The drawdown will also
provide an opportunity for other agencies
and businesses to perform any necessary
maintenance work and repairs to their
Canyon Lake facilities. l
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Offroading, ‘Trailing’, Hiking

By Margie Anderson

I don't know if you've noticed it, but
John and I sure have. More and more
roads are being closed by being convert-
ed into hiking trails, especially in the
Prescott National Forest. We see a lot
of them, and interestingly enough, there
are never any vehicles parked there that
would indicate anyone using the trail. It §
very frustrating.

Even in the area of the Bloody Basin
road there are a lot of roads that have
been closed. But there is hope for us
off-roaders! The other day I received this
email from Kevin at AZbackroads.com.
John and I have been members of this
group for several years, and this guy does
a lot of hard work for all of us. Here's the
email:

Arizona Backcountry Explorers

“Arizona Backcountry Explorers main
objective has been accomplished. For
years we have been advocating for the
elimination of the enabling executive or-
ders and subsequent agency regulations
that allow the federal government to close
roads on Federal Land.

Last week our advocacy goals were
accomplished when the Trump adminis-
tration rescinded executive order 11644
which is the enabling authoritative mech-
anism that allows federal agencies to
close roads.

Executive order 11644 is referenced in
every single travel management plan. It
is the executive order signed in 1972 to
direct Federal agencies to establish areas
that are open, closed, or limited to cross
country travel by off-road vehicles. The
exec utive order strictly defines what an
off-road vehicle is with a definition that
inherently excludes standard regular au-
tomobiles.

EO 11644 Applications

Despite this, the executive order is ap-
plied to roads instead of areas, all auto-
mobiles instead of just off-road vehicles,
and is incorporated in nearly every single
planning procedure conducted by federal
agencies on public land.

This move by the Trump administra-
tion will enable a completely new travel

management planning process that will
be developed without the designation cri-
teria required by executive order 11644.
Now that we have forced the federal gov-
ernment to revisit the travel management
rules, we must make sure that the new
rules are consistent with existing law in-
cluding section 701 of the federal land
policy management Act which recognizes
valid and existing rights such as rs2477.

This is an incredible opportunity for
motorized users to reshape future access
of public lands.

Become A Member

If you appreciate our advocacy work,
please consider becoming a member if
you are not already.”

To become a member, just visit www.
azbackroads.com and sign up! There are
a lot of great guides to 4x4 trails, camp-
ing info, info on trail etiquette — and more.
The membership is definitely worth it!

Great Summer Trip -
The Pinaleno Mountains

If you’re looking for a cool getaway in
Arizona that is a bit off the beaten path
(and therefore not quite so packed with
human beings), you should give the Pi-
naleno Mountains a try. There are lots of
excellent hiking trails, a lake to fish in,
and plenty of good campgrounds wheth-
er you favor a tent or an RV. The tallest
peak is over 10,000 feet, and you may be
familiar with the name — Mt. Graham: the
mountain with the famous protected red
squirrels.

The Pinalenos are one of the “sky is-
lands” in southeastern Arizona. Sky is-
lands are mountains that are isolated by

MARINE 69-71
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KEN LUND

drastically different lowlands. In this
case, the beautiful forests of these moun-
tains are surrounded by desert. You can
find out a lot more about sky islands at
www.skyislandalliance.org.

Arcadia Trail
The Arcadia trail has been designated
a National Recreation Trail, so of course

we had to check it out first. There are gor-
geous views and lots of beautiful birds
to see. If you’re lucky you may even
see deer. When we went, there were still
bright yellow and red leaves on some of
the trees and bushes. This was in Novem-
ber and it was already getting chilly.

HIKING, continued on page 10
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The Arcadia is a 5-mile there and back
trail (so, 10 miles round trip), but it goes
from one campground to another. Most
people go from the Shannon Campground
to the Arcadia Campground because it’s
mostly downhill that way. Since we were
going to have to backtrack either way, we
chose to park at the Arcadia Campground
and go uphill on the way out and down-
hill on the way back. If you have someone
to give you a ride, by all means take the
downhill path.

Heliograph Trail

About a mile from the Shannon Camp-
ground trailhead you will come across
Heliograph Trail. This one climbs to
the top of Heliograph Peak and you can
get quite a fantastic view from up there.
If you have started at the Shannon and
don’t want to go all the way to the Arca-
dia Campground, you can take the Helio-
graph trail to the summit then go back to
Shannon campground by following He-
liograph Road, which is closed to motor
vehicles. This makes about a 4-mile loop,
but you’ll miss a lot of really pretty trail.

Also, the Heliograph Trail is a bit steep
so be prepared for some huffing and puff-
ing. Near Arcadia campground you’ll see
the more colorful trees and probably wild-
flowers as well. This is where we saw a
lot of birds, too — the trail crosses a lit-
tle riparian area. This really is a beautiful
hike and I highly recommend it.

Grant Hill Loop Trail

This trail is actually part of a system
of trails for mountain bikes, made up of
old logging roads connected together.
They make for a great hike, especial-
ly the old road parts. For easiest going,
take this loop headed clockwise. It’s just
over four miles, and will give you some
sweet views of Fort Grant and the Gali-
uro Mountains. There are a lot of loops
and connecting trails, so if you don’t have
trail maps, make sure you take of photo of
the one at the trailhead so you don’t get
mixed up.

The forest is mostly pine, but you’ll
also find some nice stands of aspen. This
is a really nice, not too difficult trail.

Riggs Flat Lake

This beautiful 11-acre trout lake is
your reward for reaching the end of the
Swift Trail. Alpine forest and meadows
surround it, and there is a really nice, easy
hike that goes around the lake. The trail
is only a little over half a mile and is su-
per easy, so it’s great for kids. It can get a
little boggy at the end of the lake, but kids
love that anyway.

If you have a valid AZ fishing license
you can try for the trout that are stocked
in Riggs Flat. Try corn, cheese, salmon
eggs, Power Bait, and worms. Fly fish-
ermen often catch the browns and brook
trout. You can even take a small boat on
the lake (electric motor only), and there is
a boat ramp.

Day use is $8 per vehicle or $10 for
weekly use and you can buy a pass online
or on-site with cash or check. They also
accept the America The Beautiful Pass

If you feel like a side trip, take Highway 191 (fun fact - it used to be called
Highway 666) and you’ll see mines, great little towns, awesome bridges, and
if you care to, a little hike to the world’s largest Arizona cypress tree!

The views from the road to Riggs
Flat Lake are amazing!

and the Senior pass and others. Just go
to the Coronado National Forest and you
can get all the details about the passes,
charges, the campgrounds, etc. It’s closed
from November 14 to April 15 because of
weather.

Jesus Goudy Trail

Just above Riggs Flat Lake there is a
one-mile trail (2.2 miles round trip) called
the Jesus Goudy trail that simply dead
ends at a vista point. We didn’t hike this
trail, which by all accounts is very faint
and rather difficult to follow. We’ll try this
one next time. And there definitely will be
a next time for us — we are totally in love
with the beautiful Pinaleno Mountains.

There are many more hikes that we
simply didn’t have time to explore our
first time out. Go to the Coronado Nation-
al Forest website for information on trails,
camping, water availability, etc. Since the
road goes up up up, portions of it may be
closed due to snow. We passed several
gates that can be swung shut to close the
highway.

Scenic Drives

If you’re not into hiking you may still
want to check out the Pinaleno Swift sce-
nic drive. About 8 miles south of Safford,
turn southwest onto AZ 366. The drive is
just over 35 miles and will take you about
5 hours for the round trip (70 miles total).
You’ll see everything from desert scrub to
alpine forest and meadows on this drive.
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There’s even a boat ramp at Riggs
Flat Lake.

The road to Riggs Flat has plenty
of pull-outs and trailheads to
explore.

Riggs Flat Lake is really lovely, and the campground is great - nestled in the
pines.

There are plenty of interesting things to
stop and see, as well as trailheads and oth-
er recreation activities that might be too
hard to resist. Allow plenty of time!

Also be aware that if you go later in
the year, you’re likely to find that at some
point you’ll come to a locked gate across
the road because of snowy conditions. We
saw quite a few of those gates when we
went in early November, but you never
know what the weather is going to be like,
so you might want to check on the Forest
Service Site before you go.

Camping

Campgrounds in the Pinalenos are Ar-
cadia, Cunningham, Hospital Flat, Riggs
Flat, Shannon, Soldier Creek, and Stock-
ton Pass. RV’s under 22 feet are allowed
at Arcadia, Riggs Flat, Soldier Creek, and
Cunningham. You need to call ahead and
make sure the campgrounds are open be-
fore you go. A single site is $20/night and
a double site is $40/night. Call the Coro-
nado National Forest Safford District at
928-428-4150.

Getting There

From Safford drive south 8 miles on
US 191 to AZ 366. Turn right (southwest)
onto 366. This paved road is paved winds
up the western end of the Pinalenos until
just around where the Shannon Camp-
ground is. Then you follow FR300, which
is a very well maintained gravel road that
will take you all the way to Riggs Lake.

Bonus Trip

If you’re staying in Safford and are
just exploring the area, take I-70 east
from Safford, then 191 up through Clifton
and Morenci. The copper mines in that
area are awesome to behold. [ have a very
old Forest Service map of this area and it
shows that highway 191 used to be High-

way 666. There is a pretty interesting sto-
ry about that. To check it out, visit www.
fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/us666.cfm.

Big Tree Trail Off Highway 191
If you don’t mind a little hike, you
can pull off 191 and hike down The Big
Tree Trail (#314) to see a tree that held
the record as the largest Arizona Cypress
for many years. It is 97 feet tall and has a
circumference of 181 inches, and is now
in second place after a bigger tree discov-
ered in the Santa Catalina Mountains.

As you head north from Clifton on
191, watch for the Sardine Saddle Pic-
nic Ground on the right (east) side of the
road. Just north of that on the other side of
191 is the trailhead for the Big Tree Trail.

Downhill Most Of The Way

The trail is only a little over half a mile
long to the tree and it’s downhill most of
the way. Which means, of course, that it’s
uphill on the way back. But it’s not that
bad and it’s a pleasant hike in the trees
most of the way. It doesn’t get used a lot
so it can get a little confusing in the thick
brush, but nothing scary.

We enjoyed it and we brought the
granddaughters to see the tree on our epic
900-mile summer trip through south and
eastern Arizona. They enjoyed the tree
too, and the hike is a great way to stretch
your legs in the middle of a trip.

Make Safford Your Home
Base For The Pinalenos

Safford, by the way, is a delightful
place to stay. It’s a very pretty town and
the people are really friendly. It’s big
enough to have everything you need, but
small enough to give you a down home
feel. We loved it there. They also have
some awesome Mexican food restaurants.
Learn more about Safford at https://city-
ofsafford.us. B
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Be Prepared

Arizona Public Service (APS) may
temporarily interrupt electrical service
during periods of extreme wildfire danger.
This proactive measure, known as a Pub-
lic Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS), helps
reduce the risk that electrical equipment
could start or contribute to a wildfire.

Power outages may last several hours
or longer depending on weather condi-
tions and the time required for APS to
inspect electrical equipment before safely
restoring service.

Preparing now can help reduce disrup-
tions and keep you, your family, and our
community safe.

What You Can Do Today

Taking a few simple steps now can
make a significant difference if a power
outage occurs.

Charge Essential Devices
* Cell phones
* Tablets and laptops
* Flashlights and headlamps
* Portable battery packs
* Backup batteries for medical devices

Prepare Your Home

* Set refrigerators and freezers to their
coldest settings.

* Freeze containers of water to help
keep food cold longer.

* Gather flashlights and extra batteries.

* Unplug sensitive electronics before
the outage.

* Locate your emergency supplies.

Helpful Tip: Once the power goes out,
limit opening refrigerator and freezer
doors as much as possible. An unopened
refrigerator will generally keep food cold
for about 4 hours before internal tem-
peratures begin to rise. A full, unopened
freezer can generally keep food frozen for
about 48 hours. If you’re unsure whether
food is safe after power has been restored,
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remember: When in doubt, throw it out.

Prepare Your Vehicle

« Fill your fuel tank.

* Charge electric vehicles.

* Keep charging cables available.

* Consider maintaining at least one-
half tank of fuel throughout fire season.

Gather Essential Supplies

Have enough supplies for everyone in
your household, including pets.

Recommended items include:

* Drinking water (Store at least one (1)
gallon of water per person, per day)

* Shelf-stable foods

* Prescription medications

* Pet food and medications

* Manual can opener

* First aid kit

* Battery-powered radio

* Cash for purchases if electronic pay-
ment systems are unavailable

If The Power Goes Out
Stay Safe

» Use flashlights instead of candles
whenever possible.

» Keep refrigerator and freezer doors
closed.

* Conserve battery power on electronic
devices.

* Continue monitoring official updates.

* Check on neighbors who may need
assistance.

Food and Cooking

If your home relies on an electric stove
or oven, plan ahead before the outage be-
gins.

The safest option is to prepare meals
before power is interrupted and keep
foods available that requires little or no
cooking.

Examples include:

* Peanut butter

* Crackers

* Trail mix

* Energy bars

* Canned foods

* Fresh fruit

* Shelf-stable milk

* Ready-to-cat meals

Outdoor Cooking

Public Safety Power Shutoffs typically
occur during periods of strong winds, dry
conditions, and elevated wildfire danger.
Even if certain cooking appliances are
permitted under current fire restrictions,
weather conditions may make outdoor
cooking unsafe.

Before cooking outdoors:

* Follow current Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park fire restrictions.

» Consider whether wind conditions
make outdoor cooking unsafe.

* Never leave cooking equipment un-
attended.

* Keep water or a fire extinguisher
nearby.

Never use propane camp stoves,
charcoal grills, gas grills, or other out-
door cooking appliances inside a home,
garage, camper, tent, or other enclosed
space. These appliances produce carbon
monoxide and can quickly become dead-
ly indoors.

Generator Safety

If using a portable generator:

* Operate it outdoors only.

* Keep it well away from doors, win-
dows, and air intakes.

* Never operate a generator inside a
building or enclosed space.

* Follow all manufacturer safety rec-
ommendations.

» Use only generators that are equipped
with spark arresters

Medical Needs

If someone in your household depends

For A Possible Public Safety Power Shutoff

on electrically powered medical equip-
ment:

* Fully charge backup batteries before
the outage.

* Review your emergency plan.

* Keep medications readily available.

* Seek assistance before backup batter-
ies become depleted.

Call 911 immediately for any medical
emergency.

Community Support

To help residents prepare for a poten-
tial Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS),
Grand Canyon National Park and Arizo-
na Public Service (APS) have established
community support resources, including:

* Bottled water distribution

* Ice distribution

* Cooling and charging stations

Specific locations, operating hours,
distribution schedules, and pickup pro-
cedures have been shared through official
Grand Canyon National Park communi-
cation channels.

Community support resources are sub-
ject to operational conditions, available
staffing, and incident priorities. Services,
locations, and hours may change as con-
ditions evolve.

For the most current information, in-
cluding distribution schedules, alternate
pickup options, cooling and charging sta-
tion locations, and other incident updates,
please refer to the latest Grand Canyon
National Park community emails, Ever-
bridge notifications, the park website, and
other official communication channels.

Stay Informed

For the latest information, monitor of-
ficial updates from:

* Arizona Public Service (APS), visit
Public Safety Power Shutoff | APS

* Grand Canyon National Park, visit
WWWw.nps.gov/grca

. Coconino County Emergency
Management, when applicable

Preparing now is the best way to re-
duce the impacts of a Public Safety Power
Shutoff.

Thank you for helping keep yourself,
your family, and the Grand Canyon com-
munity safe. ll

Tempe 4th Of July Celebration Moved Locations

The 2026 Tempe Fourth of July Cel-
ebration has been moved from Tempe
Town Lake to Tempe Diablo Stadium.

Saturday, July 4, 2026

6-10 p.m.

Tempe Diablo Stadium

2200 W. Alameda Drive

Due to unforeseen circumstances with
the company contracted to produce this
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SERVING THE
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year’s event, the 2026 Tempe Fourth of
July Celebration has been moved from
Tempe Town Lake to Tempe Diablo Sta-
dium.

The event will run 6-10 p.m. with fire-
works around approximately 9 p.m. Tick-
ets will now be just $2.50 each in honor
of America 250. Children 5 and under are
free.

Complete ticket information will be
available on Tuesday, June 30.

Tickets

$2.50 general admission /n honor of
America 250.

Celebrate The Fourth At Tempe Diablo

Tuesday, June 23, Allure Event Com-
pany, this year’s event host, notified the
City of Tempe that they would be unable
to proceed with the production of this
year’s event at Tempe Beach Park.

Given the rich tradition of Tempe’s 4th
of July celebration, City staff and public
safety personnel immediately came to-
gether to evaluate all potential options for

the event, including cancellation. In order
to deliver a safe Independence Day cele-
bration that Tempe residents expect and
deserve, it was quickly determined that
the celebration needed to be relocated to
Tempe Diablo Stadium, a secure venue
with existing infrastructure and vendors.

“While cancellation of the event could
have been the easiest route for the City
to take, we felt it was important to come
together as a community, despite the diffi-
cult challenges we faced in putting togeth-
er an event that normally takes 11 months
of planning,” said Tempe Mayor Corey
Woods. “We look forward to celebrating
America’s 250th birthday with friends,
family and loved ones in a beautiful ven-
ue, and City staff is working around the
clock to produce a fantastic, safe event we
can all be proud of.”

Those who already purchased tickets
for the Tempe Beach Park celebration will
soon receive an email with refund infor-
mation. l
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Be A Part Of These Three Wildlife Events

To Our Partners in
Conservation,

Arizona’s wildlife has a big few
months ahead, and we invite you to be
part of it.

From a statewide day of giving, to
honoring conservation legends, to an un-
forgettable evening of fly fishing films
and outdoor storytelling, these upcom-
ing events offer meaningful ways to cel-
ebrate, support, and invest in Arizona’s
wildlife and wild places.

Three Events. One Mission. Arizona’s
Wildlife.

Whether you choose to give, attend,
sponsor, participate, or simply help
spread the word, your support helps Wild-
life for Tomorrow advance conservation
in partnership with the Arizona Game and
Fish Department and Arizona’s broader
outdoor community.

We hope you’ll join us.

August 20

Arizona is home to more than 820
wildlife species, making it one of the most
biologically diverse states in the nation.

On 8/20, Wildlife for Tomorrow in-
vites Arizonans to celebrate and support
the wildlife, habitats, and outdoor heri-
tage that make our state extraordinary.

As Arizona continues to grow, 820
Day raises awareness and support for
conservation efforts that help ensure these
species and landscapes thrive for genera-
tions to come.

Ways To Get Involved:

* Honor Arizona’s wildlife by giving
$8.20, $82, $820, $8,200, or any amount
meaningful to you. Every contribution
helps support conservation work across
the state.

* Businesses can participate through

sponsorships, customer giving cam-
paigns, employee engagement, or by
helping amplify the message.

» Follow Wildlife for Tomorrow on
social media and use #AZ820Day to help
inspire others to support Arizona’s wild-
life.

August 22

Join Wildlife For Tomorrow At The
Wigwam Resort In Litchfield Park

For The 28th Annual Arizona Outdoor
Hall Of Fame Induction Banquet.

Established in 1998 through a partner-
ship between Wildlife for Tomorrow and
the Arizona Game and Fish Department,
the Arizona Outdoor Hall of Fame is one
of Arizona’s highest honors for individu-
als and organizations whose leadership,
service, and vision have made lasting
contributions to wildlife conservation and
outdoor heritage.

This year we proudly recognize the
2026 Arizona Outdoor Hall of Fame In-
ductees:

TripleWall
Productions

TripleWall Productions specialize in outdoor video
production as well as all your video-production needs.

“We pride ourselves in the quality of our videography
and editing. We are all avid outdoor enthusiasts
with backgreunds in fishing, hunting, mountain and
technical rescue. We understand the outdgors.”

%
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* Leland “Bill” Brake

» Mark Hullinger

* James “Jim” Marquardt - Posthu-
mously

* John Millican

* Southeastern Arizona Bird Observa-
tory

Guests will enjoy a social hour fund-
raiser beginning at 5:00 PM, followed by
dinner and the awards ceremony. The eve-
ning brings together conservation leaders,
agency partners, outdoor enthusiasts,
nonprofit organizations, and supporters
from across Arizona to celebrate those
who have helped shape the future of con-
servation in our state.

Tickets and sponsorship opportunities
are available now.

September 20

Join us for the 20th Annual Fly Fishing
Film Tour at Desert Botanical Garden’s
Dorrance Center in Phoenix.

This unique evening combines outdoor
adventure, world-class fly fishing films,

conservation, and community. Whether
you’re an experienced angler or simply
appreciate Arizona’s wild places, this
event offers an inspiring way to support
wildlife conservation.

In partnership with AZ Fly Shop, the
event also features a Charity Auction
benefiting Wildlife for Tomorrow, with
online and live bidding opportunities
running September 13-20. Net proceeds
will support hatchery improvements and
priority conservation projects throughout
Arizona.

The weekend also includes the Val-
ley of the Sun Carp Rally, a 24-hour fly
fishing challenge taking place September
19-20. Anglers from across the Valley
will compete for prizes while supporting
conservation efforts that benefit Arizona’s
fisheries and wildlife resources.

Together, the Film Tour, Charity Auc-
tion, and Carp Rally create one of Arizo-
na’s most exciting outdoor community
events of the year- connecting anglers,
conservationists, and outdoor enthusiasts
in support of a common cause. l

AZGFD Joins In Celebration Of Pollinator Week

June 22-28 is time to
recognize the wildlife that
keeps Arizona blooming.

PHOENIX — Pollinators are vital to
maintaining ecosystems and supporting
food production, but their role might be
even bigger than you think.

According to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, three-fourths of the world’s
flowering plants and about 35% of the
world’s food crops depend on animal
pollinators to reproduce. The Department
of Agriculture’s website states that some
scientists estimate that one out of every
three bites of food we eat exists because
of pollinators.

Pollinator Week, celebrated June 22-
28 this year, raises awareness about the
importance of pollinators and the threats
they face, such as habitat loss, climatic
variation, and invasive species.

Arizona is home to a diverse range of
pollinators. Our state ranks second in the
U.S. in the number of documented hum-
mingbird species (18), and, according to
Arizona State Parks, has more than 1,300
species of native bees. We also have pol-
linators you might not normally think of:
bats! Arizona has three species of nec-
tar-feeding bats that act as “night shift”
pollinators in a very special way.

“Bats play a crucial pollination role
that differs from their sister pollinators,”
said Angela Mclntire, statewide bat spe-
cialist for the Arizona Game and Fish
Department (AZGFD). “An individual
bat can carry large amounts of pollen —
after visiting a flower, they can literally
be covered in pollen from head to shoul-
ders. Arizona’s nectar bats transfer pol-
len between plants that are more widely
separated because they can fly such long
distances.”

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment maintains a vibrant partnership with
a number of nonprofit groups that directly
support the conservation of pollinators,
including the Hummingbird Conservation
Networks, Bat Conservation Internation-
al, and the Arizona Monarch Collabora-
tive.

“We’ve worked with Game and Fish
for more than 20 years, and together have
made great strides in understanding spe-

POLLINATORS, continued on page 19

Arizona Wildlife Calendar Photo
Contest Is Now Open

Submissions accepted through 5 p.m. on Aug. 14, 2026.Do you want to
see your wildlife photography on the cover of Arizona Wildlife Views’
annual calendar? Then you won’t want to miss the Arizona Game and
Fish Department’s wildlife photo contest — which is celebrating its 20th
anniversary this year!
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Chronic Wasting Disease Not Detected
In Arizona’s Deer, Elk Populations

No cases found in almost
1,500 samples tested.

PHOENIX — The Arizona Game and
Fish Department (AZGFD) announced
that Arizona continues to be free of
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), a fatal
wildlife disease that affects the nervous
system of deer and elk.

CWD has now been detected in 37
states and 5 Canadian provinces, with
Delaware being the most recent state to
become positive in April 2026.

Department officials did not detect
CWD in any of the 1,468 mule deer,
white-tailed deer, or elk tested during the
2025 hunt seasons.

Here’s the breakdown of where sam-
ples came from:—

* 689 samples came from hunters who
harvested and voluntarily submitted ani-
mals.

* 699 samples came from partnerships
with game processors and taxidermists.

+ 80 samples were obtained from an-
imals involved in vehicle collisions or
other fatalities. These samples are con-
sidered high-priority for testing because
CWD often first appears in animals that
are clinically sick or have impaired neu-
rological function, increasing the risk of
vehicle collisions and other incidents.

The department has prioritized sam-
ple collection based on the occurrence
of the disease in neighboring states. A

.l..?.
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total of 756 samples were collected from
high-priority areas.

AZGFD also tested 14 samples from
animals that were harvested outside of Ar-
izona. As a reminder, hunters should only
bring packaged meat, quarters, cleaned
skulls, or finished taxidermy mounts into
the state. It’s also important to disinfect
your equipment after hunts in CWD-posi-
tive areas out of state.

AZGFD has been testing for the pres-
ence of the disease in Arizona since 1998.
While CWD has been found in the neigh-
boring states of Utah, New Mexico, Col-
orado, and California, the disease has not
been detected in Arizona. CWD has not
been documented to cause disease in peo-
ple.

AZGFD appreciates the assistance of
hunters who submit deer and elk for test-
ing, as well as the cooperation of game
processors and taxidermists. Visit this
page for more information about CWD,
including annual reports. ll

GARTERSNAKES RELEASED

AZGFD and the Phoenix Zoo release 100th threatened narrow-headed
gartersnake from breeding program. The releases are a part of long-
term efforts to recover the native snake species. Over 20 federally-
protected snakes have a new, streamside home among the ponderosa
pines of the Mogollon Rim after the Arizona Game and Fish Department
(AZGFD), the Arizona Center for Nature Conservation/Phoenix Zoo and
other partner organizations successfully released a group of zoo-born
narrow-headed gartersnakes into the wild and deployed equipment to
passively monitor the snakes throughout the summer.
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Right here in Northern Arizona,
The Arizona Elk Society is
working to protect what

matters most.

From restoring habitat and
improving water sources to
supporting youth and honoring
our veterans—this work starts
with people like you.

Join us for an evening of
community and conservation

Northern Arizona Peaks Chapter

BANQUET

JULY 11, 2026
Litt;g America Hotel

15 E. Butler Ave
Flagstaff

LA

b

To purchase tickets visit

www.ShopAES.org o= _/".

Questions?

Contact Janet Bowman
623-444-4147 or
JanetB@ArizonaElkSociety.org

¢ To learn more about us:

-ArizonaElkSociety.org
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CHARLES FRASER-SMITH

He Made Miracles Happen

It's amazing how things
sometimes work out
where people find their
niche in life.

Charles Fras-
er-Smith was the
kind of man history
forgets on purpose.

Orphaned as a
child. Raised by rel-
atives who never let
him forget he was
a burden. He tried
school — didn’t fit.
Tried factory work — hated it. Tried mis-
sionary farming in Morocco — that failed
too.By his mid-thirties, he had no career,
no clear future, and a life that looked,
from the outside, like one long list of
wrong turns.

Then World War II broke out. And ev-
ery wrong turn suddenly pointed some-
where.

In 1939, the British Ministry of Sup-
ply hired him as a clerk at a nondescript
London building called Minimax House.
That was his cover. His real job — work-
ing in the shadows of British intelligence
— was something that had never quite
existed before.He was a gadget-maker for
spies, pilots, and prisoners of war.

The requests arrived in coded messag-
es and urgent calls. They were strange,
specific, and non-negotiable.We need
maps that can’t be found in a strip search.
We need compasses that look like buttons.
We need playing cards that reveal escape
routes when soaked in water.

He never asked why.
He just built.

His silk maps were sewn into the lin-
ings of flying jackets — waterproof,
noiseless, completely invisible until a
downed pilot needed them most. His
compass buttons looked identical to any
standard uniform button, right up until
you turned them the correct way and a
tiny navigation compass appeared. His
hollow-handled shaving brushes, his
saw-blade combs, his matchbox cameras
— every device had one non-negotiable
standard: survive a German strip search
without raising a single eyebrow.

Thousands of Allied airmen shot down
over Europe found their way to safety
using tools Charles had built alone, in a
building nobody paid attention to, on a
salary nobody remembered.

Then came the strangest request of the
war.MI6 needed a trunk that could keep a
human body frozen solid for weeks.

He built it. He didn’t ask why

That trunk became the centerpiece of
Operation Mincemeat — one of the most
audacious deceptions in military history.
British intelligence dressed a corpse as a
Royal Marines officer, planted fabricated
invasion documents on the body, and re-
leased it off the coast of Spain. The Ger-
mans retrieved it, believed every word
of the false plans, and repositioned their
forces — away from the real Allied land-
ing in Sicily.

Thousands of soldiers stormed that
beach and lived, because the enemy was
in the wrong place, fooled by fake papers
carried by a dead man in a trunk Charles
Fraser-Smith had quietly built and asked
no questions about.

He went back to work the
next morning.

Somewhere in those same wartime in-
telligence circles, a young naval officer
named Ian Fleming was watching. He
saw the quiet ingenuity. The impossible
gadgets. The man who asked only one
question before building anything:

Will this help
someone survive?

Years later, when Fleming created
James Bond, he gave 007 a quartermas-
ter — a soft-spoken, endlessly inventive
man who supplied agents with tools that
seemed impossible and worked perfectly.

He called him Q

Fleming never publicly confirmed who
inspired the character. And Charles never
claimed credit.

But those who knew, knew

When the war ended, Charles bought a
small dairy farm. He locked his wartime
inventions in boxes. For three decades,
the Official Secrets Act kept him silent
— his neighbors thought he was a retired
clerk, and his own children had no idea
their father had helped change the out-
come of the war.

It wasn’t until the 1970s that he was
finally permitted to speak. He published a
memoir in 1981. It sold quietly.

The world had moved on

Charles Fraser-Smith died in 1992 at
the age of 88.No state funeral. No monu-
ment. No headline.

Just a man who had once hidden maps
in combs, compasses in buttons, and es-
cape routes in playing cards — going
gently, the same way he’d lived: with-
out asking for anything in return.

MIRACLES, continued on page 19

‘I'm Taking My Toys And Leaving’

3

Here’s A Primer For
Those Who Want To
Leave The United States

By Tom Cole, Retired Marine

Commander VFW Post 3513
Special Features Writer

I think we’ve all heard about the many
(?) people who want to leave the ev-
er-so-terrible United States of America
for any other country that they perceive
as being far better in many, many ways.

Let me say that I support your wanting
to depart this country as I don’t think you
understand this nation, nor do you deserve
what we have. But that said, allow me to
be your guide on how to BEST depart the
country correctly.

First: Pick Your Country

There are many nations to choose from
out in the big old world and you should
perform exhaustive research in order to
find the one nation most suitable for you,
your family and your religious and polit-
ical views.

Second: Go To Your Chosen
Nation’s Embassy

You want to start off in a good light
with your new nation so shuttle yourself
off to their embassy and submit paper-
work for full citizenship within your na-
tion of choice. This is very important so
that you can avoid an extended stay in
that nation’s, I’'m sure plush, immigration
camps when you arrive there (see immi-
grants of Norway for examples).

Third: Check With The U.S.
Department Of State

While you are doing the paperwork
to become a citizen of your newly chosen
nation, you should start the paperwork
to rescind/recant/renounce/cancel your
United States citizenship. This would
be for some very important reasons. 1.
Many nations will not allow you to have
dual citizenship and 2. You don’t want to
have to come back to the nasty old United
States once you depart. Here’s how that is
done and what to expect —

To rescind U.S. citizenship, you must
formally renounce it by appearing in per-
son at a U.S. embassy or consulate and
following specific procedures.

Steps to Renounce U.S.
Citizenship

Eligibility: Ensure you hold citizen-
ship in another country to avoid becoming
stateless. You must be at least 18 years old
and of sound mind to renounce your citi-
zenship. (I mentioned this above).

Schedule an Appointment: Contact
the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate to

arrange an in-person appointment. This
meeting is mandatory and cannot be con-
ducted within the United States.

Prepare Necessary Documentation:
Gather the required documents, which
typically include—

A valid U.S. passport

Proof of citizenship in another country
(see I told you)

Completed Form DS-4080 (Declara-
tion of Renunciation of Nationality) and
Form DS-4081 (Oath of Renunciation).

Attend the Interview: During your
appointment, a consular officer will ex-
plain the consequences of renouncing
your citizenship and assess your under-
standing and willingness to proceed. You
will need to sign the oath of renunciation.

Pay the Renunciation Fee: There is a
non-refundable fee of $2,350 for process-
ing the renunciation. (Who knew you’d
have to pay to leave?)

Receive Certificate of Loss of Nation-
ality: If your renunciation is approved,
you will receive a Certificate of Loss of
Nationality (CLN), which officially docu-
ments your loss of U.S. citizenship.

What To Expect After Renouncing
U.S. Citizenship

Loss of Rights: You will no longer
have the rights and privileges associated
with U.S. citizenship, including the right
to vote and access to consular protection
abroad.

Tax Implications: You may be subject
to an expatriation tax on your worldwide
income, and you must ensure that all U.S.
tax obligations are fulfilled before re-
nouncing. (4Again, who knew you’d have
to pay to escape.)

Irrevocability: Once you renounce
your citizenship, the decision is generally
irrevocable, meaning you cannot easily
regain your U.S. citizenship.

After performing all of the above you
can now just hop on that old jetliner, train,
bus, car, bicycle or whatever and depart
the United States for good. Congratula-
tions, you are no longer suffering . . . at
least not here. Come visit when you find
the time, but please don’t come too often.
We don’t really need you back. l

‘When You Have Cancer, You Automatically Think the Worst’

Like so many of the men he served
alongside, Norm Brown enlisted in the
U.S. military to give back and do some-
thing meaningful. But unlike most of
them, he was not an American. Brown,
83, is from Niagara Falls, Ontario, Can-
ada.

“When we got out of high school in
1961, me and my two friends were in-
terested in joining the Marines,” he said.
“Their parents intervened, so they didn’t
end up doing it, but I went over to New
York and enlisted.”

When asked if he was bothered by his
friends backing out or whether he had
reservations about serving and sacrificing
for a country other than his own, Brown
said: “No, the relationship between our
two countries was fantastic. To me, it was
the right thing to do.”

As it turned out, when Brown arrived
at boot camp at Parris Island in South
Carolina, he met two other Canadian re-
cruits. The three built a special bond be-
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fore shipping out to their next destina-
tions.

Brown went on to serve for three years,
including a deployment to Vietnam. Af-
terward, he returned to Canada, where he
married Linda, who is now his wife of 54
years.

Condition Takes A Turn
For The Worse

Decades passed without issue, un-
til 2011, when Brown was diagnosed
with monoclonal gammopathy of un-
determined significance (MGUS), a be-
nign blood disorder that can lead to dif-
ferent cancers.

His doctors suggested the “watch and
wait” approach. Brown completed blood-
work every six months to ensure his con-
dition had not progressed. But in 2019,
it did. A biopsy revealed Brown had a
type of non-Hodgkin lymphoma called
Waldenstrom macroglobulinemia (WM).

Brown underwent chemotherapy and

is managing his cancer today. A couple of
years ago, he remembered reading about
the PACT Act and discovering that WM
was now considered a presumptive con-
dition.

Brown contacted the VA to see if he
could receive compensation, but he strug-
gled to verify his service records.

“I couldn’t get them to prove I had
been in Vietnam,” he said. “I have
the service medals that I could have
earned only there, but it didn’t seem to
matter.”

Eventually, someone suggested
Brown reach out to the VFW for help.

“So,” he explained, “I contacted them.
Fortunate for me, I got a call back from
Norm Machelor. Once he got involved,
everything moved quite smoothly.”

‘m Not Sure | Ever Would
Have Been Able To Do It On
My Oown’

Machelor, a VFW Accredited Ser-

vice Officer, worked with the VA to con-
firm Brown’s service in Vietnam. He
then helped Brown arrange the necessary
doctor’s appointments before completing
his claim.

“It had been quite frustrating trying
to get all the information myself. I’m not
sure I ever would have been able to do
it on my own,” Brown said. “But before
long, I got the letter in the mail saying that
my claim was accepted, and I was going
to get compensation.”

Brown’s service history as a Canadi-
an may be unique, but he knows his ex-
perience with the VA is not. He encour-
ages other veterans to work with a VFW
Accredited Service Officer like Machelor.

“When someone tells you that you
have cancer, obviously, you think the
worst right away. But with the sup-
port I’ve gotten from Norm and the VFW,
I feel good,” he said.

CANCER, continued on page 19

azbw.com ¢ westernoutdoortimes.com ¢ floridaboatingandwatersports.com



PORT VETERANS

So Many Holidays,
But What Are They For?

By Tom Cole, Retired Marine
Commander VFW Post 3513
Special Features Writer

We all look forward to the weekends
in our life. These times are even better
when there’s a holiday attached. Then
it’s usually time to break out the Hawai-
ian shirts, shorts, barbeques and beer and
settle in for a 3-day weekend and a party.
But many people don’t know what some
of these holidays are even for or why we
celebrate them. I thought I would clarify
some of these for those who don’t know.
Let’s start with . . .

Armed Forces Day

Taking place during National Military
Appreciation Month, this holiday is cele-
brated on the 3rd Saturday in May. This
day is celebrating ALL military personnel
in all military branches actively wearing
the uniform of the United States. During
this time we provide special remem-
brance to those deployed or in a hostile
environment.

Memorial Day

This holiday is observed on the last
Monday of May each year. This is a day
of mourning and remembrance for all
military personnel who have died, wheth-
er in combat, training, accidents, all of it.
During this time many service organiza-
tions such as the VFW, DAV and Ameri-
can Legion personnel place United States
flags on the graves of people who served.
Flags Nationally are placed at half-staff to
honor these veterans.

This date is also looked upon as the be-

ginning of summer in the U.S. and once,
as Remembrance Day to honor all loved
ones who have passed.

July 4th

Most people know what this one is, but
just in case someone fell asleep in history
class. ..

This day commemorated the birth of
the United States of America on July 4,
1776. This is the day that the Declaration
of Independence was sent to the king of
England telling him we had had enough
of his malarky and that we were going to
go it alone as a nation of Americans. If
you did fall asleep in history class, you
may want to go back and read the excit-
ing lead up to this and what happened
after. We are still “the great experiment”.

Veterans Day

At 11:00am on November 11, 1918 the
Armistice was signed in a rail car just out-
side Paris, France ending the first world
war and the world breathed a great sigh of
relief. In 1938 this date was made into a
federal holiday. After the Korean conflict
in the early 1950s it was decided that it
should be a day to honor all veterans of all
wars. And so on this day we do just that
and honor all veterans who have served in
all wars throughout our long and illustri-
ous history.

This is also looked upon as the end of
summer in the U.S.

So there you have it. Just a few of the
items you should know for your long
weekends. Have fun out there and raise a
glass to the veterans on their days as they
gave you the freedom you are enjoying. l
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VFW POST 720

* Barry Goldwater was a lifelong member.

* The food is amazing and the outdoor
gathering space is comfortable and

relaxing

e Hall Rental Available (Capacity 300+)

4853 E THOMAS RD, PHOENIX, AZ » (602) 620-6418
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Service Organizations:
What Are They?

By Tom Cole, Retired Marine
Commander Post 3513 VFW
Special Features Writer

Many people know or have heard of
the service organizations that help vet-
erans. Many people have attended their
different clubs for their sponsored steak
nights or seafood dinner nights, music
entertainment, dances, etc. or maybe
have just gone into one of the clubs with
friends for a cocktail. Many people who
have gone to one of these clubs think that
these clubs are just more or less bars for
veterans who siit around and drink and
tell sea stories.

Oh Nay, Nay!!! These
Clubs Are So Much More.

First these wonderful organizations
require that you qualify to even be a
member.

American Legion (Al):

The basic membership for the AL re-
quires that you served at least one day
of active military duty in the U.S. Armed
Forces since December 7, 1941 and cur-
rently hold an Honorable Discharge or
be currently serving honorably in the
armed forces of the United States.

Disabled American
Veterans (Dav):

To join the DAV you must be a vet-
eran or service ember who was not dis-
honorably discharged and you must
have sustained or aggravated an illness
or injury during military service. These

issues/conditions do not need to be offi-
cially verified by the Veterans Adminis-
tration (VA).

Veterans Of Foreign
Wars (VFW):

Membership in the VFW organization
requires that you be a U.S. Citizen or na-
tional, have an honorable service record
and have served overseas in a campaign
recognized as a combat zone by having a
service, expeditionary or combat related
medal attached to it or receiving combat
pay.

It should be noted that these organiza-
tions donate tens-of-thousands of dollars
each year to assist veterans with issues
such as medical, housing, clothing and
food assistance. They further provide
scholarships to high-school-aged stu-
dents in patriotic competitions, assist
both military and civilian food banks,
do drives for troops deployed overseas
to send comfort items and candy, from
home and support local charities while
providing money to many other commu-
nity organizations.

Weren’t In The Service?
There’s still a place for you. Many
of these organizations have an AUXIL-
IARY that supports the membership of
the post. The saying goes that without
a strong AUXILIARY you don’t have a
strong post. Family members of service
members may be eligible to join the
AUXILIARY and be allowed virtually

SERVICE, continued on page 19

NO ONE DOES MORE

WE ARE
VFW POST 3513
AUXILIARY

BECOME AN AUXILIARY MEMBER.
carolnelsonaz@gmail.com

VFW 3513 Auxiliary is proud
to be a part of District 4

District 4 is comprised of 8 VFW Posts
across the Greater Phoenix/Fountain
Hills/Black Canyon cities of Arizona:
720, 1760, 1796, 3513, 3632, 7507,
9400 and 12031.

facebook.com/vfwazdist4
viwazdist4@gmail.com
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VFW Post 3513
We are the largest VFW Post in Scottsdale and the only Scottsdale VFW Post with its
own building for events. We are located one mile south of downtown Scottsdale.
7220 E Wilshire Dr, Scottsdale, AZ - (480) 941-9849
#AuxiliaryPatriotism
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ADOPT

FOSTER  VOLUNTEER  DONATE  SURRENDER

16832 E. Avenue of the Fountains, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
(480) 837-7777 | info@fearlesskittyrescue.org

fearlesskittyrescue.org

B

1985 500sel MB

This great MB had lots of tender loving care and had just come from the
paint shop when the trailer hitch on the very large truck jumped back
and bit her. Actually, Carol had a sneezing fit and drove into the back of
the truck while pulling up to a red light. Couldn’t see a scratch on the
truck, or the trailer hitch, but it did a number on the grill, radiator, etc on
the MB. Life got in the way and | i

have never gotten it fixed.

Maintenance records

are available.

Contact Jim today
(490) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com

9
Business Directory

BOAT TRANSPORT

Hale’s Marine Service

(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A

FIBERGLASS REPAIR

Sun Valley Fiber-Glas, Inc.
480-833-6561

925 South Center

Mesa, AZ, U.S.A

MARINAS

Bartlett Lake Marina

NE of Carefree, AZ U.S.A.
602/316-3378
bartlettlake.com/index.html
info@bartlettlake.com

Pleasant Harbor RV Resort & Marina
Peoria, AZ

(928) 501-5263

(602) 269-0077

pleasantharbor.com

PUBLICATIONS

Arizona Boating & Watersports
480/947-6219

jim@azbw.com

azbw.com
westernoutdoortimes.com

Florida Boating & Watersports
480/947-6219

jim@azbw.com
floriaboatingandwatersports.com

Western Outdoor Times
480/947-6219
jim@azbw.com

azbw.com
westernoutdoortimes.com

Rocky Point Times Newspaper
(52) 6383836325
rptimes@prodigy.net.mx
rockypointcollectibles.com

P.O. Box 887

Lukeville, AZ 85341 U.S.A.

aint
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1987 Chevrolet Cavaller

The car shown is a look
alike. My camera is not
functioning. This
Cavalier was

purchased new and

has been in the same
family up until the death

of the second family member to own

RADIO SHOWS

Don McDowell Outdoors
(623) 221-7655
don@shakerattleandtroll.com
huntingfishing.com

Glendale, AZ

REPAIR

Hale’s Marine Service

(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A.

TRADE ORGANIZATIONS

Arizona Trade Exchange
https://itradepay.com
iTrade Pay
https://itradepay.com

TRAILERS

Kokopelli Trailers
kokopellitrailers.com

WEB SITES

Arizona Boating & Watersports/

Western Outdoor Times

(480) 947-6219

jim@azbw.com

azbw.com
westernoutdoortimes.com

7620 East McKellips Road, Ste 490
Scottsdale, AZ 85257

List your business in
our Business Directory.

westernoutdoortimes.com/directory

her. He was a friend and sold it to my wife for $1 which is what he paid for
it when he bought it from a family member. The car is a faded gray
and John drove it regularly. We have not driven her at all.

for $4,200

Located in Scottsdale

1988 300ce MB

We bought this care a number of years ago and drove it daily.
The car was a beauty while | was driving her. One day it needed a water
pump. Once again life got in the way and it has been sitting for several
years. The water pump has been replace. This
car has a salvage title. | did not realize that
until some time after | bought her.
Maintenance records are
available.

Contact Jim today
(490) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
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Contact Jim today
(490) 947-6219
jiim@azbw.com

1993 Ford Crown Victoria

This car has been in the same family since it came off the show
room floor. It belonged to my wife’s brother. He maintained it to per-
fection up until his death. His son said his father thought his sister, my
wife, might like to have it. We drove it back from Washington. We drove
it for several years. It blew a head gasket and has been sitting for quite

= \a.long time. Maintenance records are

avallable

Contact

: Jim today
490) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
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I Lowving Memory of

May 30, 1942—May 3, 2026

THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD: RITE II

Saturday, June 27, 2026

The Rev

I
The Very Rev. Che cph Sundin, OSBCn

POLLINATORS

Continued from page 14

cies’ migration patterns, breeding habits,
and habitat needs,” said Susan Wething-
ton, executive director of the Humming-
bird Conservation Networks. “Our latest
joint venture is a hummingbird monitor-
ing and banding site we established on the
grounds of AZGFD’s Page Springs fish
hatchery near Cornville.”

REFLECTIONS

Continued from page 1

* Did we mention water? Don’t get
caught without enough to keep you hy-
drated throughout your hike — you need
water for the return trip, too. Bring salty
snacks or electrolyte tablets to help stay
alert, too. Bananas, granola, and peanut
butter are all great options.

Arizona’s high temperatures don’t
mean you have to give up outdoor recre-
ation - just plan ahead, pre-hydrate, and

ELK

Continued from page 1

across Arizona, ensuring wildlife contin-
ue to have access to this critical resource
when natural water sources are limited.

Youth

The future of conservation depends
on the next generation. Through youth
camps, outdoor skills clinics, fishing
events, mentored hunts, and programs
like Wapiti Weekend, Arizona Elk Soci-
ety helps young people develop outdoor
skills, build confidence, and gain a lasting
appreciation for wildlife and conserva-
tion.

Veterans

Through Heroes Rising Outdoors, we
provide wounded veterans with opportu-
nities to participate in hunting, fishing, fly

MUSSELS

Continued from page 5

How To Pay Fees

The aquatic invasive species fee is
paid online through the Utah DWR web-
site. The fee is $20 per watercraft for
Utah residents, and $25 per watercraft for
non-residents. The annual mussel-aware
boater course must be completed before
the aquatic invasive species program ves-
sel enrollment fee can be paid, and then a
current-calendar-year AIS boat decal will
be mailed to you.

“The aquatic invasive species funds
are used to help prevent quagga mussels
from spreading from Lake Powell to oth-
er Utah waterbodies,” Utah Department
of Natural Resources Law Enforcement

azbw.com ¢ westernoutdoortimes.com ¢ floridaboatingandwatersports.com

SERVICE

Continued from page 17

all the benefits of the members. Come
check it out.

Many of these posts have “Open to
the Public” nights where they provide
good dinners at a reasonable prices,
sometimes accompanied by music and
dancing. They also rent out their spac-
es for weddings, memorials, birthdays,
quinceanera’s, and meetings of all kinds.

If you’re looking for a good place to
have a great time while supporting your
community and the veterans therein
these organizations are for you.

Bring in your DD214 discharge pa-
pers and we’ll help you enter one of
these great organizations.

People can support pollinators by
growing native plants, creating habitat,
reducing pesticide use, and participating
in pollinator monitoring programs.

For more information about pollinator
conservation, check out these sites:

* https://www.savehummingbirds.org

* https://www.batcon.org

*  https://www.azmonarchcollabora-
tive.com/

* https://www.azgfd.com/wildlife-con-
servation/ ll

prepare for your adventure. Check out
parks in the northern part of the state for
cooler summer temperatures, pack plenty
(and then a little more) water, and check
with rangers to be sure you’re on the right
path. Visit AZStateParks.com/summer-
heat-safety-tips for more information.

About Arizona State Parks
And Trails

Arizona State Parks and Trails serves
the communities of Arizona through
stewardship, partnerships, and conserva-
tion, and acts as an economic driver for

fishing, and other outdoor experiences.
These programs foster camaraderie, con-
nection, and healing while reconnecting
veterans with the outdoors.

Volunteers: The Heart
Of Our Mission

The Arizona Elk Society’s impact
would not be possible without the hun-
dreds of dedicated volunteers who do-
nate their time each year. These volun-
teers improve wildlife habitat, haul water
to remote wildlife drinkers, rebuild and
repair water catchments, mentor youth,
teach outdoor skills and conservation
principles, and help provide life-chang-
ing outdoor experiences for Arizona’s
wounded veterans. Their commitment
makes a lasting difference for both wild-
life and people across our state.

If you are interested in giving back,
learning new skills, and helping con-
serve Arizona’s outdoor heritage, we
invite you to join our volunteer team.

Aquatic Invasive Species Statewide Op-
erations Lt. Bruce Johnson said. “These
funds help pay for new dip tanks being
installed around the state that more effi-
ciently decontaminate boats and also pay
for staff to help inspect and decontami-
nate boats in areas without dip tanks.”

Due to ongoing severe drought condi-
tions, Lake Powell will have low water
levels this year. Boaters should check the
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
website for updates on launch ramp con-
ditions.

Visit the STD of the Sea website for
a map of inspection and decontamination
stations around Utah.

Negative Impacts
Of Quagga Mussels

* They plug water lines, even lines that

CANCER

Continued from page 16

“With Norm’s great assistance, it all
worked out. I'm very, very fortunate.
If you have any kind of issue like mine,
contact the VFW for help.”

Learn more about the VFW)s National
Veterans Service (NVS) program at VA
Claims & Separation Benefits - VFW

MIRACLES

Continued from page 16

His gadgets are studied in military his-
tory courses today. His inventions sit in
spy museums. And every time a James
Bond film opens with Q handing over
some ingenious, impossible device —
there is an echo of the orphan who failed
at everything, succeeded at the one thing
that mattered and never told a soul.

History remembers the
generals. The politicians. The
names on the monuments.

Charles Fraser-Smith reminds us that
some of the most important work in the
world gets done by people riding the
morning train, carrying a briefcase, blend-
ing into the crowd — quietly building
the tools that bring people home.

RIP Charles Fraser-Smith l

the state. Its mission is to connect people
with the outdoors and history of Arizo-
na to build a lifetime of memories. The
agency manages and protects more than
30 parks and natural areas and oversees
the statewide trails program, the State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), and
the Arizona Family Campout and state-
wide Off-Highway Vehicle programs.
The agency administers more than five
outdoor-related and historic preservation
grant programs and manages statewide
outdoor recreation planning. For more in-
formation, visit AZStateParks.com H

Learn more and sign up at ArizonaElk-
Society.org/Volunteer.

Become A Part
Of The Mission

Every habitat project, wildlife water
improvement, youth camp, and veteran
event is made possible through the sup-
port of our members, volunteers, donors,
and partners.

When you become a member of the
Arizona Elk Society, you’re doing more
than supporting an organization—you
are investing in Arizona’s wildlife, natu-
ral resources, and outdoor heritage. Your
membership helps ensure that future gen-
erations can enjoy healthy wildlife popu-
lations, thriving habitats, and the outdoor
opportunities that make Arizona special.

Join us in making a lasting difference
for wildlife, wild places, and the people
who enjoy them.

Become a member today at Ari-
zonaElkSociety.org. ll

are large in diameter.

* If they get into water delivery sys-
tems, it will cost millions of dollars an-
nually to remove them and keep the pipes
free, which can result in higher utility
bills.

* They remove plankton from the wa-
ter, which hurts fish species.

* Mussels get into your boat’s engine
cooling system. Once they do, they’1l foul
the system and damage the engine.

* When mussels die in large numbers,
they stink and the sharp shells of dead
mussels also cut your feet as you walk
along the beaches.

Negative Impacts Of
Eurasian Watermilfoil

* This invasive plant is detrimental to
aquatic ecosystems because it spreads

REFLECTIONS

Continued from page 1

they have a ghost-haunted room). This
was close to many sites in Massachusetts;
the Wayside Inn (yes, Washinton slept
there), Waldon Pond, the house of Louisa
May Alcott and the house of their neigh-
bor Ralph Waldo Emerson (who used to
go out his back door to avoid a very chatty
Mr. Alcott).

A Sense Of History

I also toured the sites of Salem’s Witch
Trials, the Pirate Museum, the House of
Seven Gables and the Old Graveyard. I
stood on the deck of the Mayflower repli-
ca, saw Plymouth Rock, walked through
the Pilgrim Village & Indian encampment,
strode the Freedom Trail and enjoyed the
rugged grandeur of the USS Constitution.
The route I took to Concord from Boston
was always the same and took me on the
route that Paul Revere rode to warn his
neighbors of the imminent arrival of the
British. It’s hard not to get a sense of his-
tory walking around back there, but there
is a bit more.

A Presence

One evening after dinner at the hotel
in Concord I walked down the street and
happened upon something very special,
“The Old North Bridge”. This is where,
debatably, the first shot of the Revolu-
tionary War was fired, “The Shot Heard
Round the World”. It’s a smallish, un-
prepossessing place, but it touched me to
be there thinking about what had occurred
and giving a thought to what might have
been going through the minds of those pa-
triots when they were placing everything
they had on the line for freedom. I walked
further down the Common and happened
to go to the Green where the colonials
and the British faced each other and ex-
changed vollies of shot. As I stood on the
Green [ felt a presence. As if those long-
ago civilian soldiers were standing there
with me. Years prior I had felt a presence
like that at a place called Gettysburg.

Take A Moment
To Thank Them

Coming back to today with our salubri-
ous celebrations going on I think it might
be a bit fitting of every American to take
a moment out of their day and think about
what those long-ago folks from 250 years
ago were embarking on when they stood
up to the most successful and well trained
army of the most powerful nation in the
world at that time. Maybe thank them for
what they did for us, for the sacrifices
they made and the blood they shed and
just maybe wish them a blessing for all of
the blessings they have provided for us.
It’1l only take a moment, and I promise it
won’t hurt, but it may just help them rest
a little easier in their graves knowing we
care about them and this great, free and
powerful nation they bequeathed to us.

GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA!!' R

quickly and forms thick mats. Its density
blocks out sunlight, and it outcompetes
native plants, negatively impacting fish
and other native aquatic species.

* Transporting even one piece of mil-
foil to another waterbody can start a new
population of the plant in that waterbody.

* Eurasian watermilfoil (also called
milfoil) can clog irrigation pipes.

* It can also tangle around boat propel-
lers and cause damage.

* Removing milfoil from a waterbody
once it’s found there is extremely expen-
sive.

Learn More

Learn more about how to prevent
the spread of quagga mussels and other
aquatic invasive species on the STD of
the Sea website. B
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