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Hook Up
With The
New Year
By Carol L. Allen

With the incredibly difficult year
behind us and 2021 full of hope, an
ideal way to celebrate is to get out the
pole and bait and go fishing! Masks?
No problem. Social distancing? No
problem.
In fact, there is probably no safer
way to enjoy the change of seasons
than to get out outside and cast a line.
There are some beautiful and productive spots in Arizona, including in
the nearby Community Waters, now
stocked with luscious trout.
We wish you tight lines and a very
Happy New Year. n
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AZGFD Offers Top Winter
Fishing Destinations In Arizona
Arizona is home to 128 lakes and five major rivers. With cooler
weather comes some unique opportunities for anglers who are looking to cast a line during the winter months.
“Arizona has some of the best fishing, from the Colorado River
to the White Mountains and everywhere in between,” said Andy
Clark, statewide sportfish program supervisor for the Arizona Game
and Fish Department (AZGFD). “Winter months in our state make
Arizona a whole new destination for anglers.”

Best Locations For Anglers This Winter

Colorado River Below Davis Dam
This portion of the lower Colorado River in Bullhead City of-
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The weather is perfect for hiking.
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AZGFD kicks off
virtual speaker series.

Lower Salt River
The Lower Salt River allows anglers to fish for trout in the desert,
a rare opportunity so close to the Phoenix metro area. The river is
stocked with trout throughout the winter months, offering excellent
shoreline fishing. Anglers have some of the best luck with nightDESTINATIONS, continued on page 17

Community Fishing Program Waters
Receive Rainbow And Albino Trout
AZGFD’s Canyon Creek Hatchery
will provide some trout for the department’s Community Fishing Program
waters this winter. The current drought
conditions have caused reduced spring
water flows at the hatchery, making it
difficult to maintain the quality water
flow needed to support the large number
of fish in its raceways. Utilizing some
of the fish for winter stockings in community waters will
reduce numbers of trout at the
hatchery
and help ensure the
fish there have adequate
water to grow and thrive.

Stockings

The first of these stockings occurred in late November when the
department stocked trout from
the hatchery into all three lakes in
Green Valley Park in Payson. Altogether, about 350 pounds of
rainbow trout and 350 pounds
of albino rainbow trout were

11

fers some of the best rainbow trout fishing in Arizona, as well as a
chance to catch some hearty striped bass. Trout stockings, which resumed in the fall, will continue through March. Anglers have some
of the best luck catching trout on mealworms, nightcrawlers and
PowerBait.

stocked. The rainbows averaged about
11 to 12 inches in length, while many of
the albinos were in the 14-inch range.
“The albino rainbow trout are being
stocked to provide anglers with a rare
opportunity to catch an unusual fish,”
said Geoffrey Rabinovich, statewide
hatchery program manager for AZGFD.
“Albino rainbows are easily spotted by
predators, so they rarely occur in the
wild in Arizona. However, they do grow
well in a hatchery environment and are
fun for anglers to catch.”
Stockings of some fish from Canyon
Creek Hatchery began in Phoenix and
Tucson Community Fishing Program waters in December. Rabinovich said these stockings
will not impact the hatchery’s normal spring and
summer stockings into
state waters, as the money
that is normally spent for outTROUT, continued on page 17

AZGFD’s Chris
Cantrell Appointed
To National Fish
Habitat Board
Chris Cantrell, the Arizona Game and
Fish Department’s aquatic wildlife branch
chief, has been selected as a board member of the National Fish Habitat Partnership (NFHP).
Cantrell’s selection comes after President Donald Trump on Oct. 25 signed into
law America’s Conservation Enhancement Act (ACE Act; S. 3051), a bipartisan
bill that codifies NFHP and creates funding authorizations for it and other crucial
conservation programs.
NFHP is a large-scale, coordinated effort to protect, restore, and enhance fish
habitat and aquatic communities across
the U.S. It is composed of 20 individual
fish habitat partnerships at regional and
local levels, and its work is supported by
many federal, state, and local agencies as
CANTRELL, continued on page 17
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Our New Year Begins With
These American Traditions

The Idea
The idea of Martin Luther King Jr.
Day as a holiday was promoted by labor unions in contract negotiations. After
King’s death, U.S. Representative John
Conyers (a Democrat from Michigan)
and U.S. Senator Edward Brooke (a Republican from Massachusetts) introduced
a bill in Congress to make King’s birthday
a national holiday. The bill first came to a
vote in the U.S. House of Representatives
in 1979. However, it fell five votes short
of the number needed for passage.
Two of the main arguments mentioned
by opponents were that a paid holiday for
federal employees would be too expensive and that a holiday to honor a private
citizen would be contrary to longstanding
tradition (King had never held public office) Only two other figures had national holidays in the U.S. honoring them:
George Washington and Christopher Columbus.
Musician Stevie Wonder
Soon after, the King Center turned to
support from the corporate community
and the general public. The success of this
strategy was cemented when musician
Stevie Wonder released the single “Happy
Birthday” to popularize the campaign in
1980 and hosted the Rally for Peace Press
Conference in 1981. Six million signatures were collected for a petition to Congress to pass the law, termed by a 2006
article in The Nation as “the largest petition in favor of an issue in U.S. history”.
Senators Jesse Helms and John Porter
East (both North Carolina Republicans)
led the opposition to the holiday and
questioned whether King was important
enough to receive such an honor. Helms
criticized King’s opposition to the Vietnam War and accused him of espousing
“action-oriented Marxism”. Helms led a
filibuster against the bill and on October
3, 1983, submitted a 300-page document
to the Senate alleging that King had associations with communists. Democratic
New York Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan declared the document a “packet of
filth”, threw it on the Senate floor and
stomped on it.
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Federal Passage
President Ronald Reagan originally
opposed the holiday, citing cost concerns.
When asked to comment on Helms’ accusations that King was a communist, the
president said “We’ll know in thirty-five
years, won’t we?”, referring to the eventual release of FBI surveillance tapes that
had previously been sealed. But on November 2, 1983, Reagan signed a bill into
law, proposed by Representative Katie
Hall of Indiana, to create a federal holiday
honoring King.
The final vote in the House of Representatives on August 2, 1983 was 338–90
(242–4 in the House Democratic Caucus
and 89–77 in the House Republican Conference) with five members voting present or abstaining, while the final vote in
the Senate on October 19, 1983 was 78–
22 (41–4 in the Senate Democratic Caucus and 37–18 in the Senate Republican
Conference), both veto-proof margins.
The holiday was observed for the first
time on January 20, 1986. It is observed
on the third Monday of January.
The bill also established the Martin
Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday Commission to oversee observance of the holiday,
and Coretta Scott King, King’s wife, was
made a member of this commission for
life by President George H. W. Bush in
May 1989.
State-Level Passage: Arizona
Although the federal holiday honoring King was signed into law in 1983 and
took effect three years later, not every
U.S. state chose to observe the January
holiday at the state level until 1991, when
the New Hampshire legislature created
“Civil Rights Day” and abolished its April
“Fast Day”. In 1999, New Hampshire became the last state to name a holiday after
King, which they first celebrated in January 2000 – the first nation-wide celebration of the day with this name.
In 1986, Arizona Governor Bruce
Babbitt, a Democrat, created a paid state
MLK holiday in Arizona by executive order just before he left office, but in 1987,
his Republican successor Evan Mecham,
citing an attorney general’s opinion that
Babbitt’s order was illegal, reversed Babbitt’s decision days after taking office.
Later that year, Mecham proclaimed the
third Sunday in January to be “Martin
Luther King Jr./Civil Rights Day” in Ari-

zona, albeit as an unpaid holiday.

Debbie Huntsman

Super Bowl XXVII
In 1990, Arizona voters were given
the opportunity to vote on giving state
employees a paid MLK holiday. That
same year, the National Football League
threatened to move Super Bowl XXVII,
which was planned for Arizona in 1993,
if the MLK holiday was voted down. In
the November election, the voters were
offered two King Day options: Proposition 301, which replaced Columbus Day
on the list of paid state holidays, and
Proposition 302, which merged Lincoln’s
and Washington’s birthdays into one paid
holiday to make room for MLK Day. Both
measures failed to pass, with only 49 percent of voters approving Prop 302, the
more popular of the two options; although
some who voted “no” on 302 voted “yes”
on Prop 301.Consequently, the state lost
the chance to host Super Bowl XXVII,
which was subsequently held at the Rose
Bowl in Pasadena, California. In a 1992
referendum, the voters, this time given
only one option for a paid King Day, approved state-level recognition of the holiday.

DJ Proctor

The Last State
On May 2, 2000, South Carolina governor Jim Hodges signed a bill to make
King’s birthday an official state holiday.
South Carolina was the last state to recognize the day as a paid holiday for all state
employees. Before the bill, employees
could choose between celebrating Martin
Luther King Jr. Day or one of three Confederate holidays.
King Day Of Service
The national Martin Luther King Day
of Servicewas started by former Pennsylvania U.S. Senator Harris Wofford
and Atlanta Congressman John Lewis,
who co-authored the King Holiday and
Service Act. The federal legislation challenges Americans to transform the King
Holiday into a day of citizen action volunteer service in honor of King. The
federal legislation was signed into law
by President Bill Clinton on August 23,
1994. Since 1996, Wofford’s former state
office director, Todd Bernstein, has been
directing the annual Greater Philadelphia
TRADITIONS, continued on page 19

Editor’s Note: Please submit announcements for AZBW/WOT’s calendar of events — ”Downstream” — to editor@azbw.com. To
guarantee placement, as room allows, items must be received by the tenth (10th) of the month prior to publication. Every eﬀort is made
to ensure accuracy, but we assume no responsibility for print errors or omissions. We also reserve the right to edit each item. Please
include the name of the event, the date and time, the location, the organization, and contact information. You can also submit your event
individually at westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds.
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mARTIN LUTHeR kING, JR. DAY
January 18
Martin Luther King Jr. Day (sometimes
referred to as MLK Day) is an American
federal holiday marking the birthday of
Martin Luther King Jr. It is observed on
the third Monday of January each year.
King’s birthday is January 15. The holiday is similar to holidays set under the
Uniform Monday Holiday Act. The earliest Monday for this holiday is January 15
and the latest is January 21.
King was the chief spokesperson for
nonviolent activism in the Civil Rights
Movement, which successfully protested
racial discrimination in federal and state
law. The campaign for a federal holiday in
King’s honor began soon after his assassination in 1968. President Ronald Reagan signed the holiday into law in 1983,
and it was first observed three years later.
At first, some states resisted observing
the holiday as such, giving it alternative
names or combining it with other holidays. It was officially observed in all 50
states for the first time in 2000.
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Our waterways are
ready, but are you?
To learn more about boating safely in Arizona visit
www.azgfd.gov/boating or call: 623-236-7258

Wear a life jacket.
Every trip.
Every time.

Under state law, life jackets are required to be worn by children 12
years old and younger, but it’s strongly urged that everyone wear
one while on the water. Life jackets save lives.
Before heading out on the water, it’s important that boaters check
to ensure that their life jackets are in good condition and that they
are the right size and ﬁt for passengers. Look for:
• Any rips or tears
• Missing straps
• Broken fasteners
• Ensure that the ﬂotation hasn’t shifted.
Life jackets should be inspected each boating season due to the
environment’s impact on their materials and replaced if neccessary.

Register Your Watercraft

Make sure your vessel’s registration is current before heading out on
the water! Skip the line and renew your watercraft registration online at

Arizona Game & Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086
602-942-3000 | www.azgfd.gov

www.azgfd.gov/boating
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One Lucky Guy

Don Ashford Wins
A Kokopelli Trailer
Don Ashford is an Arizona fisherman who participates in tournaments
just about every other weekend all over
the state. This means he spends a lot of
time on the road towing his boat under all
kinds of conditions. At one of the tournament series, every fisherman had his
name put in a pot after each tournament,
and at the end of the season, one lucky
guy got his name drawn to win a custombuilt Kokopelli Trailer. That lucky guy
was Don Ashford.

Custom Built

“My 2000 Ranger trailer was wearing
out,” Don says, “so I had been looking
to get a new one anyway. I had already
checked out the Ranger trailers, but they
were pretty pricey.” He took his old trailer
to Kokopelli and they used the measurements off that trailer to build him a custom
boat trailer that is far superior to the one
he had, in his opinion. Plus, it only took
eleven days from the time he dropped off
his old trailer until he picked up his new
one. He says COVID slowed the time
to get the axles delivered or it may have
even been faster.

Jim & Carol Allen and
VFW 3513 Auxiliary
would like to thank

A & A Materials
for all of their help with
our Post in 2019.

The New Trailer

Don absolutely loves his new Kokopelli Trailer. “It’s very light, very smooth
running, and much easier to maneuver
than my old trailer,” he says. His new
trailer is all aluminum so it won’t rust,
and has great springs and electric brakes.
He left his with the aluminum finish, but
Kokopelli also has a powder coating system if you want the trailer a different color. “I’d say this new trailer actually rides

30 percent smoother than my old one,”
Don says. The trailer has dual axles and a
new sealed bearing system on the custom
wheels so they only need maintenance
once a year. It also has great LED lights.

Great To Work With

What’s really impressive about his
trailer is that it is custom-built for his
boat, but it’s also adjustable. He says you
can adjust the bunks if you want it sitting a bit deeper or whatever, and if you
want to, you can bring it in to them and
Kokopelli will cut them off for you once
you get them fine-tuned. The bunks can
be moved in and out or up and down, so
he can actually keep this trailer if he gets
a new boat.
“The guys at Kokopelli are super good
to work with,” he say, “they explain ev-

erything and answer all your questions,
and they’re just great guys.” In fact, he is
so impressed by the folks at Kokopelli and
the trailer they built for him that he’s been
sharing his experience with his fishing
buddies. “I’ve had at least six guys talk to
me about it,” he says. “My little brother is
getting one for his tractor, and two other
guys want new boat trailers.” He couldn’t
be happier with his new trailer.

Tips For Alamo

Don Ashford’s Tips for Alamo: He recently fished a tournament at Alamo and
they caught 75 percent of their fish on
topwater and Senkos. The topwater bite
is especially good in the morning. In the
afternoon they had good luck on jerkbaits,
because the shad are running pretty well
right now. n

A Boost of Confidence.
Free with every cleaning.

James Jenista, DDS

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
10715 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd., Suite 102, Scottsdale

Make an Appt: 480-860-6000
scottsdale-dentistry.com
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In Tempe

Enjoy Boating Close To Home
Boat Rentals of America at Tempe
Town Lake and Boat Rentals at Kiwanis
Park are open for business. They are taking extra precautions during COVID-19
and sanitizing each boat and bike upon its
return.
The Tempe Town Lake boat rental location is located on the south side of the
lake, near the Mill Avenue bridges. They
rent kayaks, pedal boats, electric boats,
kayaks, stand-up paddleboards and surrey
bikes.  
The Kiwanis Lake boat rental location
is located in South Tempe at Kiwanis Park
off of Baseline Rd and Ash Ave. They
rent kayaks, pedal boats and surrey bikes.

Check their websites for current hours
of operation:
Tempe Town Lake location
(855) 690-0794  
Kiwanis Park location
(855) 690-0794
Boating permits for Tempe Town Lake
are now available online Visit the City
of Tempe website to purchase your permit and enjoy Tempe Town Lake on your
own personal kayak, stand-up paddleboard, sailboat or canoe. Make sure to
read all boating regulations before purchasing your permit. n

Recent U.S. Coast Guard Survey Offers
Significant Data On Recreational Boating
BDOutdoors.com

ALERT! — BoatUS is advising
boaters to be alert when renewing
U.S. Coast Guard documentation.

Official-Looking
Renewal Notices
Can Lead To
Confusion,
Higher Costs
BoatUS advises boaters
to be vigilant when
renewing USCG vessel
documentation.
Boat Owners Association of The United States (BoatUS) is advising boaters
with vessels that have a U.S. Coast Guard
Certificate of Documentation to be wary
of any letter arriving by U.S. mail offering renewal.
BoatUS advises that while the Coast
Guard does send official annual renewal
notices by U.S. mail, other notices being
received by members are not from the
Coast Guard but rather third-party companies whose name or return addresses
may appear similar to that of the official
U.S. Coast Guard National Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC).
BoatUS members have complained
that these letters direct them to websites
that may be mistaken for the actual Coast
Guard NVDC located in Falling Waters,
West Virginia, and appear to show a significant increase in the annual fee to renew Coast Guard documentation.
In 2017 the Coast Guard issued a bulletin that says in part:
“The NVDC is aware that there are
commercial entities that offer to manage
the certification/renewal process on behalf of vessel owners for a fee. The Coast
Guard does not endorse any of these companies, and the companies do not operate on behalf of the Coast Guard in any
way. Any fees charged or agreements offered by such companies are in no way
associated with the NVDC certification
process. In addition, these companies are
not authorized to issue any form of documentation, including travel letters and/or
permits that authorize operation of ANY
vessel. Customer complaints can be made
through the Federal Trade Commission’s
(FTC) website at https://www.ftc.gov/.”
While third-party companies may leRENEWALS, continued on page 7

National Boating Safety
Survey shapes local,
national safety policy.

An all-encompassing report on recreational boating activity in the U.S. is
giving the U.S. Coast Guard, policymakers and the boating community the ability to shape smart boating safety policy
into the future. Issued last week by the
Coast Guard, The National Recreational
Boating Safety Survey (NRBSS) looks
at boating participation demographics,
trends, boat use, at-risk boating populations, boating safety and more.
The survey data, captured in 2018, includes all types of on-water activity from
canoes, kayaks, rafts and rowboats to sailboats, skulls, airboats, motorized boats
and personal watercraft.
“While a number of factors have made
recreational boating safer over the years,
such as stronger laws, regulations, boating safety education, better enforcement,
and improved manufacturing standards,
it all relies on having the best data possible,” said BoatUS Manager of Government Affairs David Kennedy. “This information is going to help guide and develop
policies that matter to boaters.”

Some Notable Findings

Ownership: It is estimated that approximately 25.2 million boats were owned
by 14.5 million households in 2018. Evidence suggests that joint/shared ownership is an increasingly popular way to
secure access to boats. While the vast majority (94.5% or 23.83 million) of boats
in the country were owned exclusively by
someone residing in the household, nearly
1.4 million boats were in some manner of
joint/shared ownership.
Registered/Nonregistered Boats: There
were 11.82 million boats registered in the
50 states and the District of Columbia
in 2018. Almost 13.4 million boats were
owned in 2018 in the United States that
were not required to be registered by the
state where they were kept and operated.
Open powerboats continue to be owned
by more households than any other types
of boat, while approximately 4.24 million
households owned one or more kayaks
and about 2.14 million households were
owners of canoes.
The survey summary notes: “The proportion of all boats that are unregistered
is creating a number of financial and
management issues and difficulties for
boating safety and law enforcement agencies as well as agencies that provide and
manage boat access and infrastructure facilities. Foremost, owners of unregistered
boats do not pay registration fees, and
because most are human-powered boats,
they do not purchase fuel for these boats
and therefore do not pay fuel taxes, which
support the development and mainte-
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US Coast Guard

SURVEY FOR SAFETY — A new U.S.
Coast Guard study will help develop
future boating-safety policy.

nance of boating access and infrastructure
as well as boating safety education and
enforcement.” A number of states are currently considering expanding registration
requirements to include various types and
sizes of human-powered craft.
Boat Use: Boats that were operated in
2018 were taken out on the water a total
of 471.8 million days. Across all owned
boats, the average number of days a
vessel is used is 19 days — 29 days for
motorized boats and 12 days for humanpowered boats. Outings, meaning different occasions that boats were operated
out on the water, lasted an average of 3.8
hours. On average, boats that went out on
the water in 2018 had 2.3 persons aboard.
Operator Use: A total of 10.2 billion
person hours of boating took place in
2018, with person hours aboard motorized boats representing 84.1% (8.6 billion) of the total. Over 1.3 billion hours
were spent boating on human-powered
boats. Five states − Florida, Michigan,
Texas, South Carolina, and New York −
represented about 31% of all person boat
hours that year. The state of Florida represented about 10.7% (1.089 billion hours)
of all person hours nationwide, followed
by Michigan (603.7 million) and Texas
(522.3 million).
Regional Boat Use: Contrary to what
has sometimes been assumed, boats in
southern states are not, in general, operated more days, on average, than boats in
northern states. In fact, motorized boats in
the Midwest (56 days) and Northeast (55
days) census regions were operated more
days, on average, than in the South (52
days) and West (52 days) census regions.
About 647,000 boats in coastal and Great
Lakes states were operated at least once

more than 3 miles from shore in 2018.
Safety: About one-third (33.7% or
220,000) of all boats and 32.8% of motorized boats that operated over 3 nautical miles from shore were equipped with
EPIRBs while 83.2% of the motorized
boats that were operated at least once
were equipped with an emergency engine
cutoff switch. Just 13.9% had VHF-DSC
radios. About two-thirds (65.6%) of the
persons that operated a boat in 2018 had
not taken a boating safety course.
Trailered Boats: About 6 million boats
that were operated in 2018 were either
trailered or transported (i.e., on top of a
car, in a truck) at least once for the purpose of launching them on the water, representing almost two-thirds (65.3%) of
the boats that were operated during 2018.
Boats were trailered/transported for the
purpose of launching them 167.3 million
times in 2018.
Boater Socioeconomics: In 2018, an
estimated 84.54 million recreational boaters of different ages, races, and ethnicities in the United States participated in
boating, or 26.5% of the U.S. population.
Boat-owning households were predominately all-white households. All Black/
African American households represented
less than 1% of boat-owning households.
The survey summary notes, “This may be
a significant factor in limiting participation of more minority persons in boating
given that the NRBSS Participation Survey found that not knowing anyone who
owns a boat was a significant reason why
more persons did not boat in 2018.” Other
and mixed-race households constituted
16.3% of all boat-owning households.
Survey findings showed that the greatest percentage of boating participants
do not, as is sometimes assumed, have
high household incomes. Almost a quarter (23.1%) of boat-owning households
in 2018 had household incomes of less
than $50,000, and 41.8% earned less than
$75,000. Households with household incomes between $75,000 and $149,999
represents 37.5% of boat-owning households.
Fatalities/Accidents: The risk of boating fatalities is six per 100 million person
hours for all types of boats nationwide
and five per 100 million person hours for
motorized boating. This low rate is attributable to practicing safer boating behaviors due to boater education, regulations
and inspections as well as safer boats and
safe-boating technologies. However, the
risk for fatalities nationwide was twice as
high on human-powered boats: 13 per 100
million person hours.
The survey was funded by two grants
from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund. It was completed by the
nonprofit research institute RTI International and the Department of Community
Sustainability at Michigan State University. n
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Maritime Museum Of San Diego Provides Lessons For Educators
From Susan Sirota
Vice President
Maritime Museum of San Diego

Check out our latest announcement and
launch of this timely online video and lesson plan resource for teachers and parents
looking for engaging, educational and
entertaining activities for youth distance
learning.
https://sdmaritime.org/latest-news/
videos-and-virtual-lesson-plans-for-educators/
EXPLORE (Experiential Learning
Online Resources for Educators) studies
focus on the story of Cabrillo and his galleon San Salvador which took place during the Age of European exploration. Visit
here to uncover this new resource and library of tools:
https://sdmaritime.org/education/explore/
Looking for a break from your streaming video routine? Carve time out for
these new productions the Maritime Museum of San Diego created and partnered
on for audiences near and far

Voyages Of San Salvador –
Cabrillo’s Journey

National Park Services film, Voyages
of the San Salvador – Cabrillo’s Journey
follows the 1542 expedition led by Juan
Rodriguez Cabrillo on a journey to find a
route to China to trade for valuable spices.
This expedition marked the first European
landing on what is now the west coast of
the United States.
Filmed on the Maritime Museum of
San Diego’s replica of San Salvador, and
with the use of interviews, the movie allows viewers to experience what life was
like during the Age of Exploration. While
Cabrillo’s expedition never found a route
to China, Cabrillo and San Salvador play a
significant role in California history.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6
0WokGfVQo&feature=youtu.be

History Of Oceanic
Exploration

Humanity has always moved through
our world with curiosity and fascination.
We always want to know what’s over the
horizon and why the world works the

ries. One is the voyage of Juan Rodriguez
Cabrillo – a Portuguese conquistador sailing for the Spanish – who was looking
for China but instead “discovered” Alta
California and the Channel Islands. And
that was 89 years before the Pilgrims got
to Plymouth Rock, meaning that America
really started here.
His story is intercut with the San Diego
Maritime Museum’s ambitious, years in
the making, and ultimately successful effort to build a replica of Cabrillo’s flagship
San Salvador.
https://vimeo.com/190766721/b2fe8ce0f0

ruff tuff cream putt

Cabrillo’s San
Salvador

way it does. We believe that science is a
process, a collection of methods that humans have developed to better understand
the natural world and navigate our way
through it. That is never more evident than
in the story of how we explored the seas.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUZ9pVE7PU&feature=youtu.be

Galleon San Salvador

A Partnership In History, Cabrillo National Monument & Maritime Museum
San Diego.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xhXq
XS8tZ4
Please enjoy and share with your
friends, family members and others who
have interest in history in general and
maritime history in particular. n

First Contact –
The Voyage Of Cabrillo

This tale is actually two parallel sto-
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Gas Station Pump Labels Are Supposed To Warn Boaters
Survey reveals the
warning to avoid putting
the wrong fuel in the
tank is failing.
With the boat in tow, you head to the
gas station to fill her up. At the pump you
find a fuel prohibited for use in boats, E15
gas, being sold alongside approved E10
fuel. What’s to prevent you from misfueling? A little warning label about the size
of a pack of gum that’s often hard to notice, difficult to understand, and too often
fails to protect consumers, said boat owners and other non-road-engine users in a
recent National Marine Manufacturers
Association survey on the effectiveness of
current E15 warning labels.
The ethanol warning label survey is being used to help persuade EPA regulators,
currently reviewing E15 labels, to offer
a more effective warning. Survey tak-

The Current E15 Warning Label

ers were shown the existing orange E15
warning label and a red prototype label
with pictographs. Respondents were more
than four times as likely to say that the
prototype label more clearly conveys the
idea of a “warning” for consumers than
the current label.
What made the difference? The proto-

The prototype E15 warning label
that recent survey respondents said
provided a more effective warning
to consumers.

type’s red color and visual reinforcement
was cited as more effective than the real
label. Where the label is located on the
pump can also be improved: 70 percent of
respondents noted that inconsistent placement of the E15 label on fuel dispensing

pumps made it harder to locate and less
effective.
“EPA has some work to do in regard
to educating consumers at the pump with
more effective ethanol fuel labeling that
better communicates the hazards of E15
for boat engines and other small motors,”
said BoatUS Manager of Government Affairs David Kennedy. E15 is prohibited by
federal law for use in recreational boat engines, off-road vehicles and small engines.
In addition to supporting improvements to the ethanol content warning label
type, size and location on the pump, Boat
Owners Association of The United States
(BoatUS) supports public education efforts, evaluating the adoption of different
fuel pump nozzle sizes, ceasing misleading marketing of ethanol fuels such as
“Regular 88” fuel (containing 15 percent
ethanol), evaluating the use of physical
barriers and keypad systems, and offering
a dedicated pump for E0 (0 percent ethanol) fuel. n

Speakers Designed For Skiers, Tubers, Wakesurfers
Water skiing, wakesurfing, wakeboarding and tubing are more fun and
exhilarating when music is added. But
too many speakers don’t take distance
and water reflection into consideration.
The JBL by Harman Tower X Marine
Speaker System from Prospec Electronics is different. Designed for watersports, it delivers audiophile-level fidelity at the full volume range and an LED
light show that adds to the excitement.
Fully marinized, the Tower X Marine
Speaker System has a unique angled face
design that points the music towards the
skier or surfer, not the back of the boat.
This keeps the sound from reflecting off
the water and becoming distorted. Looking somewhat like a jet engine, the sleek
black enclosure matches any boat décor.
The Tower X Marine Speaker System features a long-throw polypropylene

woofer cone with a rubber surround. This
is coupled to a 1” horn-loaded titanium
compression tweeter. The combination
delivers deep, rich basses and smooth,
clean highs—even to skiers 70’ away.
Whether the sun has set or is still overhead, the JBL by Harman Tower X Marine Speaker System’s LED light display
system is sure to impress. Multi-colored,
it comes with seven standard hues to cre-

ate an impressive visual display across
the spectrum.
The Tower X Marine Speaker System
comes with a pair of rugged 360-degree
rotating brackets that fit 1.75” through
3” bar diameters. The innovative design
allows for wiring to be passed through
the bracket into the speaker for a clean,
custom-installed appearance.
JBL by Harman’s Tower X Marine
Speaker System is available in two
sizes. The 8” MT8HLB model boasts
150Wrms, 450W peak power with a frequency response of 40Hz–20kHz. With
4 ohms impedance, sensitivity is 92dB at
2.83V. The 6.5” MT6HLB version fea-

tures 100Wrms, 300W peak power and
a frequency response of 50Hz–20kHz.
Sensitivity is rated at 90dB at 2.83V with
4 ohms impedance.
Available from Prospec Electronics,
the 8” MT8HLB JBL by Harman Tower
X Marine Speaker System costs $999.95
per pair. The 6” MT6HLB model is
$799.95 per pair.
Contact local dealers or Prospec
Electronics, 3325 S Morgans Point
Rd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466. www.
prospecelectronics.com; www.facebook.
com/ProspecAudio;
www.instagram.
com/prospecelectronics; YouTube: bit.
ly/2wQmJWz. n

VALUABLE
It only takes one foggy, disorienting day on the water to make a boat
owner understand the value of a compass. The SuperSport Venture SSPR2 from Ritchie Navigation is the ideal new or replacement magnetic
compass for boats from 16’ to 35’ in length. It comes with the unique
Compensation Module that allows for dash or bulkhead installation
locations that are near equipment that might otherwise affect deviation.
Contact local dealers or sales@ritchienavigation.com.

RENEWALS

Continued from page 5
gitimately provide services to assist with
vessel documentation renewals, the Coast
Guard’s own renewal process is simple
for most vessels and the price, $26 annually, is often much lower than what thirdparty services may charge. To renew, go
to the Coast Guard National Documentation Center website at https://www.uscg.
mil/nvdc and click on “instructions and
forms,” then “Certificate of Documentation Application for Renewal.” BoatUS

notes that the Coast Guard NVDC now
also offers renewal options up to five
years for recreational vessels only.
To be documented, a vessel must measure at least five net tons and, with the exception of certain oil-spill response vessels, owned by a U.S. citizen. Boats about
27 feet in length or longer generally meet
the weight requirement.
BoatUS also advises boaters who may
have received mail that they believe is
misleading or deceptive to contact the
U.S. Postal Inspection Service at 877876-2455 or through its website https://
postalinspectors.uspis.gov. n
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How To Practice When You Can’t Find Ammo
By John Anderson

The year 2021 is starting out with ammunition shortages that are probably going to continue well into the year, according to the NRA. Even guys who reload
their own ammo are having a hard time,
because primers are in short supply too.
If you have a bit of ammo, you might be
loathe to shoot it up until you can replace
it, and I get that – I feel the same way. But
just because you don’t want to “waste”
your ammo doesn’t mean you can’t practice and keep your shooting skills sharp.

Shotgun Practice

Even shotgun shells can be hard to find
right now, and that’s a bummer, because
Margie and I really enjoy upland hunting and sporting clays. Also, shooting is a
perishable skill, and if we don’t practice,
it really shows in the field. We bought
some videos from Gil and Vicki Ash of
OSP (Optimum Shotgun Performance)
Shooting School in Texas. I don’t know
if it’s available any more, but I checked
on Amazon and you can get the book still.
Anyway, one of the things from that video
that really helped both of us was a drill
they taught on mounting and moving the
shotgun.

fensive Pistol Course at Shooters World
was five ways to use a flashlight while
shooting. My favorite was to hold the
flashlight in your weak hand, using that
wrist to stabilize your shooting hand.
Look at the photos to see what I mean. We
practice this from low ready about three
times a week for several minutes. We
have a blue gun and a Laserlyte system
(www.laserlyte.com) that lets you interact
with a target so you know if you’re hitting it. The laser goes in the blue gun, and
pulling the trigger shoots a laser toward
the target. Instant feedback. It’s awesome.
Another way to practice with this setup
is to use it to fire from behind cover, or
have your partner move around with the
target while you shoot. It’s even better
than a shooting range for things like that.

CCW Practice

I don’t know about you, but I am constantly amazed at how many different
kinds of holster there are for concealed
carry. There are offbody holsters such as
purses, fanny packs, messenger bags, and
backpacks, plus an almost endless array
of holsters and clothing designed to keep
your weapon close. Inside the waistband,
outside the waistband, pocket holsters,
tees and tanks with holsters, belly bands,

The right shotgun mount is basic to hitting your target. It’s something you
can practice at home.

21-Foot Rule

In case you don’t know the 21 Foot
Rule, here it is: An attacker with a knife
who is 21 feet away from you can get to
you and stab you before you can get your
gun out to defend yourself. And that’s
with your already having him on your radar. We watched a film in our class where
they challenged this rule. They put two
guys in the room. One had a rubber knife
and one had a blue gun concealed inside
the waistband.
The guy with the gun knew the knife
guy was going to attack him and he
was watching and waiting. They circled

Laserlyte System: They have many
more options.

around the room eyeing each other and
suddenly the knife guy made his move.
The gun guy never had a chance. If it had
been real, he’d be dead or wounded. Even
worse, the knife guy would now have a
gun. Seriously, you need to practice. And
you need to stay aware all the time.
We even practice shooting in the back yard with a BB gun and a plywood
target.

Mounting Your Shotgun

Mounting your shotgun is critical because if it isn’t lined up with your eye
correctly, you’re probably not going to hit
the target. John Greenwell of Confident
Shotgunning taught us to bring the gun
forward, then in to the shoulder and get
it against your cheek. Your eye should be
looking straight down the top of the barrel. Gil and Vickie’s drill requires just a
ceiling and a flashlight small enough to fit
in the bore of your shotgun.

Don’t Slack Off

ankle holsters, even corsets and garter
holsters for the ladies.
No matter how many you choose to use
(and if you’re like us you’ve got a drawer
full of different holsters), you need to be
sure that the holster is actually functional.
In other works, if you need it, can you get
your gun out and on target FAST?

Laserlyte target — shot placement
lights up for instant feedback.

Another great little knowledge nugget
we learned in the Defensive Pistol Course
was that most CCW encounters last less
than six seconds. Here’s what our instructor told us: When you’re practicing
your draw, remember that slow is smooth
and smooth is fast. Practice until you get
smooth and you’ll be fast. But practice is
essential. Don’t let an ammo shortage be
an excuse to slack off. Practice every day,
even if it’s just for a few minutes. n

Maglite Flashlights

We shoot 20 ga, so we use little Maglite
flashlights. We wrapped the flashlights
with painters tape to keep them from
scratching the barrel. Here’s the drill:
look at the line where the ceiling meets
the wall the entire time you are doing the
drill. Don’t look at the gun. Shoulder the
shotgun and make the light track along
the ceiling line. Don’t worry if you start
out poorly. I sure did. But if you do this
consistently, it will make a huge difference in your shotgun shooting. No shells
required.
If you want to practice this shotgun
technique with a trigger pull, get some
snap caps so you can pull the trigger
without damaging the gun. And of course
check the gun twice to make absolutely
certain that it isn’t loaded.

Home Defense Pistol Drills

One of the things we learned in a De-

USAF

Blue Gun: Glock Training Pistols

Blue Gun

This is something you really need to
practice. Get yourself a blue gun that is
identical to your carry pistol. If you don’t
have a blue gun, then make absolutely
certain your gun is unloaded. Drop the
magazine, check the chamber, then check
the chamber again. Put the blue gun in
the holster and see how fast you can get
it out and on target. The goal here is to
draw from concealment and get it on target with a good trigger press in 1-1/2 seconds. If you’ve ever taken a CCW or Defensive Pistol course, you probably know
the 21-Foot Rule.
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AZ Lakes, AZ Pros: Lake Mead/Matsubu

Split-Shot Rigs Are
Hard To Beat
By Margie Anderson

Lake Mead can be incredibly tough in winter.

Ben Matsubu once took sixth place
in a WON Bass Tri-State Championship
on Mead with a split-shot rig. He said he
watched another guy fish a bank and catch
nothing, then Ben went behind him with
a split-shot rig and caught eleven fish off
that same bank. A split-shot rig is hard to
beat when fish are cold and sluggish, and
won’t move far or take a big bait.

kahle hooks practically set themselves, so
you don’t have to be brutal with them.
Matsubu uses a variety of baits when
he split-shots: small plastics such as
4-inch worms, grubs, craws, etc. His favorite colors, he says, are the more natural ones: white, bluegill, clear with glitter,
smoke, and sometimes a little chartreuse
for shad colors. For crawdad colors he
uses dark greens and pumpkins.

Set Themselves

Ben says he likes to use the Gamakatsu kahle hook and a small swivel on his
rig. Pinching a split shot on your line can
damage and weaken it, and the last thing
you want, especially in a tournament, is
for your line to break when you finally
hook the big one. He casts the rig out and
fishes it slowly, dragging the bait a little,
then reeling up the slack. If it feels heavier the next time he drags it, he sweeps
back and reels to set the hook. Those little

In Winter

In winter, Ben searches channels and
steeper drop-offs for bass. Often, he says,
they will hang around the edge of a flat,
especially one with a good steep drop-off.
That way they can move onto the flat once
the sun has warmed the water up a bit. He
uses light weights so the lures fall slowly,
keeping them in the strike zone as long

Ben Matsubu

as possible. When I was at Lake Pleasant
with him one January, the fish were holding 35 feet deep in a channel, and Ben had
to stay there for quite a while, slowly pulling a split-shot rig through them before he
started catching them.
Matsubu also uses Carolina rigs in
winter, and he has tried a lot of different
baits on them. He’s been known to use
soft jerkbaits, lizards, worms, and grubs
on his Carolina rigs. Sometimes if the fish
are there (he can see them on his graph)
and won’t bite one lure, he can get them
going by switching lures. He tries different colors, too. The important thing, Ben
says, is not to give up. The fish will eventually eat. You just have to be patient and
figure it out. Once they decide to wake
MATSUBU, continued on page 11

U.S. House Passes Descending Device Bill To Conserve Gulf Reef Fish

Geeklikepi

Red Snapper From The Gulf Of
Mexico.

Recently the U.S. House of Representatives passed without objection H.R.
5126, the Direct Enhancement of Snapper
Conservation and the Economy through
Novel Devices Act of 2020 (DESCEND
Act). The bill requires recreational (including charter boats) and commercial
fishermen to have on board a venting tool
or descending device that is rigged and
ready for use while fishing for reef fish in
Gulf of Mexico federal waters.
The recreational fishing and boating

community strongly supports the DESCEND Act, led by Congressmen Garret
Graves (R-La.), Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
and Steve Palazzo (R-Miss.), to combat
wanton waste of Gulf of Mexico reef fish.

Countless Fish Die

Red snapper and other reef fish are often returned to the water for a variety of
reasons (e.g., being caught out of season,
under the size limit, or over the bag limit).
Due to the rapid change in pressure from

Get Fit for the Outdoors
Get fit with KJ Boots, they’re fun for the whole family.

PROVEN TO:

WANTED

• Diminish Body Fat
• Improve Muscle Tone
• Provide Cardiovascular Activity to your heart
• Stimulate your lymphatic system, increasing your metabolism
• 80% reduced impact to your feet, knees, hips & lower back

Excellent for joggers, runners
& marathon trainers wanting
to eliminate unnecessary
stress to joints!

Travel Trailers

www.AllinOneFitness.net
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! CALL 480-946-7511
In partnership with www.SaveYourJointsAmerica.com

Do you have a used
travel trailer for sale?
We have people calling
who are looking to buy
one.
List it for sale in our
FREE classifieds.

WESTERN
OUTDOOR
TIMES
westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds

4202 E Elwood St., Suite 12, Phoenix AZ 85040
(602) 314 6061 • www.R3EWaste.com
After Hours & Emergency Contact (602) 317 3981

Don’t throw
e-waste away.
Bring it to us!
Electronics Recycling

Computer Recycling

Flat Screen TV Recycling

Pickup Service

We recycle ALL used Electronics - Call (602) 314 6061 to schedule a pickup
10 | January 2021

being brought to the surface from depth
many of these fish experience barotrauma
– a condition where a buildup of gas pressure in their bodies makes it difficult or
impossible to swim back down. Consequently, countless fish die at the surface
or fall victim to opportunistic predators.
This is an economic and conservation
travesty. Unfortunately, a bureaucratic
roadblock related to an important oil spill
recovery-funded project has prevented
regulation from moving forward at the
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council that would address this problem.

Chance At Survival

“Giving reef fish a better chance at
survival by properly using a descending
device or venting tool to return them to
the deep is a simple, inexpensive step for
fishermen to take that will pay dividends
for conservation and our economy,” said
Jeff Angers, president of the Center for
Sportfishing Policy. “It is beyond time for
Congress to step in, as hundreds of thousands of Gulf red snapper die each year
due to barotrauma. We hope the Senate
will act quickly to send the DESCEND
Act to President Trump’s desk for signature.”
There are 2.6 million saltwater anglers
who fish the Gulf of Mexico every year
and contribute $13.5 billion to the economy while supporting 138,817 jobs. These
anglers and the businesses they support
understand the value of healthy marine resources and are committed to doing their
part in conservation.

A Good Conservation Policy

“Not only is the DESCEND Act good
conservation policy and responsible use
of our natural resources, but it will help
expand access for anglers in the future,”
said Kellie Ralston, southeastern fisheries
policy director for the American Sportfishing Association. “Thank you to Reps.
Garret Graves, Jared Huffman, and Steve
Palazzo for championing this effort in the
House.”
“Descending devices are an important
catch-and-release tool that recreational
anglers, as the original conservationists,
widely embrace,” said Patrick Murray,
president of Coastal Conservation Association. “We applaud this important
legislative action and the potential it has
to more efficiently conserve recreational
fisheries going forward.”
RED SNAPPER, continued on page 11
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Concealed Carry Case Goes To Supreme Court
leTTer From The nra

The National Rifle Association’s Institute for Legislative Action (NRA-ILA)
has partnered with the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association (NYSRPA) to
ask the Supreme Court to hear a challenge
to New York’s restrictive process for issuing concealed carry licenses.
“As long as New York continues denying law-abiding gun owners their Second
Amendment rights, the NRA will continue fighting to protect and expand those
rights,” said Jason Ouimet, executive director of NRA-ILA.
The case, NYSRPA v. Corlett, challenges New York’s requirement for ap-

plicants to demonstrate “proper cause”
to carry a firearm. While New York routinely employs this arbitrary standard to
deny carry permits, the NRA argues that
this right should be available to “all ‘the
people’” instead of a “subset of the people
that can distinguish themselves from their
fellow Americans” by showing proper
cause.
The NRA is the leader in America’s
right-to-carry movement having pioneered the effort on legislative and legal
fronts since the 1980s. Today, due to its
efforts, more than 40 states have what
the NRA describes as “shall-issue” laws
where states are required to give residents who apply and satisfy prerequisites

their requested permits. The NRA is also
the national leader in the “constitutional
carry” movement where law-abiding residents in 16 states do not require a permit
to carry a firearm.
This is the second lawsuit the NRA and
NYSRPA have brought to the High Court
in as many years. The move is just the latest in NRA’s decades-long fight to protect
and expand Americans’ right to carry.
“Eventually, these anti-freedom activists will understand that our Second
Amendment right to keep and bear arms
is fundamental, and it doesn’t vanish
when we leave our homes. Until then, we
will continue these battles wherever they
arise,” concluded Ouimet. n

For Women — Concealed Carrie
makes quality purses, totes, hobo
bags, etc., for CCW clients.

Baked Fresh Rainbow Trout
From all reCiPeS.Com

GALLEY PROOF

Very easy and tasty recipe for fresh
rainbow trout that my family loves. It takes
very little time and is much lighter than
ocean fish. I use whole fish you can buy
already gutted from the supermarket, with
heads and tails still on. Make sure you pick
trout that are really, really fresh. I find the
dish doesn’t even need lemon slices but
you can use them if you like.
The key is to remember to add the wa-

RED SNAPPER

Continued from page 10

Helps Economy

“Support for the DESCEND Act is
a no-brainer, because the tools it would
require provide one of the best ways to
ensure the survival of reef fish that are
caught and released, helping keep stocks
healthy and improving fish conservation,”
said Chris Macaluso, director of marine
fisheries for the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership. “We applaud Congressmen Garrett Graves, Steven Palazzo,
Jared Huffman and their colleagues in the
House for moving this bill forward to
improve fisheries management, resource
conservation, and the outdoor recreation
economy.”
“Healthy and sustainable fisheries are
essential to the recreational boating and
fishing community and expanding the use
of descending devices will have an immediate impact in service of this goal,” said
Nicole Vasilaros, senior vice president of
government and legal affairs for the Na-

MATSUBU

Continued from page 10
up and go shallow, you can get them with
spinnerbaits, crankbaits, or jerkbaits up
on the flats. An especially killer method
for these feeding fish is to swim a jig.
A shad-colored skirt and twin-tail is a
good bet for a swimming jig. You can use
any size jighead you want – just cast it out
and fish it like a crankbait. Keep the jig
going just fast enough to knock against
the bottom every few feet. For some reason, swimming a jig will usually get you
much bigger fish than a crankbait will.
The fish really slam it hard when they
hit, and you have to set the hook with a

ter to the dish as instructed in directions,
which keeps fish from drying out. Serve
with rice and veggies. Light and delicious.
Be careful of bones! Make sure to add hot
water to the dish; cold water can crack the
baking dish.
Prep Time : 10 Minutes
Cook Time: 20 Minutes
Total: 30 Minutes
Servings: 6

Ingredients:

•
2 whole rainbow trout, gutted and
cleaned, heads and tails still on
• ¼ teaspoon dried dill weed
• ¼ teaspoon dried thyme
• salt and freshly ground black pepper

tional Marine Manufacturers Association.
“On behalf of the thousands of businesses
and jobs our industry supports, I thank
Congressmen Jared Huffman and Garret
Graves for pushing this critical conservation measure across the finish line in the
House and look forward to swift action by
the Senate.”

For Future Generations

“By decreasing the number of fish that
die after release, we can increase population abundance and provide additional
access to our reef fish fisheries in the Gulf
of Mexico,” said Chris Horton, fisheries policy director for the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Foundation. “A descending
device requirement is the right thing to do
at the right time as we see more and more
people taking up recreational fishing and
enjoying their abundant reef fish fisheries that belong to us all. We want to make
sure we take care of this resource today
and for future generations.”
A coalition of leading recreational
fishing and boating and marine conservation organizations sent a letter to Speaker
vengeance. Keep the rod positioned for a
hookset all the time you are reeling.

to taste
• ½ large onion, sliced
• 2 thin slices lemon (Optional)
• 2 tablespoons hot water

Directions:

• Step 1
Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). Grease a 9x13-inch baking dish
with about 1 teaspoon olive oil.
• Step 2
Place trout in the prepared baking dish
and coat with remaining olive oil. Season
the inside and outside of fish with dill,
thyme, and salt. Stuff each fish with onion

of the House Nancy Pelosi and Republican Leader of the House Kevin McCarthy urging passage of the DESCEND Act
on September 29. The coalition includes
American Sportfishing Association, Angler Action Foundation, BoatU.S., Center for Sportfishing Policy, Coastal Conservation Association, Congressional
Sportsmen’s Foundation, Guy Harvey
Ocean Foundation, International Game
Fish Association, Marine Retailers Association of the Americas, National Marine
Manufacturers Association, Theodore
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership and
Wild Oceans.
American Sportfishing Association
The American Sportfishing Association (ASA) is the sportfishing industry’s
trade association committed to representing the interests of the sportfishing and
boating industries as well as the entire
sportfishing community. We give the in-

slices; grind pepper over the top. Place 1
lemon slice on each fish.
• Step 3
Bake in the preheated oven for 10 minutes; add hot water to dish. Continue baking until fish flake easily with a fork, about
10 minutes more.
For video visit https://www.allrecipes.
com/recipe/236814/baked-fresh-rainbowtrout/. n

dustry and anglers a unified voice when
emerging laws and policies could significantly affect sportfishing business or
sportfishing itself. ASA invests in longterm ventures to ensure the industry will
remain strong and prosperous, as well as
safeguard and promote the enduring economic, conservation and social values of
sportfishing in America. ASA also gives
America’s 49 million anglers a voice in
policy decisions that affect their ability
to sustainably fish on our nation’s waterways through Keep America Fishing,
our national angler advocacy campaign.
America’s anglers generate nearly $50
billion in retail sales with a $125 billion
impact on the nation’s economy creating
employment for 800,000 people.
Note: At press time, the bill had been
received in the Senate, read twice, and
referred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation, n
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A Structure Fisherman

“If I can find good structure fish I’d
just as soon stick to that,” Ben says. “If
you can find a school of three-pounders
boiling, by all means go for that – there’s
nothing wrong with getting 15 pounds in
the boat in two hours.” But Ben classifies
himself as more of a structure fisherman.
As he says, “the fish are more dependable
and you don’t have all the competition.”
Ben Matsubu now lives in Texas, but
anyone who has followed bass fishing in
Arizona for a while knows his name. The
man is a stick. n
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PORT RV/LAND CRUISING
HAPPY NeW YeAR!

Start 2021

Outdoors

By marGie anderSon

The year 2020 saw a lot of people
venturing into the outdoors for the first
time. According to the National Shooting
Sports Foundation, this past year 6.2 million new shooters took up the sport. There
was also a spike in camping and other
outdoor activities. Some people were

afraid to gather together inside, but outside is a different matter. If you are one of
the newbies, I hope you continue to enjoy
the outdoors this year and for many years
to come.

Many Good Reasons

There are a lot of good reasons to enjoy
the outdoors. For one thing, being outside
is good for your mental health. In Japan,
they call it ShinrinYoku – forest therapy.
Being outdoors surrounded by nature lifts
your spirits. Here’s another great reason –
your family: How do you want your kids
to remember you?
When they grow up, will the mention
of your name conjure up a vision of the
two of you camping under the stars, hiking through the woods, landing a big bass,
or grinning with a trophy buck, or will
they remember you constantly at the office or stretched out on the couch keeping
the television company?

and yes, it’s the same two granddaughters in the White mountains when
they were very young. They were already seasoned hikers by then and
demanded their own daypacks.

I grew up with my dad teaching me all
those things, and we were best buddies.
Hunters and fishermen are the original
conservationists because we are the ones
who love the wild the most. How can you
expect your children to save the planet if
they haven’t learned to love it?

Get Out There, Even Nearby

This year, resolve to take a kid fishing, hunting, hiking, or camping. If you
don’t have kids of your own, borrow your
nieces and nephews. Forget the usual
excuses – if you are lacking in the gear
department or can’t afford to get out of
town you can still spend the afternoon at
your local urban lake. They are regularly
stocked with trout and you can get a rod
and reel combo and a jar of Power Bait for
about twenty bucks. That’s all you need
to get started.
Just recently the Game and Fish Department peppered the Urban Lakes with
some lunker trout as incentive. Pack a
lunch and get out there before they’re
gone.

our granddaughter Trinity enjoys
bass fishing so much that on her
tenth birthday, that’s what she
asked for a bass fishing trip to
roosevelt. By that age, she could
already read the depth finder, run
the trolling, and fish at the same
time!

Hiking And
Hunting With Kids
here’s my dad teaching the third
generation how to shoot. This is my
son david and Katie the Brittany.

Teaching Kids

Teaching a kid to camp, hike, hunt, or
fish does more than just get them out for
some exercise. Knowing how to handle
a gun, build a campfire and catch a fish
gives kids a feeling of self confidence
and an appreciation of the fragility of life.
Being with your kids outdoors teaching
them or even learning along with them
will build a camaraderie that is impossible
to achieve any other way. I know, because

Hiking requires even less gear – find a
trail near you and get some comfortable
shoes and a water bottle. Granted, camping takes some gear, but you can improvise or borrow stuff from other people.
Shop resale stores and check your local
buy sell and trade listings. Estate sales
and yard sales are good too.
If you’re not sure how to get into hunting, start with a Hunter Education Course
at the Arizona Game and Fish Department. At www.azgfd.comyou can find
listings of all the free classes and seminars they put on every year, too. There
are lots of Juniors-only hunts so your kids
can get a chance at a deer or some doves
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and more store
www. maps4u. com
After 35+ years at the same location,
our Phoenix Main Store has moved EAST.
The NEW Store is at
2133 EAST Indian School Rd, Phoenix, 85016.
Same phone number 602-279-2323.
You can also visit one of our
Mini-Store locations:

here are those same granddaughters on a trail at lyman lake
years ago. you see such fun things
when you hike!

without competition from the more experienced hunters. Just check the regulations. If your kids are under 14 they don’t
even need a license as long as they’re
with a licensed hunter or fisherman.

Bringing People Close

Something about fishing and hunting together makes people close. You’ll
open up by the campfire and talk to your
hunting buddy about things you probably
wouldn’t tell anyone else. If you want to
be close to your kids, take them outdoors.
If you want to learn more about camping, survival, fishing, hunting – or anything else to do with the outdoors, there
are many places you can go online for
great videos, articles, and help. Learning
OUTDOORS, continued on page 13

BLOCK FENCE
SPECIALISTS
Toro Construction
602-789-6929
Since 1971

• QUALITY WORK
• ECONOMY PRICES
• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• LICNSED (ROC# 57163) - BONDED
• FREE ESTIMATES
• GATE SPECIALISTS

EAST VALLEY 480-348-8917
2155 E University Dr, Tempe, AZ 85281
Inside LowerGear Outdoors

NORTH PHOENIX 602-795-4868
17232 N Cave Creek Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85032
Inside Lookout Mountain Outdoors

Still on Indian School Road - Now on the eastside between
SR51 and 24th Street on the south side of the street.
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Also located inside Changing Hands Bookstores
and now in Lake Havasu City at Southwest Kayak Center

SERVING THE
ENTIRE VALLEY
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Petrified Forest
National Park Is Open

Partnerships with concessions operations and not-for-profit cooperating associations have long been an essential
way for national parks to enhance their
ability to better serve visitors. Petrified
Forest National Park treasures its partners, Ortega National Parks and Petrified
Forest Museum Association. Their shops
offer educational materials, keepsakes
and gifts for all ages that help maintain a
connection to the unique resources found
in the park.
The Painted Desert Oasis and the
Rainbow Forest Lodge carry jewelry,
pottery and other traditional wares made
by local tribes as well as polished petrified wood (sourced from outside the
park), Route 66 themed items, T-shirts
and other apparel that shows off the
beauty of the area.
“Shopping at the park stores is a great
way to support local artisans_ and_ your
national park” says Ortega National
Parks store manager Margaret Kanoy.

Between 11 am and 2 pm and guests can
also purchase one of their famous Navajo
tacos from the Painted Desert Diner.
Petrified Forest Museum Association’s
bookstores operate out of the park’s two
visitor centers, the Painted Desert Visitor
Center and the Rainbow Forest Museum. These shops provide a wide variety
of natural and cultural themed products
such as books about the area, puzzles,
games, toys and one-of-a-kind shirts and
hats. Online shopping is also available at
www.petrifiedforestbookstore.com
The Painted Desert Oasis and Panted
Desert Visitor center are open daily 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., located just off Interstate
40 exit 311. The Rainbow Forest Lodge,
which closes at 4 p.m., and the Rainbow
Forest Museum are located at the southern end of the park 2 miles north of Highway 180.
Both are open daily. The park and
shops will be closed on Christmas day. n

My dad and I backpacking in the Tetons. My son David took the photo — he
was along for this trip too.

OUTDOORS

Continued from page 12
things together with your kids is a blast,
and if you study up, then show them how
in real life, you’re going to be a superstar.
Learn how to start a fire without matches, set a snare, make a stove out of tin
cans, find the North Star, read a map – any
of those things are valuable to know and
important to pass on to your kids. Get a
copy of the Boy Scouts of America Handbook – there is a ton of information in that
book, and you can take it with you outdoors. There’s also a fantastic little book
by Richard Skrein called 50 Things to do
in the Wild that has a ton of great survival
and outdoor tips with illustrations. You
and your kids will have a blast! n

Kumar Appaiah

Petrified Log

These are my granddaughters on a
hike we took in Deem Hills, which is
actually in town. You don’t have to
go far to enjoy the outdoors. We’ve
been taking these girls hiking since
they were toddlers, and they both
continue to hike and camp now that
they are college age and beyond.

NOW ACCEPTING

DONATIONS
YOUR GENEROSITY BENEFITS
• Local Veterans and
Service Organizations
• Pet Rescue Organizations

* Donations are tax deductible.
* Donations can only be accepted in Arizona at this time.

Send your vehicle information along with pictures to jim@azbw.com.

BOATS | CARS | GOLF CARTS | MOTOR CYCLES | MOTORHOMES | TRAVEL TRAILERS
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Any Driver Can Learn To Tow A Trailer
driving experience. Just like your vehicle, your trailer tires need to be at the
manufacturer-specified pressure for safe,
fuel-efficient driving and towing. Check
the tire pressure regularly.

By Anthony St. Clair

Safe Driving
Towing a trailer can feel daunting and
intimidating. But with preparation, practice, and a few tips though, anyone can
safely tow a trailer — and with just about
any vehicle.

How Much Weight?

Check your car’s owner manual to
see how much weight you can tow. You
don’t have to have a big truck to tow a
trailer. Crossovers, SUVs, sedans, and
hatchbacks can all take a trailer hitch. The
key is the towing capacity — which even
for small vehicles can be more than 1,000
pounds.
To find out if you can tow a trailer,
first check your vehicle’s owner manual
and the sticker on the inside frame of
your driver-side door for some crucial
numbers, including the unloaded vehicle
weight, gross vehicle weight, gross vehicle weight rating, and gross combination
weight rating. Staying under these numbers is essential for safe operation and
braking.

How’s The Hitch?

Make sure your hitch is up to the job.
A standard rear receiver hitch does the job
for many vehicles (and can even charge
batteries while you drive). Based on your
vehicle, the numbers above, and what
you plan to haul, your hitch installer can
determine the right receiver and trailer
hitch, from a Class 1 (up to 2,000 pounds)
to a Class 5 (up to 12,000 pounds).

The Hook-Up

Properly attach the trailer with safety
chains, lights, and a license plate. It can
feel intimidating to hook up a trailer for

the first time, but all you need is a little
practice.
1. Put the ball mount in the receiver
tube and secure the locking pin.
2. Position the vehicle’s ball mount under the trailer coupler, then put the vehicle
in park and set the parking brake.
3. Lower the trailer coupler onto the
edge, or chin, of the ball mount and observe to make sure the ball slides completely inside the coupler.
4. Secure the trailer’s locking pin or
latch.
5. Stow the trailer handle and tongue
wheel.
6. Criss-cross the safety chains to the
holes on the vehicle. The chains should be
off the ground.
7. Plug in the trailer’s electrical connector.
8. Have a spotter check the trailer’s
turn signals and brake lights. (If traveling
solo, turn on the hazard lights, then check
that the trailer is flashing.)

Packing The Trailer

Pack your trailer with the heavier
cargo low and in front to prevent swaying. To keep the trailer more stable on
the road, place at least 60 percent of the
weight in the front of the trailer (closer to
your vehicle) and low to the floor. If you
place more weight in the back, the trailer
will sway.

Check Tire Pressure

Check tire pressure to ensure the best

As You Drive

Practice driving and braking. Especially when getting used to hauling, practice
driving with your trailer.
• If your vehicle has a tow or haul
mode, engage it before you drive.
• Pull in and out of your driveway.
• Drive around the block.
• Practice normal and emergency braking.
• Use a parking lot (such as a school) to
practice backing in.

When Underway

Plan your route carefully to avoid
dense traffic and other obstacles. Hauling
a trailer may require you to use different
routes than driving without one, such as
avoiding steep grades or staying away
from twisty or busy roads. Plan your route
for the smoothest driving possible.Drive
slower than usual on the highway and stay
in the right lane. You’ll drive slower than
normal.
Allow extra time.
• Use cruise control and keep a steady
speed.
• Stay in the right lane.
• Keep more distance between your
vehicle and others. When you’re towing a
trailer, both braking and accelerating will
take longer than usual, so maintain extra
following distance.
• Take wide turns. Even a short trailer
can double your total vehicle length, and
some trailers may be wider than your vehicle. Take wider turns so you’re less like-

ly to bump a curb or sideswipe a mailbox.
• Downshift when driving downhill
to reduce braking. Instead of riding your
brakes downhill, downshift. The resulting
engine braking maintains a safer speed, so
you can reserve your brakes for when you
need them.
• Get help when parking and stick to
remote spots in parking lots.
When you’re starting out, parking and
backing up a trailer can seem terrifying.
You’ll get the hang of it though. Follow
these tips to stay safe.
• Evaluate the area to make sure you
can safely maneuver.
• Add trailer mirrors to your side-view
mirrors.
• Find points of reference on your vehicle and trailer (such as fenders or corners), as well as where you are parking.
• Have a spotter direct you with hand
signals.
• Shorter trailers respond quickly: Use
smaller steering adjustments.
• When backing up the trailer, grip the
bottom of the steering wheel. Then you
can steer right to turn the trailer right and
steer left to turn the trailer left.

Inspect The Trailer
At Every Stop

Anytime you make a stop is a great
time to check your load. Inspect your
trailer, tires, tongue, cargo, tie-downs, etc.
Any driver can learn to safely tow a trailer.
No matter your vehicle and trailer setup,
with practice and patience you can learn to
safely hook up, haul, and park your trailer
for wherever the road takes you.

More Information

Shelter General Insurance Company, 1817 W. Broadway, Columbia, MO
65218; sean.farrell@ghergich.com n

With Shurhold, It’s
Easy To Capture
Incredible Shots

Contact Mike Wallace at (480) 228-7733 or triplewallproductions@gmail.com
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The Internet is full of incredible photos and
videos taken with action cameras. With the
Shurhold Camera Adapter, it’s easy to mount
a GoPro or Garmin VIRB to any of their 11
handles and capture breathtaking overhead
shots or even underwater footage. And unlike
a common selfie stick, it won’t snap off when
that once-in-a-lifetime moment happens.
Made from a durable polymer with corrosion-resistant hardware, the Camera Adapter is
built for an outdoor environment. Handheld or
propped against an RV, it offers an unmatched
aerial view of the action to seize a video that’s
destined to become a cherished keepsake—or
go viral. It’s perfect for checking the rooftop and
under the frame. When dipped into the water from a
dock, it opens up a whole new aquatic world. A video is at bit.
ly/Camera-Adapter.
The Camera Adapter is part of Shurhold’s One-HandleDoes-It-All System. Offering fixed and telescoping handles
up to 9’ in length, the adapter installs with the fast and
easy SHUR-LOK quick release. This makes it simple to
swap with any of the company’s tools and accessories. The
Shurhold Camera Adapter costs $11.48.
Shurhold is dedicated to educating owners on RV value
preservation. Inventor of the One Handle Does It All system, Shurhold manufactures specialty care items and accessories to clean, polish and detail.
Contact local dealers or Shurhold, 3119 SW 42nd Ave.,
Palm City, FL 34990. 800-962-6241; Fax: 772-286-9620.
www.shurhold.com/rv. n
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Stroll Or Cruise Through The Magical Zoo Lights
Cruise Zoolights

For the first time in the history of
the Phoenix Zoo, experience millions
of twinkling lights and dazzling animal
sculptures from the comfort of your own
vehicle. Start your Cruise ZooLights adventure waving hello to Jengo and Tortuga at the Doornbos Discovery Amphitheater. Then cruise the newly added Outer
Tropics Trail and enjoy the festive scenes
of Polar Paradise in the Forest of Uco.
Then experience the Africa Trail and see
the all NEW Wildlife Lantern Safari, featuring 66 animals — polar bears, mammoths, koalas, kangaroos and more!
Due to amazing support and popularity, Cruise ZooLights (drive-thru) is
opening up additional tickets on sold-out
nights with a later entry time of 9 – 9:30
p.m. Additional tickets are limited and
must be pre-purchased online. At press
time, the remaining dates are January 3,
4, 9, 10, 15, 16, 21, 22, 27 and 28, 5:30 –
10:30 p.m.
Rules Of The Road
Tickets (including kettle corn, hot cocoa, glow items and photo options) must
be pre-purchased online. There will be a
limit of 500 tickets sold per Cruise night.
• Dogs or other pets are not allowed
inside your vehicle or the Zoo.
• Once a limit is reached on a particular night, interested guests must select another night.
• Tickets can be used anytime beginning at 5:30 p.m., but the last vehicle must
be in line at 9:30 p.m.
• Vehicle size must be no larger than
a full-size long bed truck. Max vehicle
specs are: 266″ L x 81″ W x 74″ H.
• All Cruise ZooLights tickets are subject to availability and date specific.
• Cruise ZooLights tickets are nonreplaceable and non-refundable.
• For guest safety, all tailgates, van/car
doors and hatchbacks must remain closed
at all times.
• Riding in the back of a pickup truck
is not permitted.
• Remain in your vehicle during the
entire tour.
• Please turn your headlights off and
turn on your parking lights.
• Pull your side-view mirrors in toward
your vehicle.
• Follow the guided route. The speed

Phoenix Zoo

limit is a tortoise-like 4 mph.
• Do not shine bright lights into animal
habitats and please note that items such
as laser pointers and flashlights are not allowed.
• Loud noises are not permitted, including honking, music and yelling.
• The Zoo is a smoke-free facility, including electronic cigarettes.
• Keep everything in your car and
when you leave Zoo grounds, properly
dispose of your waste in a trashcan or recycle container.
• Face coverings will be required for
anyone in the vehicle who is interacting
with a Zoo staff upon entry and throughout your cruise.
• Tickets including food, beverage,
souvenir gifts and photo options must be
pre-purchased online.
• Restrooms are only available in the
main parking lot. Be sure to go before you
start your cruise.
• Headlights will need to be turned
off during your cruise. Please familiarize
yourself with your vehicle’s light operations prior to your arrival.

Phoenix with Kids

main lake, choreographed to the epic music of Trans-Siberian Orchestra.
Explore the newly added Outer Tropics Trail and enjoy the festive scenes of
Polar Paradise in the Forest of Uco. Then
walk the Africa Trail and see the all NEW
Wildlife Lantern Safari, featuring 66 animals — polar bears, mammoths, koalas,
kangaroos and more!
Please Note
• Walk-Thru ZooLights tickets are not
valid for any night of Cruise ZooLights.
• Walk-Thru ZooLights tickets are
non-replaceable and non-refundable.
Check the ZooLights calendar for WalkThru dates.
• Walk-Thru ZooLights is closed on
Cruise nights.See calendar for Walk-

Thru dates: https://www.phoenixzoo.
org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/WalkZooLights-Calendar.pdf
• Times: 5:30-10:30 p.m., last entry at
9:30 p.m.
• For more information and to purchase tickets, visit
www.phoenixzoo.org/visit/#hoursdirections n

travelwithscott

• Tune into 1680 AM radio station to
play the ZooLights soundtrack in your
car.
• Your barcoded ticket(s) will be required for entry. If you did not receive
your barcoded ticket(s), please contact
TeamCallCenter@phoenixzoo.org prior
to your visit.
• Peak arrival times tend to be 6:30 –
8:30 p.m. with potential wait times of 30+
minutes to get inside the Zoo. Please plan
your arrival time accordingly.

Kiokom Touchscreen
Kiosks are a Virtual
Concierge and Provide
Info and Discounts on
the SPOT!!

Walk-Thru Zoolights
Mountain Park Ranch Real Estate

phoenix magazine

Experience millions of twinkling
lights, dazzling animal sculptures and
the Music-in-Motion Light Show on our

Tutoring, Editing, Writing
As a college English teacher, editor, and writer of both
fiction and non-fiction for many years, I am available
online (or by U.S. mail) for tutoring, editing, proofreading,
copyediting, and writing. I have skills in academic
research at both high school and college levels and can
also assist those working toward their GEDs, those who
need help with resumes, and with both advertising and
proposals.

$25/hour
(4 hour minimum)
Carol Allen
editor@azbw.com

At Cabrillo Inn & Suites/Airpot in San Diego,
we want you to enjoy your stay with us.
Our many amenities and extras ensure that you
are comfortable and fully accommodated.

Call today for reservations!

619.223.5544

NEAR SHELTER ISLAND AND POINT LOMA
www.CabrilloInnSD.com

1150 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, CA 92106
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• Drives Tourism Around the State
• Generates revenue for your business
• Provides your guests with up-to-date
information about your property
• Displays your message 24/7
• Allows you to measure your results daily
• Reaches the community and targets your
demographics
• Allows you to update your message via a
username & password
• Has unique "text me" feature to send your
information to a cell phone with
Hyperlinks for: Business Address, Phone
Number and Website!
• Uses QR Codes to direct visitors to your
website (QR = Quick Response)

KioKom, LLC: P.O. Box 715, Scottsdale, Arizona 85252
(480) 389-4669 • donna@kiokom.com • www.kiokom.com
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AZGFD To Kick Off Virtual Speaker Wildlife Series

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) is getting ready to roll out
a new and exciting way to keep people
connected with the state’s diverse wildlife.
In addition to partnering with the
Southwest Wildlife Conservation Center
and Boyce Thompson Arboretum on a
virtual speaker wildlife series during the
pandemic, the department’s Watchable
Wildlife Program will be adding mostly
critter-based lectures twice each month
beginning Jan. 7.
The 90-minute lectures will be hosted
by AZGFD biologists Jeff Meyers and
Cheyenne Dubiach. Visit https://www.
register-ed.com/programs/arizona/186world-of-wonder to register. A link to the
event will be provided. The cost for each
lecture (which includes a question-andanswer session) is $10.

Coming Up

Peregrine Falcons — 6:30-8 p.m.
Jan. 7. Description: Peregrine falcons
make cheetahs look slow. These raptors

Peregrine falcons will highlight the
Watchable Wildlife Program’s first
virtual experience.

not only are the fastest vertebrate on the
planet, they are incredible predators in
their own right. Listed as an endangered
species only a few decades ago, peregrine

falcons have made an incredible recovery
and were removed from the endangered
list. Learn about these amazing birds and
why Arizona was one of the first states to
support robust populations.
Bats of Arizona — 6:30-8 p.m. Jan.
28. Description: Bats are misunderstood
creatures. These flying mammals are an
incredible species that fill a special niche.
Learn about the different species that inhabit Arizona, their natural history and
what is so great about these animals.
California Condors — 6:30-8 p.m. Feb.
18. Description: California condors are
the largest flying birds in North America,
with wingspans that measure up to almost
10 feet wide. Learn about these fascinating, elusive giants, the causes of population decline, and the efforts to bring them
back from the brink of extinction.
American Black Bears — 6:30-8 p.m.
Feb. 25. Description: Take a dive into the
natural history and modern biology of
an iconic species, Ursus americanus, the
black bear. These animals are opportunistic feeders, and they have complex and

Arizona Game And Fish Commission Approves
Notice Of Final Rulemaking For Live Wildlife
The Arizona Game and Fish Commission, through its authority to regulate the
take, handling, and possession of wildlife, approved the Notice of Final Rulemaking regarding rules for possessing
live wildlife at a public meeting Dec. 4.
This important update to the Commission’s rules will help to protect Arizona’s
native wildlife and enhance public safety.

This body of regulations is critical
to the protection of Arizona’s diverse
native wildlife species from population
level threats, such as the release of nonnative species or the possible spread of
disease. Once introduced, wildlife can
cause incredible damage to habitat such
as that brought to the Florida Everglades
by the Burmese python.
Included in this body of regulations

Mountain Lion

WE ARE
VFW POST 3513
AUXILIARY

BECOME AN AUXILIARY MEMBER.
Contact Dorothy Callaway
dmcallaway@cox.net

VFW Post 3513
We are the largest VFW Post in Scottsdale and the only Scottsdale VFW Post with its
own building for events. We are located one mile south of downtown Scottsdale.
7220 E Wilshire Dr, Scottsdale, AZ · (480) 941-9849
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are important items such as —
• Licensing of zoos and wildlife rehabilitation facilities;
• Licensing of individuals or businesses stocking fish;
• Licensing of environmental consulting companies and universities capturing
wildlife for research purposes; and
• Restrictions for possession and
breeding of dangerous or exotic wildlife species such as tigers, monkeys, and
other species rarely seen outside of zoos.
The Commission also approved modifications to update the Private Game
Farm License as it applies to non-native
or dangerous exotic animals that could
pose a threat to native wildlife and public
health and safety. The current language
of the rule authorizes the possession,
sale, and use of mammals listed as “restricted live wildlife,” including anteaters, armadillos, moose, primates (apes,
chimpanzees, gibbons, gorillas, etc.)
sharks, sloths, weasels, wild cats (jaguars, leopards, lions, lynx, ocelots, servals, and tigers).
In addition to the risks of accidental
release and injury, the coronavirus has
demonstrated that the risk of zoonotic
disease originating from captive live
wildlife can have dire public health consequences. In light of these concerns,
the Commission took action to remove
mammals from the Private Game Farm
License. The breeding and sale of these
species in Arizona will be limited to the
holders of a zoo license.
To track the progress of this rule,
view the regulatory agenda and all previous five-year review reports, and to
learn about any other agency rulemaking
matters, visit https://www.azgfd.com/
agency/rulemaking/. n

interesting lives.
Foxes of Arizona — 6:30-8 p.m.
March 11. Description: You’ve heard
sayings like “a fox can be smarter than
a wolf,” or someone is being “sly, like a
fox.” Few creatures have such a storied
and interesting history as does the fox.
Learn about Arizona’s three resident species, focusing on their biology, behavior,
and natural history.
Rattlesnakes of Arizona — 6:30-8 p.m.
March 25. Description: Snakes, in general, have suffered from a lot of bad press,
some of it dating back ages. Rattlesnakes
have suffered even greater levels of fear
from folks than most snakes. The facts are
that snakes serve an important ecological
niche and have their own intrinsic value.
Learn the truth about the different species,
their behaviors, diet, and just how dangerous — if at all — Arizona’s rattlesnakes
really are.
For more information, contact Dubiach
at (602) 509-8122, or email: cdubiach@
azgfd.gov. n

Commission
Awards Banquet
Rescheduled
The Arizona Game and Fish Commission Awards Banquet that is traditionally
held in January has been rescheduled to
Saturday, June 12, 2021.
The banquet will be held at the Pointe
Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Resort, Grande Ballroom, 11111 N. 7th St. in Phoenix. More
information will be posted and distributed
as it becomes available.
Recipients of the 2020 Commission
Awards who will be honored at this event
are —
Award of Excellence – Charlie Kelly
Youth Conservationist of the Year –
Jagrav Patel
Media of the Year – Priscilla Torres/
Telemundo
Conservation Organization of the
Year – Southern Arizona Quail Forever
Chapter
Conservationist of the Year – Miles
Moretti
Natural Resource Professional of the
Year – Superintendent William Shott
Volunteer of the Year – Roger Rohrbach and Keith Kniver
Educator of the Year – Eric Proctor
Mentor of the Year – Matt Shura
Advocate of the Year (two nominations) – Jim Unmacht (State) & Ed Keable (Federal)
Business Partner of the Year –
Walmart
Buck Appleby Hunter Education Instructor of the Year – Tom Britt
Wildlife Habitat Steward of the Year
– Jim O’Haco
North American Model Commissioners Award – Margaret Martinez
The Arizona Game and Fish Commission Awards recognize Arizonans
who have contributed significantly to the
conservation of the state’s wildlife, its
outdoor heritage, and the mission of the
Arizona Game and Fish Department.
The first Commission Awards event
was held in January 1991. Since then,
more than 400 people have been recognized for their dedicated work toward securing Arizona’s wildlife for generations
to come. n

www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

DESTINATION

Continued from page 1
crawlers, small spinners, Kastmasters and
flies. Bass and sunfish also can be caught
in some of the deeper holes.
Dead Horse Ranch State Park Lagoons
Just outside of Cottonwood in northcentral Arizona, Dead Horse Lake offers
some of the best catch rates for rainbow
trout and is stocked throughout the winter months. Anglers have some of the best
luck on a variety of PowerBait colors,
homemade dough baits and spinners. Fly
fishermen also report great success.
Alamo Lake
Largemouth bass at Alamo are less
active in the winter; however, the lake is

TROUT

Continued from page 1
of-state contractors for the Community
Fishing Program in winter will now be
used to help the hatchery maintain its
normal schedule of trout production this
summer.

Tips

Water temperatures are falling as overnight lows in desert regions are forecast to
be in the 40s. If you’re bass fishing in desert impoundments, a good strategy might
be throwing crankbaits during mornings,
and closer to midday switching to smaller
plastic baits (Roboworms or baby brush
hogs) on Texas rigs or dropshots in 15-25
feet of water.
At Roper Lake (near Safford), reports
are that that trout fishing was very good
last week, with many anglers catching
their six-fish limits. Garlic-flavored dough
baits fished on the bottom and small inline
spinners were both working well. Bass
fishing was slow. but this is the time of
year outsized fish are typically caught on
trout imitation baits. Some of the big Rop-

known for some of the best crappie fishing in the state during the winter months.
Minnows work well for crappie, along
with crappie tubes, spoons and jigs for the
more experienced angler. Remember, use
light line and lightweight spinning tackle
to maximize the enjoyment of catching
these scrappy fighters.

Lake Havasu

Consistently ranked as one of the
top bass fishing destinations in the nation, Lake Havasu offers anglers great
opportunities to catch both largemouth
and smallmouth bass. In the fall, tournament anglers caught several bass, with
the largest weighing in at 5.65 pounds.
Havasu is also home to some monster
redear sunfish, including the world-record
5.8-pound redear that was taken from the
lake in February 2014.
er Lake largemouths are actively feeding
on stocked rainbow trout. Try working an
imitation lure parallel to the tules to draw
a big fish from its ambush spot.
Bluegills and sunfish are still being
caught on nightcrawlers fished under a
bobber. Catfishing has been slow. (Report
courtesy of Ranger Micheal DeLeon of
Arizona State Parks).
At Lake Havasu, reports are that stripers have been chasing shad around the
north Windsor basin in the early morning and late afternoon hours. Look for
seagulls diving on the schools of shad
coming to the surface. Other good locations this week are the Chalk Cliffs, Mesquite Bay 2, and the mouth of the river.
Largemouth bass are hitting white- or
chartreuse-colored spinnerbaits and shadcolored Rat-L-Traps on breezy days.
Smallmouth anglers have been successful using deep-diving, shad-colored
crankbaits around rocks in 8-15 feet of
water or gravel/rock shorelines where the
smallmouth are chasing baitfish. (Report
courtesy of John Galbraith of Bass Tackle
Master via Arizona State Parks).
For Lake Powell, you can see Wayne
Gustaveson’s report on the results of gill

CANTRELL

Patagonia Lake
Anglers often catch crappie, bass, bluegill, catfish and especially trout this time
of year. Patagonia is considered a hidden
treasure of southeastern Arizona, about
an hour and a half south of Tucson. The
lake was just stocked with trout in early
December. Anglers have some of the best
luck with nightcrawlers and a variety of
PowerBait colors and spinners.

Continued from page 1
well as regional and national conservation
organizations.
Cantrell will serve as the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies’
(WAFWA) representative on the 26-member board. The board will be responsible
for providing the administration and
implementation of $7.2 million dollars
of fish habitat projects each year through
fiscal year 2025.
Contact: Tom Cadden, public information officer, (623) 236-7392, tcadden@
azgfd.gov n

Arizona Fishing License

An Arizona fishing license is good for
365 days from the date of purchase and
helps to conserve and protect wildlife in
Arizona for current and future generations.
To learn more about fishing in Arizona, including the latest fishing report, forecast,
regulations and stocking schedule, visit
www.azgfd.com/fishing. To buy a fishing
license, visit www.azgfd.com/License. n

Community Fishing Program waters:
• Phoenix area - Alvord Lake, Bonsall
Pond, Chaparral Lake, Copper Sky Lake,
Cortez Lake, Desert Breeze Lake, Desert
West Lake, Encanto Lake, Evelyn Hallman Pond, Festival Fields Pond, Friendship Pond, Kiwanis Lake, Mansel Carter
Oasis Lake, Pacana Pond, Paloma Lake,
Papago Ponds (1, 2 and 3), Pioneer Lake,
Red Mountain Lake, Rio Vista Pond,
Riverview Lake, Roadrunner Pond, Steel
Indian School Park, Surprise Lake, Veteran’s Oasis Lake.
• Tucson area - Silverbell Park, Kennedy Lake, Sauharita Lake, Lakeside
Lake.
• Prescott area – Yavapai Lakes.
• Casa Grande area - Dave White Regional Park Pond.
• Payson area - Green Valley Lakes.
• Yuma area - Council Avenue Pond,
Fortuna Pond, Pacific Avenue Athletic
Complex (PAAC) Pond, Redondo Lake,
Yuma West Wetlands Pond.
Southeastern waters: Parker Canyon
Lake.
North Central waters: Goldwater
Lake, Verde River (middle). n

netting surveys done the first two weeks
of November.
Remember to see our fishing forecast
for different regions of the state. The new
winter forecast is anticipated to be available soon.

Angler Reports

For each edition of the Fishing Report,
we’ll select some photos and reports submitted by members of the angling public either through the Fish AZ Facebook
Group or through the bfishing@azgfd.
gov email address. If you’d like your
photo/report considered for publication
here, please indicate the species, place,
date, name (we only publish first name
and last initial), and any other information you’d like to provide. For more photos (including new photos each day), visit
the Fish AZ Facebook Group.

Waters Recently Stocked
With Rainbow Trout

Southeastern waters: Roper Lake,
Dankworth Pond, Patagonia Lake.
North Central waters – Watson Lake,
Fain Lake, Dead Horse Lake, Lynx Lake.
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• Electric Boats
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• Preventive maintenance(Annual Service)
• Trailer Service
• Transportation (Local & National)
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www.halesmarineservices.com
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Hale’s Marine Service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
www.halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A

FIBERGLASS REPAIR
Sun Valley Fiber-Glas, Inc.
480-833-6561
925 South Center
Mesa, AZ, U.S.A

LODGING
Cabrillo Inn & Suites/Airport
Near Shelter Island in Point Loma
The Fishing Is Here!
619/223-5544
www.cabrilloinnsd.com
1150 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106 U.S.A.

Outdoor Recreationists Can Help Protect The eagles
Arizona’s bald eagles are back, and
they will soon be preparing for the next
generation of eagles at breeding sites
statewide.
To assist with the state’s continued
bald eagle population growth, the Arizona
Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) encourages outdoor recreationists, aircraft
pilots, drone operators and motorized
paragliders to do their part by not disturbing the state’s 92 eagle breeding areas. To
protect breeding attempts, some portions
of public land and water areas will be
temporarily closed to help these majestic animals and ensure even more young
eagles take to the skies this spring.
“Arizona’s bald eagles are hard at work
preparing their nest for what we hope
will be a productive breeding season,”
said Kenneth “Tuk” Jacobson, bald eagle
management coordinator. “The birds nest,
forage and roost at rivers and lakes that
are also popular recreation spots. That’s
why we must be vigilant to help protect

the birds and ensure their populations
statewide continue to flourish. That success wouldn’t be possible without the cooperation of outdoor recreationists who
respect the closures during the breeding
season.”
During the 2020 breeding season, 71
young hatched, and 55 reached the important milestone of their first flight, known
as fledging.
Pilots are reminded to maintain the
FAA-recommended 2,000-foot above
ground level advisory when flying over

bald eagle habitat, while drones and paragliders are asked to avoid the areas completely. Bald eagles are sensitive to even
short durations of low-flying aircraft activity near their nests, and just a few minutes of disturbance can lead to a nesting
failure.
You can help conserve and protect
bald eagles and conservation research and
recovery efforts by reporting any harassment or shooting of bald eagles. Call the
Operation Game Thief hotline at (800)
352-0700 or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Law Enforcement at (480) 967-7900.
AZGFD’s bald eagle management efforts are supported by the Heritage Fund,
an initiative passed more than 20 years
ago to provide for wildlife education and
conservation through Arizona lottery ticket sales.
More information is available at —
https://app.robly.com/archive?id=2f79e0
60b6125ed95dc69f4a4c8c3b07&v=true
n

MARINAS
Bartlett Lake Marina
NE of Carefree, AZ U.S.A.
602/316-3378
www.bartlettlake.com/index.html
info@bartlettlake.com
Pleasant Harbor RV Resort & Marina
Peoria, AZ
(928) 501-5263
(602) 269-0077
www.pleasantharbor.com NEW

PRODUCTS
Descale-It Products
Company/Seaspots Gone
(520) 294-5676
info@descale-it.com
www.descale-it.com
4357 South Santa Rita Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85714 U.S.A.
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Arizona Boating & Watersports/
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(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
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7620 East McKellips Road, Ste 490
Scottsdale, AZ 85257
Rocky Point Times Newspaper
(52) 6383836325
rptimes@prodigy.net.mx
www.rockypointcollectibles.com
P.O. Box 887
Lukeville, AZ 85341 U.S.A.

RADIO SHOWS
Don McDowell
(623) 221-7655
don@shakerattleandtroll.com
www.shakerattleandtroll.com
Glendale, AZ U.S.A.

REPAIR
Hale’s Marine Service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
www.halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A.

SWIM PLATFORMS
Swim Platforms
Swimplatforms.com
6024318225
www.swimplatforms.com
3220 S. 38th St
Phoenix, AZ 85040 U.S.A.

TRADE ORGANIZATIONS
Arizona Trade Exchange
www.arizonatradeexchange.com

Affordable Prices • Newsletter
Print Edition • Three Web Sites
Contact Jim For Information - No Charge For Information
jim@azbw.com or 480/947-6219

What Have You Got To Lose?

I-Trade
www.valuecardalliance.com

TRAILERS
Kokopelli Trailers
www.kokopellitrailers.com

WEB SITES
Arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western Outdoor Times
(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
www.azbw.com
www.westernoutdoortimes.com
7620 East McKellips Road, Ste 490
Scottsdale, AZ 85257
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traditions

Continued from page 1
King Day of Service, the largest event in
the nation honoring King.
Since 1994, the day of service has been
coordinated nationally by the Corporation
for National and Community Service, a
federal agency, which provides grants to
organizations that coordinate service activities on MLK Day.

Groundhog Day
February 2
Groundhog Day   is a popular North
American tradition observed in the United States and Canada on February 2. It
derives from the Pennsylvania Dutch superstition that if a groundhog emerging
from its burrow on this day sees its shadow due to clear weather, it will retreat to
its den and winter will persist for six more
weeks; but if it does not see its shadow
because of cloudiness, spring will arrive
early.
While the tradition remains popular
in modern times, studies have found no
consistent correlation between a groundhog seeing its shadow and the subsequent arrival time of spring-like weather.
The weather lore was brought from
German-speaking areas where the badger (German: Dachs) is the forecasting
animal. This appears to be an enhanced
version of the lore that clear weather on
the Christian festival of Candlemas forebodes a prolonged winter.
The Groundhog Day ceremony held
at Punxsutawney in western Pennsylvania, centering around a semi-mythical
groundhog named Punxsutawney Phil,
has become the most attended ceremony.
Other cities in the United States and Canada have also adopted the event.
Origins
The Pennsylvania Dutch were immigrants from Germanic-speaking areas of
Europe. The Germans already had a tradition of marking Candlemas (February 2)

as “Badger Day” (Dachstag), where if a
badger emerging found it to be a sunny
day thereby casting a shadow, it foreboded the prolonging of winter by four more
weeks.
United States
The observance of Groundhog Day in
the United States first occurred in German
communities in Pennsylvania, according
to known records. The earliest mention of
Groundhog Day is an entry on February
2, 1840, in the diary of James L. Morris
of Morgantown, in Pennsylvania Dutch
Country, according to the book on the
subject by Don Yoder. This was a Welsh
enclave but the diarist was commenting
on his neighbors who were of German
stock.
Punxsutawney Beginnings
The first reported news of a Groundhog Day observance was arguably made
by the Punxsutawney Spirit newspaper of Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, in
1886: “up to the time of going to press,
the beast has not seen its shadow”. However, it was not until the following year
in 1887 that the first Groundhog Day
considered “official” was commemorated
there, with a group making a trip to the
Gobbler’s Knob part of town to consult
the groundhog. People have gathered annually at the spot for the event ever since.
Clymer Freas (1867–1942) who was
city editor at the Punxsutawney Spirit is
credited as the “father” who conceived
the idea of “Groundhog Day”. It has also
been suggested that Punxsutawney was
where all the Groundhog Day events orig-
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inated, from where it spread to other parts
of the United States and Canada.
The Groundhog Day celebrations of
the 1880s were carried out by the Punxsutawney Elks Lodge. The lodge members were the “genesis” of the Groundhog
Club formed later, which continued the
Groundhog Day tradition. But the lodge
started out being interested in the groundhog as a game animal for food. It had
started to serve groundhog at the lodge,
and had been organizing a hunting party
on a day each year in late summer.
A Hunt And A Feast
The chronologies given are somewhat
inconsistent in the literature. The first
“Groundhog Picnic” was held in 1887 according to a book for popular reading by
an academic, but given as post-circa-1889
by a local historian in a journal. The historian states that around 1889 the meat was
served in the lodge’s banquet, and the organized hunt started after that.
Either way, the Punxsutawney
Groundhog Club was formed in 1899,
and continued the hunt and “Groundhog
Feast”, which took place annually in September. The “hunt” portion of it became
increasingly a ritualized formality, because the practical procurement of meat
had to occur well ahead of time for marinating. A drink called the “groundhog
punch” was also served. The flavor has

been described as a “cross between pork
and chicken”.The hunt and feast did not
attract enough outside interest, and the
practice discontinued.
The groundhog was not named Phil
until 1961, possibly as an indirect reference to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
Punxsutawney Today
The largest Groundhog Day celebration is held in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, where crowds as large as 40,000
gather each year (nearly eight times the
year-round population of the town). The
average draw had been about 2,000 until
the 1993 movie Groundhog Day, which is
set at the festivities in Punxsutawney, after which attendance rose to about 10,000.
The official Phil is pretended to be a supercentenarian, having been the same
forecasting beast since 1887.
In 2019, the 133rd year of the tradition, the groundhog was summoned to
come out at 7:25 am on February 2, but
did not see its shadow. Fans of Punxsutawney Phil awaited his arrival starting at 6:00 a.m., thanks to a live stream
provided by Visit Pennsylvania. The live
stream has been a tradition for the past
several years, allowing more people than
ever to watch the animal meteorologist.
Note: Some information supplemented
by Wikipedia. n
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