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Havasu’s 
‘Hostess’ 
Invites You
By Carol l. allen

Dixie Belle, the official “host-
ess” for  Lake Havasu City, would 
be happy to have you aboard during 
the holidays.  In fact, a ticket to get a 
tour on the lady would make an ex-
cellent Christmas gift, or a party on 
her decks would be a perfect way to 
celebrate the holidays. Dixie Belle, 
originally built in 1983, is a replica 
of an 1800’s paddle wheeler. She 
has recently undergone a 10-year 
restoration project and is opening 
for business late November/ early 
December 2021. She’s a beauty, just 
waiting to welcome you!

The holidays are definitely filled 
with gifts for us in the Southwest: 
the traditional and beautiful light-
ed-boat parades, an invitation from 
our national parks to cut your own 
Christmas tree, ideas for giving for 
the outdoor folks on your list, even 
nautically themed Christmas cards 
for the boaters among us.

However you celebrate this 
month —reliving holiday memo-
ries from your past, celebrating here 
or away, enjoying the thrill of gift-
giving — we at Arizona Boating & 
Watersports/Western Outdoor Times 
are also  remembering and honor-
ing the true meaning of Christmas 
and are forever greatful for the most 
wonderful gift of all.

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year! n
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Huzzah!
AZ Renaissance 
Festival Returns

The Arizona Renaissance Festival will 
return on Saturday, Feb. 5 for its 34th sea-
son of merrymaking. The festival held in 
Gold Canyon is a 16th century European 
style park with its “Village of Fairhav-
en” where attendees are immersed in a 
whimsical and historical setting featuring 
artisans, 16 stages featuring live enter-
tainment, rides, games, jousting knights, 
music, comedy and ample food and drink. 

The festival offers an opportunity to 
enjoy and explore the outdoor 50-acre 
village for nine consecutive weekends, 
Saturdays, Sundays, and Presidents’ Day 
Monday, Feb.  through Sunday, April 3, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. each event date. 

About The Arizona 
Renaissance Festival 

What: Annual Arizona Renais-
sance Festival & Artisan Marketplace: a 
16-stage theater, an outdoor whimsical 

REN FAIRE, continued on page 16

Lake Havasu City’s Dixie Belle Sails Again
A ride on this lady might 
be the perfect gift or way 
to celebrate the holidays!

After many years of setbacks and in-
tensive restoration, one of Lake Havasu 
City’s most famous icons returned to the 
water early this year.

Passengers aboard Dixie Belle and 
onlookers atop the London Bridge ex-
changed waves and smiles as the 68-ton, 
32-foot tall historic replica riverboat 
cruised under the bridge’s center arch. At 
the Bridgewater Channel, sounds of ex-
citement filled the air.

It was a joy-filled, long-awaited oc-
casion to see Dixie Belle, drydocked 

ON THE COVER

DIXIE BELLE, continued on page 16

AZGFC Announces Recipients 
Of 2021Commission Awards

Award recipients will 
be honored at annual 
banquet on Saturday, 
Jan. 22.

 The Arizona Game and Fish Commis-
sion selected 17 recipients of the 2021 
Commission Awards at its Sept. 24 meet-
ing in Greer, Ariz. The award winners 
will be honored at the annual Commis-
sion Awards Banquet on Jan. 22, 2022, at 
the Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Resort in 
Phoenix. 

The Commission Awards recognize 
Arizonans who have contributed signifi-
cantly to the conservation of the state’s 
wildlife, its outdoor heritage, and the mis-
sion of the Arizona Game and Fish De-
partment.

This year’s recipients
• Award of Excellence – Bullhead 

City Manager Toby Cotter and Com-

missioner Lisa A. Atkins 
• Youth Conservationist of the Year – 

Noah Carrillo
• Media of the Year – Brian Kae and 

Tom Fergus, Fox 10 Phoenix KSAZ-TV
• Conservation Organization of the 

Year – South Eastern Arizona Sports-
men Club

• Conservationist of the Year – John 
Koleszar

• Natural Resource Professional of the 
Year – Sid Slone

• Volunteer of the Year – Al Sue       
• Educator of the Year – Gregory 

Brooks
• Mentor of the Year – Catherine 

Thompson       
• Advocate of the Year (two nomina-

tions) – Senator Sine Kerr and Chuck 
Podolack

• Business Partner of the Year – Dis-
cover Gila County

• Buck Appleby Hunter Education In-

The annual arizona Game and Fish Commission 
awards Banquet will be held on Saturday, Jan. 22, 
2022, at the Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs resort.

AWARDS, continued on page 16
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Editor’s Note: Please submit announcements for AZBW/WOT’s calendar of events — ”Downstream” — to editor@azbw.com. To 
guarantee placement, as room allows, items must be received by the tenth (10th) of the month prior to publication. Every eff ort is made 
to ensure accuracy, but we assume no responsibility for print errors or omissions. We also reserve the right to edit each item. Please 
include the name of the event, the date and time, the location, the organization, and contact information. You can also submit your event 
individually at westernoutdoortimes.com/classifi eds.
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December’s A Wonderful 
Month Full Of Wonders

▲ Now through January 15, 
2022 (Select Nights)

The wonder of wandering through the 
Phoenix Zoo Lights is a magical part of 
the Christmas season. From 5:30-10:30 
p.m. experience the thrill of incredible 
lighting throughout the part. Tickets are 
$20/person, $16/member, and children 
two and under are free.

December 3 
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

ment (AZGFD) will accept applications 
for limited-entry permit-tag seasons 
through 11:59 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3. These 
new big game hunting opportunities give 
hunters a chance to draw an additional 
elk, mule deer and white-tailed deer per-
mit-tag, while generating revenue to sup-
port wildlife conservation efforts across 
the state. To apply, visit https://limited-
huntentry.azgfd.com/. Those who are 
drawn will be contacted during the week 
of December 6.

December 3-5
From 10 a.m. to 5:30 a.m. the Tempe 

Festival of Arts has a 50+ year history in 
Tempe (one of the oldest festivals in the 
Southwest) and takes place twice a year. 
Guests can enjoy artists from around the 
country, local music, a Kids Block and 
many great food options -- all located on 
the streets of historic Mill Avenue. Admis-
sion is free

▲ December 3-31 (Select 
Days)

From 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. The Desert Bo-
tanical Garden shines bright during the 
holiday season!  Enjoy live music perfor-
mances, entertainment and thousands of 
dazzling hand-lit luminarias at the Garden 
with family and friends. For 44 years, the 
Garden’s trails sparkle during this iconic 
holiday tradition, and it will remind you 
of what the season is all about. This year, 

the event will shine extra bright with the 
inclusion of the stunning Chihuly in the 
Desert exhibition at night. On Tuesday, 
Dec. 21 (Winter Solstice), a silent night 
at Luminaria will be held. This night only, 
walk the luminaria-lit trails of the Garden 
for an evening of self-refl ection and reju-
venation (no live or recorded music). You 
can also reserve a private space; contact 
Ali Reese at areese@dbg.org to inquire 
about availability. For other information, 
contact@dbg.org. 

Tempe Festival of arts

▲ December 10
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

ment’s proposed recommendations for 
2022 pronghorn, elk, fall turkey and pop-
ulation management hunts, and for 2023 
spring turkey hunts, are available for re-
view at www.azgfd.gov/huntguidelines. 
The proposed hunt recommendations 
will be presented to the commission for 
its consideration during a public meet-
ing Dec. 10 in Yuma. The agenda will be 
posted at www.azgfd.gov/commission.

December 12 
The new twice-monthly event series in 

the heart of Tempe is “Second Sundays on 
Mill”. From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. there will 
be a local market featuring Arizona-made 
arts and crafts, baked goods unique gifts, 
and more. Enjoy street performances, live 
music from local musicians, community 
programming, fi tness classes, and outdoor 
games. This event is family friendly and 
is surrounded by delicious eats and treats 
from local restaurants -- a great way to 
“mill around” on a Sunday afternoon. This 
event will run through April 2022.

  
December 12 And 26

Bring family and friends to But-
terfl y Wonderland, a seasonal holiday 
experience:”Christmas in the Rainforest”. 
This features an abundance of butterfl ies 
from the rainforests of Costa Rica, Af-
rica, and Asia. See Butterfl y Wonderland 
decked in festive decor and enjoy live 
music from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the But-
terfl y Conservatory by violinist Jonathan 
Levingston. There is a special seasonal 
scavenger hunt sheet for kids and a chance 
to pose for a professional holiday themed 
photo with the Magic Memories photog-
rapher. There are also great ideas for gifts 
in the gift shop. Butterfl y Wonderland is 
open all year from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily at 
9500 E. Via de Ventura, Scottsdale, AZ 
85256. Information: (480) 800-3000 and 
info@butterfl ywonderland.com.

Wednesdays, March 
through May 2022

Each Wednesday AZFISHBOOK will 
be hosting Casting Meet-ups at Road 
Runner Park. This is a free event. Come 
out and practice your casting, get a few 
casting tips from casting instructors or 
just hang out with other anglers and swap 
fi shing stories. More info, (623) 229-8335 
or contact trailrunneraz@gmail.com. n



www.azbw.com  •  westernoutdoortimes.com  •  floridaboatingandwatersports.com December 2021  |  3

Under state law, life jackets are required to be worn by children 12 
years old and younger, but it’s strongly urged that everyone wear 
one while on the water. Life jackets save lives. 

Before heading out on the water, it’s important that boaters check 
to ensure that their life jackets are in good condition and that they 
are the right size and fi t for passengers. Look for:

• Any rips or tears
• Missing straps
• Broken fasteners
• Ensure that the fl otation hasn’t shifted. 

Life jackets should be inspected each boating season due to the 
environment’s impact on their materials and replaced if neccessary.  

Our waterways are 
ready, but are you?

To learn more about boating safely in Arizona visit 
www.azgfd.gov/boating or call: 623-236-7258

Wear a life jacket. 
Every trip. 
Every time.

Register Your Watercraft 
Make sure your vessel’s registration is current before heading out on 
the water! Skip the line and renew your watercraft registration online at 
www.azgfd.gov/boating

Arizona Game & Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086

602-942-3000   |   www.azgfd.gov
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A Boost of Confi dence.
Free with every cleaning.

James Jenista, DDS
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

10715 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd., Suite 102, Scottsdale
Make an Appt: 480-860-6000

scottsdale-dentistry.com

$50 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT BY MENTIONING ARIZONA BOATING & WATERSPORTS

James Jenista, DDS

32240 West Bud Rd., Maricopa, AZ 85138   |    602.256.130032240 West Bud Rd., Maricopa, AZ 85138   |    602.256.1300

The Great
Outdoors
Is Waiting
WE CAN HELP 
YOU GET THERE!

Kokopelli is your home-town, 
custom-trailer manufacturer.

kokopel l i trai lers.com

Editor’s Note: Although there are 
many other of these fantastic events 
throughout the Southwest, we here pres-
ent three of our favorites.

Tempe Town Lake Boat 
Parade + Fireworks Show 

It’s all ahead: holiday shopping, food 
and drink, a boat parade, and a fireworks 
show. Join us for the Fantasy of Lights 
Boat Parade - the Valley’s most unique 
holiday event and celebrated tradition. 
Enjoy holiday shopping, festive eats and 
treats, a dazzling boat parade featur-
ing boats of all shapes and sizes, and a 
spectacular fireworks show. This event 
is free and family-friendly. We hope you 
will join us on Saturday, Dec. 11 from 4-9 
p.m. Here›s the schedule:

4 p.m. Tempe Beach Park Opens For 
Shopping, Eats, Drinks

• Holiday Shopping – Shop local hand-
made goods from various vendors!

• Eat + Drink – Enjoy a hot chocolate 
or delightful treat while you stroll through 
the park. Stop at one of the numerous food 
vendors for a bite to eat.

6 p.m. Viewing Of Boat Parade Fol-
lowed By Lighted Boats

8 p.m. Fireworks And Shopping At 
Tempe Beach Park

• Fireworks - Celebrate the holiday 
season with a big bang...and lots of “aah-
hhhs”! 

• Holiday Shopping – Continue to eat, 

A FAVORITE HOLIDAy TRADITION 

Lighted Boat Parades 
Celebrate Christmas

Tempe’s parade shimmers on the lake. These and many others (check online) 
add their sparkle to the holiday celebrations.

PARADES, continued on page 5
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Jim & Carol Allen and 

VFW 3513 Auxiliary 

would like to thank 

A & A Materials 
for all of their help 

with our Post.

Jim & Carol Allen and VFW 3513 Auxiliary would like to thank

for all of their help with our Post in 2019.

Mesa

PORT BOATING

boxscorenews.com

Boxscore News is a Division 
of Stryker Indigo New York

lake Havasu’s parade lights up the 
Channel 

PARADES
Continued from page 4

San Diego’s boat parade shines on the Bay

drink, and shop local handmade goods 
from various vendors.

 9 p.m. Event Concludes

Lake Havasu City’s Boat 
Parade Of Lights

It’s quite a year of celebration in Lake 
Havasu City as it marks the 50th anniver-
sary of the dedication of the famous Lon-
don Bridge. (See October issue of Arizona 
Boating & Watersports/Western Outdoor 
Times for more details.) And, just ahead 
is one of the most fantastic events on the 
Colorado River: The city’s salute to the 
holiday season, Friday, Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. and 
Saturday, Dec. 4 at 10 p.m.

It is thrilling to watch the parade float 
through Thompson Bay and the Bridgewa-
ter Channel beneath the grand old London 
Bridge. Although last year’s parade was 
somewhat compromised by the pandemic 
restrictions, there were still around 30 craft 
ranging from a tiny tugboat up to a 52-foot 
yacht.

There is no charge for spectators and all 
are recommended to abide by social dis-
tancing guidelines. 

The annual Festival of Lights continues 
into January 2022. Take the family for a 
stroll under the London Bridge along the 
walkway, or take a boat on a night cruise 
through the Bridgewater Channel as over 
500,000 lights set the water aglow. Free 
parking is located at the English Village 
or the London Bridge Resort and Conven-
tion Center. Illumination is from dusk to 10 
p.m. nightly.

Although more information was not 
available at press time, we suggest that you 
continue checking these sites for updates: 
https://bit.ly/3AL0tLL

San Diego Bay 
Parade Of Lights

After a year’s hiatus, the San Diego 
Bay Parade of Lights is looking to make 
big waves with its return on Sunday, Dec. 
12 and Sunday, Dec. 19. 

The San Diego Bay Parade of Lights 
today announced the theme for the 2021 
holiday boat parade is “The Twelve Days 
of Christmas.” This year marks the 50th 
Parade of Lights, one of San Diego’s 
most beloved holiday traditions held on 
San Diego Bay.

“It’ll be great to get back and celebrate 
the holidays on the water San Diego-style 
this year,” said Parade Chairman Larry 
Baumann. “The 12-days of Christmas is 
a traditional theme with tons of potential 
for fun and creativity. The kids should en-
joy this year’s theme, in particular.”

The San Diego Bay Parade of Lights 
brings more than 100,000 San Diego 
residents and visitors together on the San 
Diego Bay waterfront each year. The pro-
cession of about 80 lavishly decorated 
boats has become one of our region’s 
most iconic holiday events.

The parade route starts at Shelter Is-
land and travels west past Harbor Island, 
then south along the Embarcadero, Sea-
port Village, and Cesar Chavez Park be-

fore turning parallel with the Coronado 
Bridge to the west side of the bay. The 
parade then proceeds past the Coronado 
Ferry Landing to the finish line. It takes 
about two hours to complete the proces-
sion and there are many comfortable wa-
terfront viewpoints along the route.

A variety of prizes and awards are 
presented to the best decorated boats 
and those that best capture the parade’s 
theme.

Viewing areas span across multiple 
areas of the San Diego Bay. Prepare for 

traffic and parking ahead of time. Please 
report any suspicious activity to the Har-
bor Police. The possession of open alco-
holic beverages is prohibited along the 
parade viewing area. Drones and other 
unmanned aircraft systems are also pro-
hibited. Spectators and participants are 
asked to comply with San Diego County 
health guidelines when attending the 
event

Those interested in sponsoring the San 
Diego Bay Parade of Lights, can contact 
Larry Baumann at 619-222-1181 or lar-
ry@balihairestaurant.com.

For more information and parade de-
tails, visit www.sdparadeoflights.org. 

San Diego Bay Parade 
Of Lights Tradition

The San Diego Bay Parade of Lights 
is a time-honored tradition brought to 
the San Diego Bay by the boating com-
munity. Each year, more than 80 lavishly 
decorated boats proceed around the San 
Diego Bay on two consecutive Sundays 
in December. For more information, 
please visit www.sdparadeoflights.org. n

Nautically Themed Holiday 
Cards Are Just For Boaters

Customizable greeting cards 
from the nonprofit BoatUS 
Foundation give back to 
boating

Hey, boaters! Got your holiday cards yet? 
The BoatUS Foundation’s nautically themed 
cards from Salt Harbor Studios offer customiz-
able card designs crafted on high-quality FSC 
Certified paper from responsibly managed for-
ests.

The best part about this season of giving may 

be that a portion of each card purchase supports 
the nonprofit BoatUS Foundation’s mission of 
promoting safe and clean boating, including of-
fering the nation’s largest free online boating 
safety course, on-water training, kids life jacket 
loaner program, EPIRB rentals and more.

More than 100 customized picture cards as 
well as modern and traditional Christmas and 
seasonal designs are offered. All cards are made 
in the U.S. and use natural inks with 0% VOC.

To order, simply go to BoatUS.org/Holiday-
Cards, choose your favorite design and create 
your greeting. n

saLt Harbor studios

GreeTInGS! — The BoatUS Foundation is offering more than 100 
nautical holiday greeting card designs that also give back to boating.
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AUTO • RV • MARINE

1900 N. McClintock Dr., Suite 11-12, Tempe AZ 85281
480.621.7725  |  clupholstery.net

SUN VALLEY FIBER-GLAS, INC.
• Boat Repair •

925 S. Center • Mesa, AZ 85210 • www.sunvalleyfiber-glas.com
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HelP! — a BoatUS Unlimited Towing Membership can help days like this get 
much better.

For the Holidays, Give your Boater a Ride Home
BoatUS has you covered with 24/7 assistance 
for breakdowns on the water and on the road.

Looking for a holiday gift for the boater in the family? Look no further than an annual 
BoatUS Unlimited Towing Membership. Like an auto club for recreational boat owners, a 
BoatUS Unlimited Towing Membership provides professional 24/7 on-water towing ser-
vice by the TowBoatUS fleet ─ the nation’s largest. A Towing Membership takes care of 
the problems that your boater did not plan for, such as an accidental grounding in shallow 
waters, an engine breakdown or dead battery, or running out of fuel. Tows back to the 
launch ramp, home dock or marina are included.

For saltwater boaters, an annual membership is just $165 per year, while freshwater 
boaters pay just $90. BoatUS is also the only national towing service that offers the Boa-
tUS App, which connects boaters to the closest local towing captain at the tap of a button, 
speeding response times.

For boaters who trailer their boats, consider adding Unlimited Trailer Assist for just 
$15 that takes care of roadside boat trailer breakdowns 24/7. It includes 100 miles of free 
on-road towing for both a disabled trailer and its tow vehicle to a safe location, as well as 
lockout, flat tire, battery jump and fuel drop-off services.

But that’s not all a BoatUS Towing Membership offers: Plans include more than 25 
valuable benefits and exclusive discounts from Boat Owners Association of The United 
States (BoatUS), a subscription to award-winning BoatUS Magazine, free DSC-VHF radio 
registration, and more. Your boater can also take advantage of BoatUS’s national boating 
advocacy efforts and safe-boating programs including free boating safety courses from the 
nonprofit BoatUS Foundation.

Go to BoatUS.com/products-and-services/membership to purchase. n



www.azbw.com  •  westernoutdoortimes.com  •  floridaboatingandwatersports.com December 2021  |  7

PORT BOATING

Arizona Game & Fish Department Presents Boating Education
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

ment’s Boating Safety Education courses 
include instruction on the basic skills re-
quired to safely operate a boat or personal 
watercraft, trailering your vessel, naviga-
tional rules, buoys, anchoring, legal re-
quirements, boating emergencies, water 
sports and paddling.

Rock the Float. 
Life jackets save lives!

Take a boating edu-
cation course now! 
Most insurance com-
panies offer a discount 
on your boat or PWC 
insurance rate for 
completing one of our 
courses.

Courses are offered 
in three formats: classroom courses, home 
study courses and online courses.

Each person being towed behind a 
vessel on water skis or a similar device 
must wear a life jacket or buoyant belt. 
Note, however, that buoyant belts are not 
approved by the USCG.

Learn How To Properly Fit A Life 
Jacket: https://kalkomey.wistia.com/me-
dias/kjxtbvga0n

USCG Approved Flotation Devices
USCG Type I
USCG Type II
USCG Type III
USCG Type IV
USCG Type V

the carbon monoxide brochure.

Cold Water Immersion
Do not let the temperature outside fool 

you. Cold water immersion and hypother-

mia can occur in water as cool as 70 de-
grees at any time of the year, even on a 
warm and sunny day. Arizona winters are 
mild, and recreational boating is popular 
year-round, but a sudden and unexpected 
immersion into cold water can cause hy-
pothermia and even lead to a life-threat-
ening situation.

Entering extremely cold water causes 
an immediate gasp reflex that can fill 
the lungs with water. After falling over-
board or entering the water, it is impor-
tant to be wearing your life jacket (PFD). 
A life jacket keeps your head above 
water and your body on the surface. 
Stay calm and move slowly. Don’t try to 
take off clothing in the water (a common 
misconception is that heavy clothing or 
waders weigh down your body when in 
fact they can trap air and help keep your 
body afloat).

If your boat has capsized, stay with it. 
More than likely, it will not sink and it can 
be used as a platform to maneuver, so stay 
on top of it as much as possible, getting 
yourself out of the water and maintaining 
stability. n

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
Carbon monoxide poisoning is also 

known as the “silent killer”. It is a col-
orless, odorless, tasteless gas that is very 
toxic even in small quantities. It is pro-
duced when a carbon fuel, such as gaso-
line or diesel is burned. Carbon monox-
ide disperses freely through the air and 
will travel readily throughout a boat. It is 
discharged as engine, generator, or appli-
ance exhaust that may re-enter your boat 
through any opening.

Symptoms of carbon monoxide poi-
soning are throbbing temples, inattentive-
ness or lack of concentration, inability to 
think coherently, ringing in the ears, tight-
ness across the chest, headache, drowsi-
ness, nausea, dizziness, fatigue, vomiting, 
collapse, and convulsions. Protect your-
self from the silent killer and download 

Online Powerboat Courses 
Online Courses – 

Each of these courses 
is approved for use in 
Arizona. If you have 
a boating ticket and 
are required to take a 
boating safety educa-

tion course, any one of these will satisfy 
the requirements of the court:

• Online Paddlesports Courses 
• Classroom Powerboat Courses   
• Skills-Based Courses – 
• Home Study Course
Free home study packet, call the 

Education Branch at 623 236-7258.

Boating Safety Information: 
Boat Safe, Boat Smart, Boat 
Sober
Life Jackets – Personal 
Flotation Devices

All vessels except sailboards and cer-
tain racing shells or rowing sculls must 
have at least one wearable Type I, II, III 
or V life jacket (PFD) that is U.S. Coast 
Guard (USCG) approved and of the prop-
er size for each person on board.

Life jackets must be readily acces-
sible, in good and serviceable condition, 
and sized for the intended wearer. In ad-
dition to the above requirements, vessels 
16 feet in length or longer, except a canoe 
or kayak, must have one Type IV USCG 
approved throwable flotation device on 
board and readily accessible.

All children 12 years of age and 
younger must wear a USCG approved 
Type I, II, III life jacket (PFD) anytime 
while underway on any vessel. The 
life jacket must be worn according 
to the design of the manufacturer’s 
recommended use and must fit the child 
properly. All snaps must be snapped, and 
zippers and fasteners closed.

Each person on a personal water-
craft such as a Jet Ski or Wave Runner 
must wear a USCG approved Type I, II, 
III PFD (life jacket) with all fasteners and 
closures secured according to the manu-
facturer’s design and recommended use. 
Further, the life jacket must be adjusted 
for a snug fit.
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Just because you don’t fi t the mold 
doesn’t mean you can’t join the party. 

kokopel l i trai lers.com

KOKOPELLI TRAILERS
We are your home-town, 
custom-trailer manufacturer.

PONTOON TRAILERS

CATAMARAN TRAILERS

BASS BOAT TRAILERS

V-HULL TRAILERS

CUSTOM SIZES

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

32240 West Bud Rd., Maricopa, AZ 85138   |    602.256.1300
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ARIZONA LAKES/ARIZONA PROS: JOHN MURRAy AT PLEASANT

It Just Takes ‘Some Brass 
And Glass And A Little Finesse’
By MarGIe anDerSon

“Doodling is a technique for tough con-
ditions,” says John Murray. “Why would 
you doodle if the fish are killing crank-
baits?” Murray, who started his career in 
Arizona, is now one of the top profession-
al bass anglers in the nation — known for 
bringing in big sacks when others are get-
ting skunked. “Doodling isn’t a good way 
to find fish, but it’s the best way to take a 
lot of fish off a spot once you know they 
are there,” Murray adds. “In winter, once 
you locate fish, you can usually catch a 
bunch off the same spot.”

Finesse Fishing 
Murray says that finesse fishing has 

gotten an undeserved reputation as a 
“little fish” technique. “To me,” he says, 
“finesse is more the presentation than 
the lure.” A lot of the anglers out West 
are catching huge bass doodling 12-inch 
hand-poured worms on light line with a 
1/8-ounce sinker. The doodle rig uses a 
Texas-rigged worm rigged with a brass 
sinker and a glass bead. Slip the sinker on 
the line, then the bead, then tie the hook 
on. When you shake this rig gently, the 
brass and glass click together with a high-
pitched sound that travels extremely well 
in the water. A lot of fishermen say it imi-
tates a crawfish clicking.

Locating The Fish Is Key
Locating the fish is the key to suc-

cess, and Murray relies on his electronics 
to find good structure in winter. “I don’t 
look for fish,” he emphasizes, “I look for 
structure at the right depth. I’ve caught 
some of my best bass in places where I 
didn’t see any fish on the graph.” A good 
depthfinder will show you the thermo-
cline and baitfish once you learn to use it, 

Murray says. Taking the time to become 
thoroughly familiar with your unit is im-
perative.

In cold water, bass tend to migrate to 
more vertical structure. Bluffs and steep 
banks are worth investigating, and the 
best points are long ones near a channel 
so they have a steep drop-off on one side 
or another. Creek channels themselves are 
key locations, too, but a drop-off alone 
isn’t enough.

Successful Doodling
Successful doodling stimulates all of 

a bass’s senses. The clicking and shaking 
create vibration, but Murray takes further 
steps to ensure success. He relies on salty, 
hand-poured worms or Berkley Power 
Worms to get the fish to hang on. A good 
doodle worm has lots of salt or flavor.

Equipment Important
Since doodling is a light-line tech-

nique, the equipment you use can mean 
the difference between success and fail-
ure. A good doodle rod should have 
enough power to set the hook even with a 
lot of line out, and a fast, somewhat lim-
ber tip so the lure can be shaken easily. It 
doesn’t matter whether you use spinning 
or baitcasting gear, as long as the action 
is right and the rod is long enough to take 
up line quickly when you sweep to set the 
hook.

Immediate Hookset
Murray uses 8-pound-test line, and a 

straight-shank hook. “When you have a 
lot of light line out, it’s hard to get power 
in a hookset,” says John. A hook with no 
offset delivers more power to the point, 
and the hook must be strong and sharp. 
When a fish takes a doodle rig, the bite is 
simply a mushy feeling when you move 
the worm. The hookset needs to be imme-
diate and the hook has to penetrate easily. 

Soft Worms 
The soft worms that are most effective 

for doodling have a tendency to slip down 
the hook shank, so pegging the worm to 
the hook by slipping a length of heavy 
monofilament line through the worm 
and the eye of the hook can help. Mur-
ray also pegs the glass bead onto the line 
with a few strands of rubber skirt material 
to keep it about half an inch away from 

arIZona a+ — John Murray is one 
of the best fishermen to ever come 
out of arizona.

Hunters: There 
Is Still An 
Opportunity

Arizona hunters who were unsuccess-
ful in the recent 2022 spring draw still 
have an opportunity to receive a hunt 
permit-tag for javelina or turkey.

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment (AZGFD) has posted a list of left-
over hunt permit-tags on its website at 
www.azgfd.com/Hunting/Draw/. At press 
time, a total of 1,538 leftover hunt per-
mit-tags were available for the following 
hunts:

• 921 handgun, archery or muzzleload-
er (HAM) javelina

• 322 archery-only javelina
• 205 general javelina 
• 62 youth-only javelina
•  16 general turkey 
• 12 raptor capture
AZGFD began Monday, Nov. 29 ac-

cepting paper applications for leftover 
hunt permit-tags — by U.S. mail only. 
All completed paper applications must 
be addressed to: Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, Attn.: Draw/First Come, 
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ  
85086. There is no “mini” draw. Allow 
10 to 15 business days to receive a hunt 
permit-tag by mail.

For more information, including li-
cense and hunt permit-tag requirements, 
refer to the “2022 Spring Turkey, Javeli-
na, Bison, Bear, and Raptor Capture Hunt 
Draw Information” booklet, or call 602-
942-3000. nMURRAY, continued on page 10

2022 Spring 
Hunt Draw 
Results Now 
Available
Hunters can check their 
AZGFD portal account. 

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment (AZGFD) has released the draw re-
sults for 2022 spring hunts for turkey, ja-
velina, bison and bear, and raptor capture.   

AZGFD portal accounts now are the 
sole source for finding out draw results 
and viewing bonus points. Customers 
can create a free portal account (family 
account features are now available) at 
accounts.azgfd.com/Account/Register. 
Draw results no longer will be provided 
through the automated phone system. 

A portal account allows customers to 
create a secure account where they can 
view and manage their contact informa-

HUNT DRAW, continued on page 12

AZGFD To Discontinue Selling Community 
Fishing Licenses Beginning Jan. 1

Arizona General Fishing 
licenses are only $37 
for residents and $55 
for nonresidents.

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment (AZGFD) has announced it will no 
longer offer Community Fishing licenses 
for sale beginning Jan. 1, 2022.

Over roughly the last eight years, the 
hugely popular Community Fishing Pro-
gram (CFP) has expanded from 21 waters 
to 49 waters, which are located in 23 com-
munities throughout the state. All CFP 
waters are stocked by AZGFD with trout, 
catfish, or a few other species, depending 
on time of year.

Anglers who want to fish CFP waters 
in 2022 will either need to have an Ari-
zona General Fishing license or Combi-
nation Hunt/Fish license, or purchase one 
once their Community Fishing license ex-
pires in 2022.

“General Fishing and Combination 
Hunt/Fish licenses offer greater value 
than the Community Fishing license 
alone,” said Aquatic Wildlife Branch 
Chief Julie Carter. “Anglers not only get 
the increased opportunities of the expand-
ed CFP, but also the opportunity to fish 
nearly 80 other public waters in Arizona 
that are regularly stocked by AZGFD 
as well as the other streams and lakes 
throughout the state with self-sustaining 
sport fish populations.”

Community Fishing licenses can still 
be purchased through Dec. 31, 2021 and 
are valid for one year from date of pur-
chase at designated CFP waters.

Anglers who had typically purchased 
Community Fishing licenses have been 
moving over to General or Combo licens-
es in recent years. Since 2014, Commu-
nity Fishing license sales have declined 
by over 80 percent.

LICENSES, continued on page 12
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Don’t throw
e-waste away.
Bring it to us!
e-waste away.

4202 E Elwood St., Suite 12, Phoenix AZ 85040
(602) 314 6061  •  www.R3EWaste.com

After Hours & Emergency Contact (602) 317 3981

We recycle ALL used Electronics - Call (602) 314 6061 to schedule a pickup

Electronics Recycling

Flat Screen TV Recycling

Computer Recycling

Pickup Service

Get Fit for the Outdoors
Get fit with KJ Boots, they’re fun for the whole family.

PROVEN TO:
• Diminish Body Fat
• Improve Muscle Tone
• Provide Cardiovascular Activity to your heart
• Stimulate your lymphatic system, increasing your metabolism
• 80% reduced impact to your feet, knees, hips & lower back

www.AllinOneFitness.net

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! CALL 480-946-7511
In partnership with www.SaveYourJointsAmerica.com

Excellent for joggers, runners 
& marathon trainers  wanting 

to eliminate unnecessary 
stress to joints!

WANTED
Travel Trailers

Do you have a used 
travel trailer for sale? 

We have people calling 
who are looking to buy 
one.  

List it for sale in our 
FREE classifieds.

WESTERN
OUTDOOR TIMES
westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds

the worm. This lets the brass sinker click 
against the bead without putting pressure 
on the worm, as well as giving the worm 
more action when the rig is shaken.

Structure Dictates Type
The type of structure you are fishing, 

and the position of the fish on or around 
that structure dictates the type of doo-
dling that will work best. “Doodling is 
excellent for vertical structure,” says John 
Murray. “My favorite way to doodle a 
bluff is to stay right over it and move the 
boat instead of the worm.” He looks for 
a good piece of structure on the bluffs, 
like rocks or brush on a ledge at the right 
depth, then gets right over it and drops the 
worm down.

A Better Feel
“Doodling is shaking, not hopping 

or lifting,” he emphasizes, “you want to 
make as much noise and vibration as you 
can without moving the worm from the 
spot.” Murray has found that doodling 
works even better when you work uphill, 
so he will position his boat right over the 
structure, then drop his worm straight 
down. “You just shake the worm, then let 
it sit,” he says, “then you move it uphill 
a tiny bit and shake it some more.” He 
prefers to keep the line vertical so he can 
watch his graph — he gets a better feel for 
the lure that way.

All It Takes
Although bass fishing can be slow in 

the winter, an angler who knows what 
type of structure to look for and how to 
fish it can still manage to catch bass in 
cold water. All it takes is some brass and 
glass and a little finesse. n

MURRAy
Continued from page 9

Inexpensive To ‘Splurges’, 
Here Are Some Great Ideas

By JoHn anDerSon

It’s that time of year again – time for 
a list of fantastic gifts for shooters. There 
are so many – for some, you will need 
some information about the gun: make, 
model, caliber, whether it has a red dot 
sight. Just ask your shooter – they love to 
talk about their guns!

GIFTS UNDER $25
WINCHESTER SILVERTIP .22 

AMMO is a great stocking stuffer, mak-
ing a .22 rimfire pistol a valid choice for 
self-defense. It’s optimized for short bar-

that lets you carry a spare mag that looks 
like a pocketknife. It’s made in the USA 
and can be bought to fit just about any 
magazine. They run about $22 and you 
can get them online at www.1791leather.
com/product/snagmag. 

See them at www.warcat.com.
A-ZOOM Precision Snap Caps are a 

must-have for anyone who owns a shot-
gun. I don’t like storing my shotguns with 
the spring under pressure, so when I’m 
done shooting for the day, I insert a snap-
cap and pull the trigger. Just leave it in 
there until you want to use the gun again. 
Snapcaps are necessary when practicing 
dry-fire drills with your pistol as well. 
Some manufacturers say it’s okay to dry 
fire an empty gun, but I just don’t like to. 
Snapcaps are cheap enough, so why take 
chances? Snapcaps are great for practic-
ing weapon jams too. In classes they’ll 
have you load another student’s mag 
and slip a couple of snapcaps in there, so 
when the trigger is pulled it just clicks and 
nothing happens. Gives you a chance to 
practice your tap, rack, and roll technique. 
The pistol snapcaps are as low as $19.89 

for twelve, and the shotgun snapcaps are 
around $12 to $13 depending on gauge. 
Get them at www.opticsplanet.com/a-
zoom-precision-shotgun-snap-caps.html.

SWAB-ITS are a fantastic stocking 
stuffer because anyone who owns a gun 
has to clean that gun. In the old days we 
used cotton patches and Q-Tips, but those 
have a tendency to leave fibers stuck in 
tight places, plus you’d go through a lot 
of them every time you cleaned your gun. 
Swab-Its are foam swabs that are re-us-
able. They come in a variety of sizes and 
lengths so you can use them to clean vir-
tually every part of your weapon, even the 
bore. Their .22/.243/.30/.40 caliber rifle 
cleaning kit is only $22, and the handgun 
kit for .22 - .45 caliber is also $22. They 
also have a new kit for 12/20/28 gauge 
shotguns for $22 as well. They are a great 

SHOOTERS, continued on page 11

GIFTS FOR 
SHOOTERS

Winchester 
Silvertip .22 ammo

rels and tailored for common personal de-
fense firearms so it delivers the velocity 
needed to initiate segmentation on impact. 
The plating provided corrosion resistance 
and reliable feeding so you don’t have to 
worry about a gun jam at the worst pos-
sible moment. I had a bit of a hard time 
finding it, but you can buy it online from 
www.rogerssportinggoods.com for $8.99 
for a box of 50.

SNAGMAG CONCEALED MAGA-
ZINE HOLSTER is another great small 
gift. This is a discreet magazine holster 

The 1791 leather Snagmag

The Warcat Holster and The Wedge 
and Claw System

ALIEN GEAR HOLSTERS has been 
a favorite of mine since they introduced 
themselves at SHOT Show years ago. 
They make some of the most innovative 
and comfortable holsters around. Their 
newest brand is called WarcatTactical 
and they are designed and engineered for 
minimalists – super concealable and un-
believably reasonably priced. The Warcat 
IWB Holster is less than $18. Each hol-
ster is precision-molded for retention and 
comfort, and the claw and wedge are in-
cluded. These little devices attach to your 
holster to help it stay against your body 
instead of canting outwards. Very cool. 

Swab-Its



PORT TACKLE & TARGET

www.azbw.com  •  westernoutdoortimes.com  •  fl oridaboatingandwatersports.com December 2021  |  11

NOW ACCEPTING

DONATIONS

BOATS   |   CARS   |   GOLF CARTS   |   MOTOR CYCLES   |   MOTORHOMES   |   TRAVEL TRAILERS

DONATIONSDONATIONS
YOUR GENEROSITY BENEFITSYOUR GENEROSITY BENEFITS
• Local Veterans and 
 Service Organizations

• Pet Rescue Organizations

* Donations are tax deductible.
* Donations can only be accepted in Arizona at this time.

Send your vehicle information along with pictures to jim@azbw.com.

SHOOTERS
Continued from page 10

bargain, and your shooter will absolute-
ly love them. Buy them online at www.
swab-its.com.

$25 T0 $50
MAXPEDITION has a 

huge variety of bags, includ-
ing crossbody bags, 
backpacks, con-
cealed carry bags, 
even tote bags for 
shopping. They are 
always running 
BOGO sales 
and their stuff 
is tough, rug-
ged, well-made, 
and a lot of it 
doesn’t look 
tactical, which is 
great for those who 
would prefer to 
stay under the 
radar in public. 
Right now their 
Prepared Citizen backpack is just $49, 
which is a bargain for such a sturdy back-
pack. Check out all their bags and duffels 
at www.maxpedition.com.

MILSPIN PERSONALIZED BACK 
PLATES are the perfect gift for the guy 

who already has everything. These are 
made in America by veterans and they 
have an enormous variety of designs 
styles. The back plates run about $35. 
They also have mag base plates, most 
of which are about $45. If your shooter 
is a veteran, check out the huge variety 
of Armed Forces emblems they have for 
base plates. They also have Thin Blue 
Line plates and a lot more. Go to www.

milspin.com to choose the perfect one 
for your shooter.

$50 TO $100
ELIMISHIELD HUNT offers 

products for scent control – and 
that’s important for hunters, es-
pecially archery hunters. Their 
combo packs include The Starter 
Pack with a 1ea. 24 oz unscented 
detergent concentrate (good for 24 
loads), a 16-ounce hair and body 

wash, a 7-ounce Core Body Foam, 
and a 23-ounce Field and Gear Spray at 

a suggested retail price of $53.99. There 
are other combination packs available as 
well, plus you can buy the products sepa-
rately, of course. 

at-home shooting practice easy and fun. 
The system includes a target, phone 
mount, and laser cartridge. The laser car-
tridge is loaded into the chamber (and 
that is the ONLY cartridge in the gun!). It 
works in conjunction with the app and a 
phone holder and lets you practice shoot-
ing safely in your own home. The whole 
system is $99. The cartridge is designed 
without a rim so it doesn’t get ejected af-
ter fi ring, meaning you can just keep on 
going. Available are 9mm, .380 ACP, .40 
S&W, .45 ACP, .38 special, .357 SIG, and 
.223/5.56. Learn more at www.strikeman.
io. 

MAXPEDITION has a 
huge variety of bags, includ-
ing crossbody bags, 
backpacks, con-
cealed carry bags, 
even tote bags for 
shopping. They are 
always running 

tactical, which is 
great for those who 

Line plates and a lot more. Go to 
milspin.com
for your shooter.

wash, a 7-ounce Core Body Foam, 
and a 23-ounce Field and Gear Spray at 

a suggested retail price of $53.99. There 
are other combination packs available as 
well, plus you can buy the products sepa-

Maxpedition Pack

Milspin Custom Back Plate

elimiShield

Their Core Body Foam is made to con-
trol odor formed on human bodies and 
it’s the fi rst FDA-compliant direct-to-skin 
scent control. You can see the ElimiShield 
products at www.ElimiShieldHunt.com.

THE STRIKEMAN SYSTEM makes 

YANKEE THUNDER makes steel 
target kits that are really ingenious. They 
come with hanging targets and “Hang ‘N 
Hook” target stand brackets, along with 
hooks. All you do is get some one-inch 
conduit pipe, use the brackets to assemble 
the pipes into a sawhorse-shaped stand, 
then use the hooks to hang the targets. 
Now you have your own steel targets 
for target practice out in the desert, and 
when you’re done it all just comes right 
back apart and gets stowed in the vehicle. 
They’ve got a kit called The Contender 

yankee Thunder Metal Target Stand Kit

SHOOTERS, continued on page 12
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A R I Z O N A’ S
maps and more store

®

www.maps4u.com
After 35+ years at the same location,

our Phoenix Main Store has moved EAST.
The NEW Store is at

2133 EAST Indian School Rd, Phoenix, 85016.
Same phone number 602-279-2323.

Still on Indian School Road - Now on the eastside between
SR51 and 24th Street on the south side of the street.

You can also visit one of our
Mini-Store locations:

EAST VALLEY 480-348-8917
2155 E University Dr, Tempe, AZ 85281

Inside LowerGear Outdoors

NORTH PHOENIX 602-795-4868
17232 N Cave Creek Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85032

Inside Lookout Mountain Outdoors

Also located inside Changing Hands Bookstores
and now in Lake Havasu City at Southwest Kayak Center
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tion, as well as their licenses, draw results 
history and bonus points in their personal 
“My AZGFD Dashboard” section. For 
questions about creating a portal account, 
call the department at 602-942-3000 and 
press “7.”  

By The Numbers
• 31,789: The total number of hunt 

permit-tags issued.
• 63,918: The total number of those 

who applied for hunts or bonus points.
• 45,460: The total number of applica-

tions submitted.
All hunt permit-tags are expected to be 

mailed by Dec. 3.

Did You Know?
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

ment conserves and protects Arizona’s 
800+ wildlife species but receives NO Ar-
izona general fund tax dollars. Contribute 
to our on-the-ground conservation efforts 
at www.AzWildlifeHero.com. n

HUNT DRAW
Continued from page 9

Residents pay only $37 for a General 
Fishing license ($55 for nonresidents) as 
opposed to $24 for the Community Fish-
ing license, and have fi shing privileges 
at all public waters in Arizona, including 
CFP waters. Combination Hunt/Fish li-
censes are $57 for residents and $160 for 
nonresidents.

Fishing is a great way to spend time 
outdoors with family and friends and can 
also help reduce a family’s food costs, es-
pecially now that the prices for food and 
other goods have increased. A $37 fi sh-
ing license that is valid for 365 days costs 
roughly the same as 5 pounds of store-
bought catfi sh fi llets ($7.49/lb), or 3.5 
pounds of trout fi llets ($10.99/lb). It could 
easily pay for itself with a single day of 
fi shing.

For more information about the Com-
munity Fishing Program, visit www.
azgfd.com/fi shing/community. n

LICENSES
Continued from page 9

which comes with two 8-inch targets that 
is just $99.99 right now and as a bonus 
you get a free handgun sniper course. The 
Beginner Kit has two 4-inch targets and is 
priced at $69.99. They have other kits as 
well, with more targets and stand brack-
ets, plus targets of different shapes and 
sizes you can hang from the hooks. This 
is such a great idea! Check it out at www.
yankeethunder.com.

SPLURGE
SWAGGER BIPODS SEA12 (Ex-

treme Angle) 9”-12” bipods are a splurge 
indeed at just under $200, but I guarantee 
that any big game hunter would be over 
the moon to fi nd a set of these under the 
tree. What makes these bipods so awe-
some is the fact that they are fl exible so 
that you can follow the game without los-
ing the stability of having your gun on 
a bipod. You really have to see them in 
action to understand just what a game-

SHOOTERS
Continued from page 11

Swagger Bipod

changer they are. They also make longer 
bipods perfect for sitting and glassing, as 
well as shooting. Check them out at www.
swaggerbipods.com. 

RAPID® SAFE NIGHT GUARD by 
Hornady is a fantastic gift for a shooter 
who needs to keep his home defense 
pistol away from kids but readily acces-
sible. Looking like a typical alarm clock, 
this safe can be bolted down or use the 

included cable to keep it where you want 
it. There are three ways to open the safe: 
an RFID reader, user programmed access 
code, or mechanical key. It functions as 
a clock and even has two USB ports so 
you can charge your phone at night. AC 
and battery power make sure the contents 
are protected 24/7. The inside dimensions 
are 2.2” X 9.2” X 6.9” so it can hold your 
handgun with room for valuables as well. 
This is a great little safe that lets you keep 
a handgun hidden in plain sight. The price 
of the safe is $323.99. Go to https://www.
hornady.com/security/rapid-safes/rapid-
night-guard#!/ to see it in action. n

Hornady 
raPID(r) SaFe nIGHT GUarD

DECEMBER 2021ARIZONAHUNTING CALENDAR

Big Game Super Raffl  e Drawing Soon
CoMPIleD By MarGIe anDerSon

ARIZONA BIG GAME SUPER 
RAFFLE: If you win, you can hunt AZ 
big game species for 365 days. Get raf-
fl e tickets for elk, antelope, Coues, mule 
deer, black bear, desert bighorn sheep, 
buffalo, mountain lion, javelina, turkey. 
Go to www.arizonabiggamesuperraffl e.
com.Drawing to be held December 7, 
2021. Go to the website to see details 
about the raffl e and additional prizes and 
raffl es.

2021-22 Fees
General Hunting, resident: $37  Non-

resident: not available see combination
Combination Hunt and fi sh, resident: 

$57  Non-resident: $160
Youth combination hunt and fi sh (ages 

10-17), resident: $5 Non-resident: $5
Short-term combination license, resi-

dent: $15/day, Non-resident: $20/day
Community Fishing Licenses (aka Ur-

ban Fishing Licenses) are being phased 
out and will not be sold after December 
31, 2021. If you buy one for $24 (resident 
and non-resident), it is good for 365 days 
from the date of purchase. In 2022 a gen-
eral fi shing license ($37/resident, $55/
non-resident) will allow you to fi sh all 
waters.

There are also fees for permit-tags and 
nonpermit-tags. See the 2021-2022 Hunt-
ing Regulations at www.azgfd.com for 
details.

Report Vandalism: 1-800-VANDALS
Report poachers: Operation Game 

Thief 800-352-0700 rewards for informa-
tion that results in an arrest.

Be sure to check the hunting regula-
tions carefully before you hunt. Many of 

the following hunts have notes and legal 
requirements listed. You must check the 
regulations. Pick up a paper copy at out-
door stores, Game and Fish offi ces, or 
go online at www.azgfd.com and click on 
regulations to download thwe booklet. 
“Open areas” have restrictions beyond 
what is listed here. ALL HUNTS require 
a valid hunting license or combination 
license. Hunters under 10 need a license 
or they must be accompanied by an adult 
who possesses a valid license. Falconry-
only hunts require a Sport Falconry 
License. See regulations for daily lim-
its and bag limits. This calendar is for 
convenience only. You must read and 
follow the hunting regulations found in 
the booklets and pamphlets available at 
www.azgfd.com and at retailers where 
licenses are sold. 

Mountain Lion: Aug 21,2021 – May 
31, 2022 This hunt is held by zone, with 
zones having annual harvest limits. Sea-
sons vary by zone. When the limit is 
reached, the hunt is over in that zone. You 
must call to report kills or check hunts 

before going hunting. There are also ar-
chery and pursuit-only tags available. See 
regulations for details on weapons, fees, 
zones, etc. 

Small Game
Any tree squirrel except Mt. Gra-

ham red squirrel: Oct 1- Dec 31, 2021 
Open areas statewide.

Tassel-eared tree squirrel Unit 31: 
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021(year-round).

Tassel-eared tree squirrel Unit 33: 
Sept 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021.

Limited weapon tree squirrel, Shot-
gun shooting shot 11M: Oct 1 – Dec 31, 
2021 see regulations

Archery-only tree squirrel: Aug 20 – 
Sept 30, 2021 Open areas state wide ex-
cept 12A, 12B, 13A, 

Falconry-only tree squirrel: Aug 
20 – Dec 31, 2021 Open areas statewide 
excluding National Wildlife Refuges and 
Units 31 and 33)

See regulations for these hunts
Cottontail rabbit: July 1, 2021 – June 

RAFFLE, continued on page 18
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Contact Mike Wallace at (480) 228-7733 or triplewallproductions@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR OUTDOORSy TyPES 

They’ll Be So Happy To Unwrap Any Of These!
By MarGIe anDerSon

Need some stocking stuffer and gift 
ideas for your outdoorsy family and 
friends? Look no further – here are a 
bunch of great ones at all different price 
ranges.

spoon the coffee in, 
place it over a mug, 
and pour hot water 
into it. When it’s done 
dripping, remove the 
Pour Over and enjoy. 
You can simply rinse 
it quickly and make 
more. It costs less 
than $15 on Amazon. 
It’s also available as a 
kit with a Stanley mug 
that is big enough to 
hold 20 ounces of cof-
fee. The kit comes in green or white and is 
priced at $35, again available on Amazon. ideal for small camping and backpack-

ing supplies like salt and pepper packets, 
adhesive bandages, matches, charging 
cords, tea bags, coffee creamer…you get 
the idea. The best part is the price – there 
are three sizes priced at $7.99 to $12.99 at 
www.tacklewarehouse.com. 

Kenny’s Christmas Kit is a collection 
of great American-made fishing spoons 
by Al’s Goldfish Lure Company. There’s 
a kit ideal for panfish and trout for just 
$19.99 (four lures) and also a bigger kit 
with six lures great for bigger fish like 
bass and walleye. You can find them at 
www.alsgoldfish.com. 

This Stansport Kids Insect Catching 
Kit will keep your little scientist 
busy for hours. add the magnifying 
bottle for even more fun.

Under $25
STANSPORT knows it’s never too 

early to start kids on a love for the out-
doors, and they make it easy for you by 
providing fun stuff for your little ex-
plorers at great prices. For instance, you 
can get a Kids’ Insect Catching Kit for 
$25.99 and a Kids’ Magnifying Jar for 
10.99. That will keep them busy for quite 
a while. They’ve also got good gear for 
grownups as well. Check out all their 
products at www.stansport.com.

STANLEY POUR-OVER I have spent 
a lot of time and money finding ways to 
make coffee on camping trips and picnics, 
and I’ve tried all sorts of things. For a 
long time I’ve been using hanging baskets 
and metal cups, but now I’ve discovered 
the Stanley Pour Over system. It has a fine 
mesh stainless steel filter and you simply 

The Stanley 
Pour over is a 
fantastic way 
to make up 
to 20 ounces 
of coffee at a 
time. Kenny’s Christmas Kit — Made In USa

$25-$50
NOMADIK is a new twist on subscrip-

tion boxes: they offer outdoor-themed 
boxes that you can subscribe to for 1, 6, 
or 12 months. One month is just $32.99. 
Right now they have some bundle boxes 
available that don’t require a subscription 
and they look like such a fun gift. For in-
stance, they have a buy one, get two free 
offer on their metal mug candles – each is 
like two gifts in one, since after you use 
up the candle you have a great outdoor-
themed metal mug. Here’s an example: 
The Parks Safari bundle box is $39.99, 
with a value of $51.94. It includes com-
pact binoculars with pouch, a Parks Proj-
ect Respect Bandana, an AceCamp Map 
Compass, and Tosi Super Bites. Go to 
www.thenomadik.com to see all of their 
wonderful subscriptions and bundles.

TRUE SmartKnife – this is a small 
pocket knife with added features to make 
it a multi-tool without bulkiness and with-
out taking away its function as a great 
knife. The knife houses a bottle opener, 
bit driver with Phillips bit, three flat head 
screwdrivers, 6mm-14mm wrenches, 
wire stripper, a pry bar, a 2” ruler, and 
a 5cm ruler. All of this in stainless steel 
frame. Priced at just $34.99, it’s a very 
good value and a gift that any outdoors 
person will appreciate. You can find this 
knife and other TRUE tools at www.ne-
botools.com – search for SmartKnife.

$50-$100
BIOLITE’S AlpenGlow 500 is a 500 

lumen multicolor USB lantern that also 
has special effects like candlelight flick-
er or even an aurora borealis effect. Just 
shake the lantern to change and choose 
a dimmable cool or warm white light, 
candle flicker, single color, multicolor, 
or cycling color. This lantern is dynamite 
for camping because it offers both ambi-
ent and task-based light, and it has a re-

Biolite alpenGlow 500

The MyMedic Cycle Medic easily 
mounts to any post or bike frame. 
I put one on our Jeep door so it’s 
immediately accessible.

GIFTS, continued on page 15

nomadik offers a variety of 
monthly outdoor subscriptions and 
bundles, all of them a great value.

SPRO BOX Waterproof Tackle Trays 
aren’t just for fishermen. They are tough 
and rugged, and the adjustable divider 
system means you can divide the box up 
a number of ways, both horizontally and 
vertically. Since they are waterproof, they 
also keep dust and dirt out, plus they won’t 
pop open even if you drop them. They are 

SPro tackle boxes are perfect for 
hikers, cyclers, campers, hunters, 
and fishermen too! chargeable battery. Like other fantastic 

BioLite products, it also has a USB-out 
so it can charge your phone or power Bio-
Lite SiteLights. I love my little BioLite 
Camping Stove, and this AlpenGlow 500 
is at the top of my wish list. It’s $79.95 at 
www.bioliteenergy.com. 

MYMEDIC’s new Cycle Medic first 
aid kit is amazing. It’s packed in a small 
cylindrical bag that attaches easily to your 
bike’s frame or handle bars, and I also dis-
covered it will attach to the roof support 
on our Jeep so it’s instantly accessible. 
It’s designed with cyclists in mind, and 
has a variety of first aid supplies a cy-
clist or any outdoors person might need. 
It has everything you need to treat cuts, 



Tutoring, Editing, Writing
$50/hour

(4 hour minimum)
Carol Allen 

editor@azbw.com

As a college English teacher, editor, and writer of both

fiction and non-fiction for many years, I am available 

online (or by U.S. mail) for tutoring, editing, proofreading,

copyediting, and writing. I have skills in academic 

research at both high school and college levels and can

also assist those working toward their GEDs, those who

need help with resumes, and with both advertising and

proposals.

PORT LAND CRUISING
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With some restrictions, you are al-
lowed to go out in the following forests, 
find your perfect Christmas tree and cut 
down with your own hands. The outing is 
often a great family and friends event. It’s 
a great time to enjoy the cooler weather, 
get outdoors, and celebrate the season.

Christmas tree permits are available 
over the counter at many Forest Service 
offices. Supplies are limited. Since not all 
offices offer Christmas tree permits, and 
some offices may be sold out, call ahead 
for more details and to be sure the local 
office responsible for the area in which 
you are interested offers permits, and still 
has them available. Please contact the for-

est where you intend to cut for availability 
and details.

Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forests

• Christmas tree permits went on sale 
Oct. 14.

• Cutting dates are through Dec. 31.
• A permit costs $15.
• One tree per customer. 
• Tree height: 15 feet maximum.

Coconino National Forest 
• Permits went on sale Nov. 9.
• Customers choose between the Flag-

staff and Mogollon ranger districts.
• Cutting dates are through Dec. 31.

• A permit costs $15.
• One tree per customer. 
• Tree height: 10 feet maximum.

Kaibab National Forest 
• Permits went on sale Oct. 14.
• Customers choose among the Wil-

liams, Tusayan and North Kaibab ranger 
districts. 

• Cutting dates are through Dec. 31.
• A permit costs $15 per tree.
• Each customer is allowed five trees.
• Tree height: 10 feet maximum.

Prescott National Forest 
• Permits went on sale Oct. 14.
• Cutting dates are through Dec. 31.

A GREAT FAMILy OUTING

Cut your Own Merry Christmas Tree

• A permit costs $20.
• One tree per customer. 
• Tree height: 10 feet maximum.

Tonto National Forest
• Permits went on sale Nov. 9. 
• Cutting dates are through Dec. 31. 
• A permit costs $15.
• One tree per customer. 
• Tree height: 10 feet maximum. n

Tlaquepaque Shines For The Holiday Season
Annual Holiday Tree Lighting 
With A Visit From Santa

Friday, Dec. 3 from 5 to 7 p.m.: Enjoy 
a traditional tree-lighting, refreshments, 
local holiday entertainment, and Santa’s 
visit. Featuring music by the Sedona 
Charter School. This free event will take 
place at Tlaquepaque North and is spon-
sored by Tlaquepaque and Sedona Cham-
ber of Commerce and Tourism Bureau.

Festival Of Lights
Saturday, Dec. 3 from 3 to 8 p.m.: Few 

events in Sedona can boast 45 consecutive 
years of overwhelming success and holi-
day magic. Get ready for Tlaquepaque’s 
Festival of Lights, the beloved signature 
Sedona event, perfect for the whole fam-
ily. Come marvel at the arts village, beau-
tifully lit with 6000 luminarias, creating 
a warm, golden glow flowing over every 
courtyard, balcony and walkway. ‘Tis 
the season and the Festival of Lights will 
warm hearts and ignite the holiday spirit 
in everyone who participates. 

For your holiday shopping pleasure, 

the shops and galleries will stay open un-
til 8:00 pm. Admission is free—so is the 
hot cider, and, for your convenience, take 
the free trolley from the Uptown munici-
pal parking lot to and from Tlaquepaque 
from 3:00 to 8:00 pm. Everyone is warm-

ly invited to play their part in the lighting 
of 6,000 luminarias (at the stroke of 5:00 
pm). 

Live Performance 
By The Manhattan Dolls

Friday, Dec. 17 from 4 to 6 p.m.: 
The Manhattan Dolls originated in New 
York City in 2009 and are a swing-style 
female vocal trio with the sound of The 
Andrews Sisters. Walk in a “Winter Won-
derland” as The Dolls take you through 
all of your favorite Christmas tunes with 
gorgeous harmonies! So gather around 
and get ready to sing along as you “Rock 
Around the Christmas Tree,” schmooze 
with “Santa Baby” and take a quick ride 
with “Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer.” It 
certainly won’t be a “Silent Night” when 
the Dolls are singing.

Tlaquepaque Sweet Stroll
Saturday, Dec. 18 from 3 to 7 p.m.: 

Back for the eighth year, Tlaquepaque’s 
Holiday Sweet Stroll is a dazzling dis-
play of sparkling lights, fantastic enter-
tainment, sweet treats, and even sweeter 

holiday deals for the savvy shopper. It’s 
a free event and everyone is warmly wel-
comed to soak up a dose of holiday cheer.  
Tlaquepaque’s participating gallery and 
boutique shop owners are in a generous 
mood, so be sure to bring your best in-
ner shopper and enjoy great holiday dis-
counts, gifts-with-purchase options, and 
more. 

As you peruse the holiday treasures, 
you’ll be treated to homemade Christmas 
cookies, delicious chocolate truffles, can-
dies, hot spiced cider, eggnog, liqueurs, 
and did we mention the chocolates? Bring 
the kids as this is one event they will not 
want to miss. Not only will Santa drop by 
for wishes and photo ops, but your kids 
can also take selfies with the Grinch! Just 
like all seasonal Tlaquepaque events there 
is epic entertainment to strike the right 
holiday mood from  jazz, sweet flute, and 
violin performances to a Sedona favorite 
a cappella group. 

 For More Information
Call (928) 282-4838 or visit TLAQ.

COM. n

scrapes, blister, rashes, and everything in 
between. Its small size makes it perfect 
for your day pack or backpack as well. 
The Standard model is $37.46 and the pro 
model is $67.46. MyMedic has a huge va-
riety of First Aid Kits and First Aid sup-
pies. I keep one of their kits attached to 
my bird hunting belt and another in my 
day pack. We have a large one in the back 
of the Jeep. Check them all out at www.
mymedic.com.

STANLEY FRENCH PRESS is a great 
way to make enough 
coffee to fill your Stan-
ley Thermos for the day. 
With a 48-ounce capac-
ity and vacuum insula-
tion, it would be great 
for home as well. It will 
take two of my JetBoil 
cups to fill it, but since 
that only takes a cou-
ple of minutes, I went 
ahead and bought one 
these Stanley French 
Presses for myself. It 
sure beats having to fill 
our thermos one cup at a 
time. The French Press 
is available for $65 in 
white or green at www.
stanley1913.com or you 
can get green only for $52.27 at Amazon.

$100-$200
LAKESIDE JACKET by Jack Wolf-

skin is a mosquito-proof cotton jacket that 
is UPF 40+, windproof, water-resistant, 

and very breathable and soft to the touch. 
This makes it an ideal jacket for a boater, 
hunter, camper, or fisherman. The men’s 
version has four hand pockets, six chest 
pockets, and an inner pocket – enough 
pockets so a fly fisherman wouldn’t need 
a tackle box! The women’s has two hand 
pockets. They have adjustable hems and 
hoods so you can keep your field of vi-
sion, and it’s nice-looking too. It costs 
$119 - $199.95 at us.jackwolfskin.com.

OVER $200
SOMEWEAR GLOBAL HOTSPOT 

is a small, simple to use, dependable 

hotspot that de-
livers a range of 
off-the-grid com-
munication ser-
vices by syncing 
with your phone. 
It gives you 
2-way text mes-
saging via the 
Somewear App, 
weather reports, 
location sharing, 
and user tracking. It can also serve as a 

stand-alone emergency transmitter that 
can be activated without a phone and it 
will track you even if you are on the move 
or drifting in open water. Its low-profile, 
waterproof case is small and convenient, 
and it will pair with iOS and Android 
with an easy-to-use mobile app. Price is 
$279.99 and you can learn more by going 
to www.somewearlabs.com. A monthly 
subscription is required and prices range 
from $8.33/month to $50/month, and 
there is a one-time fee for start-up. n

COLORS
Continued from page 14

The Stanley 
French Press 
makes 48 
ounces of 
coffee and 
keeps it 
hot for four 
hours.

lakeside Jacket

Somewear Global 
HotSpot

BOXING DAY
D E C E M B E R  2 6
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WE ARE 
VFW POST 3513

AUXILIARY

VFW Post 3513
We are the largest VFW Post in Scottsdale and the only Scottsdale VFW Post with its 

own building for events. We are located one mile south of downtown Scottsdale.
7220 E Wilshire Dr, Scottsdale, AZ · (480) 941-9849

#AuxiliaryPatriotism

 
BECOME AN  AUXILIARY MEMBER.  
Contact Dorothy Callaway
dmcallaway@cox.net

VETERANS

village, a 50-acre circus, an arts & crafts 
fair, a jousting tournament, and a feast – 
all rolled into one nonstop, daylong ad-
venture. 

Where: Festival site is located east 
of Apache Junction on U.S. Highway 
60, just past Gold Canyon Golf Resort. 
(12601 East US Hwy 60) WHEN: Nine 
consecutive weekends, Saturdays, Sun-
days, and Presidents’ Day Monday, from 
February 5 through April 3. The Festival 

runs from 10AM until 6PM, open rain or 
shine. 

Tickets: • Adults (ages 13 and over): 
$30 • Children (ages 12 and under) $20; 
children 4 and under are always free. • 
Military adult and Seniors (60 and older): 
$27 (available only at the Festival Box 
Office) • Tickets can be purchased at Ba-
shas’ & Food City for $1 less 

Free Parking: Parking courtesy of Ba-
shas’ and Food City. 

For More Information: Contact the 
festival at 520-463-2600 or go to arizona.
renfestinfo.com. n

structor of the Year – Jessica Manuel
• Wildlife Habitat Steward of the Year 

– Ian Tomlinson
• North American Model Commission-

ers Award – Ben Avechuco
For more information about the Com-

mission Awards and a link to the banquet 

ticket order form, visit https://www.azgfd.
com/agency/commission/awards/.

The first Commission Awards event 
was held in January 1991. Since then, 
more than 400 people have been recog-
nized for their dedicated work toward se-
curing Arizona’s wildlife for generations 
to come.

Past Award Recipients
• 1991 – 2020 n

for a decade at a local storage yard, set 
sail once again. Long-time residents and 
visitors reminisced fondly about its past. 
Younger people for the first time watched 
as our region’s history came to life.

Originally ‘River Queen’
According to Today’s News-Herald, 

“The iconic paddle wheeler originally 
known as ‘River Queen’ and later renamed 
‘Dixie Belle’ operated on Lake Havasu 
from the early 1980s through 2011, pro-
viding daily service to the community, 
tourists and for private functions.”

Residents and visitors can see Dixie 
Belle at its new dock in front of the Lon-
don Bridge Resort. Visit the Dixie Belle 
website at dixiebellelhc.com for more 
information about cruises and dockside 
events.

USCG-Approved
Dixie Belle, originally built in 1983, is 

a replica of a 1800’s paddle wheeler. She 
has recently undergone a 10-year restora-
tion project and is opening for business 

late November early December 2021.  
The vessel is 60 feet long, 20 feet breadth 
with a 4.5 foot draft. She is a USCoast 
Guard-approved passenger vessel for up 
to 131 passengers and is inspected annu-
ally.  

Dixie Belle boasts a full cocktail bar 
and some of the best views of the sunsets, 
Lake Havasu City, and by far the best 
view of the world famous London Bridge 
being moored right next door.  She offers 
private charters for weddings, birthdays, 
anniversaries or any other events. (Dixie 
Belle does not have a kitchen on board so 
events can be catered by whomever guests 
choose.)  She will soon offer almost daily 
an educational, narrated tour around the 
island and under the London Bridge.

Note: The vessel is wheelchair acces-
sible with limitations but does not have 
100 percent wheelchair access.

Dixie Belle Is Lake 
Havasu’ s Hostess

Charters and group discounts are avail-
able. Reservations, cruise and ticket in-
formation are available by calling (928) 
453-6776, (928) 855-0888, or (866) 332-
9231. n

DIXIE BELLE
Continued from page 1

AWARDS
Continued from page 1

REN FAIRE
Continued from page 1

Heidi Fox

Frank and Cali are, obviously, a 
bonded pair. They are inseparable.

VETERANS AND KITTIES

The ‘VFW Alley Cat Project’ Has Brought 
Kitties, Vets, And Community Together

By MarIanne Cole
Secretary, VFW PoSt 3513 auxiliary 

In Scottsdale,Ariz., just south of Thom-
as Road, there resides a community of cats 
tucked away in the back parking lot and 
alleyway of the VFW Post 3513.  These 
cats live and lounge on three different 
three-and four-tiered cat houses brought in 
by caring members of the community. But 
when spooked, they disappear into their 
hiding places.

It was just two years ago when VFW 
Post Auxiliary members, spearheaded by 
Senior Vice President Jim Allen, made it 
their mission to care for the growing cat 
population. What started as an occasional 
feeding of the kitties became an all-en-
compassing labor of love for these feline 
friends.  

At first, a donation jar was put out at 
the bar, and in no time the Auxiliary and 
Post had collected enough money so that 
the mission soon expanded into a catch-
and-release program by which cats were 
trapped and taken to the local vet. There 
they were spayed or neutered, given shots, 
had their ears tagged, and released back 
into their home in the VFW Parking Lot. 

This endeavor became affectionately 
known as the “Alley Cat Project”. Before 
long, it had grown from a Post-member-
ship ministry into a whole neighborhood 
ministry in which neighbors reached out 
to also protect, feed, or shelter the cats. 

In fact, the neighbors and Post members 
have become such good friends that phone 
numbers have been exchanged and the Al-
ley Cat Project has also become a sort of 
Neighborhood Block watch.

Several of the kitties have had the 
good fortune of being adopted by VFW 
members and patrons. Many still need 
homes. One charming fellow, Frankie, 
has become the unofficial mascot at the 
post. He’s a beautiful black cat that boldly 
walks up to members as they approach the 
door.  He’s as good as a service dog with 
the kind of joy he brings to the veterans 
and our guests.

More information is available at https://
www.azbw.com/vfw-cat-rescue/ or jim@
azbw.com.

Members of other service organi-
zations are welcome.  If you are not a 
member of any of the veterans’ organiza-

Heidi Fox

Willy, nilly, and Brandon are the 
“tuxedo” kitties; they are becoming 
socialized.

tions but would like to visit us, just stick 
you head in the door and someone will 

sponsor you for a visit.
We have great food and fun activities. n



HALES MARINE SERVICE
BOATING TRANSPORTATION

MECHANICAL

We service all outboard 
and inboard motors from 
annual  service to engine 

repowers and drive 
rebuilds

SERVICES

Wheel bearing 
replacement, welding, 

bunk carpet and wiring.

TRANSPORTATION

Whether you are looking 
for a long haul or a short 

haul, we do it all.

STORAGE

Uncovred storage 
$125 per month

2101 W. Williams Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85027   |   (623) 879-7236   |    halesmarineservices.com 
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PORT WESTERN WILDLIFE

GRAND CANYON
Bison reduction operations are  
now complete for 2021 on 
the north rim of Grand 
Canyon national Park. 
In total, 36 bison were 
removed through live 
capture and transfer, 
and five were removed 
lethally, redu-
cing the impacts of 
the herd on the park’s 
water, vegetation, 
soils, and culturally 
significant sites and 
locations. For more 
information on bison 
management at Grand 
Canyon national Park, 
please visit: www.nps.
gov/grca/learn/nature/bison.htm.

It Takes A Village To Achieve Conservation Goals
By anna JoHnSon
aSSociate editor, 
arizona WildliFe VieWS

Citizen Science Opportunity: 
Counting For A Cause

Circles of friends. Circles of care. Cir-
cles of volunteers counting birds.

Yes, it’s true! Each winter since 1985, 
the annual Christmas Bird Count takes 
place in Arizona (and across the country) 
— in circles — to monitor bird population 
numbers and species in their expected lo-
cations.

Circles are “drawn” over regions of 
the state to divide land in segments small 
enough to manage counting. In early 
December — counts take place Dec. 14 
through Jan. 5 — Arizona volunteers are 
offered a free bird counting orientation 
(courtesy of the Arizona Field Ornitholo-
gists) so they know what to expect and 

Fish Department.
The Christmas Bird Count helps wild-

life managers and biologists look for pat-
terns and find differences from previous 
counts — some species may not be seen 
in their usual habitat or numbers may be 
low compared to prior years. The noted 
changes help biologists assess bird popu-
lations that drive conservation actions.

Volunteers Encouraged
By the end of October each year, 

Christmas Bird Count circle locations 
and registration information is posted to 
the azfo.org website where volunteers are 
encouraged to sign-up. They can attend 
counts with registered family and friends 
and will learn from experienced bird 
count coordinators and volunteers.

AZGFD Biologist:
John Hervert

John Hervert, terrestrial wildlife pro-
gram manager for the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department,  believes it takes many 
people cooperating with each other to 
achieve conservation goals.

He should know — he’s worked more 
than 37 years for the department.

“I worked as a biologist for the Uni-
versity of Arizona for five years prior, 
and I worked one year in Yuma — in my 
opinion, working in Yuma should count 
as two years due to the extreme heat,” 
Hervert said.

Responsibilities Change Frequently
His weekly responsibilities change fre-

quently and include monitoring southern 
Arizona water catchments after a storm to 
see if they’re operating properly, and sur-
veying units for pronghorn by airplane, 
reporting what was seen and documenting 
the results afterward. Most of the catch-
ments he monitors provide water for deer 

what to do when at their assigned loca-
tion.

All Skill Levels
Volunteers of all skill levels can par-

ticipate in one or more circles and choose 
the amount of time they want to spend in 
nature. “Some volunteers choose to count 
birds in remote destinations, their neigh-
borhood park or in their own backyard — 
every little bit helps,” said Chrissy Kond-
rat, a biologist for the Arizona Game and 

and bighorn sheep, and a few provide hy-
dration to Sonoran pronghorn.

“I became interested in this work at 
the age of 8 after my first encounter with 
an Arizona game ranger on a hunting trip 
with my father and brother. I asked my 
dad, ‘What do they do?’ I thought they 
were cool and looked like cowboys,” Her-
vert said. “Since then, I have wanted to 
work in this capacity.”

Hervert said the public would be sur-
prised at just how much wildlife manag-
ers learn every day from their work in the 
field. He likes to try new approaches and 
experiment as much as possible. “My fa-
vorite part of the job is seeing wildlife use 
a waterhole in the Sonoran Desert, know-
ing the role we play makes this possible.”

For Those Interested In This Profession
When asked how he would advise 

someone wanting to work in the same 
profession, Hervert said that finding a 
mentor is key.

“I had mentors who guided me to 
where I am today. It’s crucial. Arizona 
Game and Fish is eager to work with 
new people who are interested in wildlife 
conservation.” He suggests volunteering 
first and then focusing on animal physiol-
ogy studies to learn “what makes animals 
‘tick,’ how they adapt, and why they exist 
where they do.”

One of Hervert’s greatest memories 
on the job includes “capturing Sonoran 
pronghorn from a helicopter, placing ra-
dio collars on them and letting them go.” 
He said handling live wildlife “is always 
a treat,” even though on occasion the 
animals cause minor injuries to the team. 
“Laughter always reduces the pain.”

Spoken like a special kind of cowboy 
— one who’s home on the range to help 
wildlife. n

Desert roadrunner
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30, 2022 (year-round) Open areas state-
wide except National Wildlife Refuges, 
and 11M, 25M, 26M, and 38M. Any cot-
tontail.

Cottontail rabbit in Buenos Aires, 
and Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife 
Refuges:Jul 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 
(year-found) any cottontail rabbit.

Cottontail rabbit in Cibola, Havasu, 
and Imperial National Wildlife Refug-
es: Sept 1, 2021 – Feb 6, 2022 any cot-
tontail rabbit.

Cottontail rabbit in Kofa National 
Wildlife Refuge: Oct 15, 2021 – Feb 6, 
2022 any cottontail rabbit.

Cottontail rabbit in Leslie Canyon 
National Wildlife Refuge: Oct 15, 2021 
– Feb 24, 2022. Any cottontail rabbit.

Cottontail rabbit limited weapon 
(shotgun shooting shot):year-round. 
Open areas except National Wildlife Ref-
uges) any cottontail rabbit. 

Cottontail rabbit limited weapon 
shotgun shooting shot San Bernardino 
National Wildlife Refuge an Bill Wil-
liams River National Wildlife Refuge:  
Sept 1, 2021 – Feb 6, 2022

Falconry-only cottontail rabbit: 
year-round. Open areas except National 
Wildlife Refuges any cottontail rabbit.

Predatory And 
Fur-Bearing Mammals

Coyote and skunk: year-round. Open 
areas statewide except National Wildlife 
Refuges and Units 11M, 25M, 26M, and 
38M.

Coyote and skunk Buenos Aires 
Wildlife Refuge: year-round

Coyote, Cabeza Prieta National 
Wildlife Refuge: year-round

Coyote and skunk Kofa and Impe-
rial Wildlife Refuges: Oct 15 2021 – Feb 
6, 2022.

Raccoon, bobcat, foxes, ringtail, 
weasel, and badger Buenos Aires Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge: Aug 1, 2021 – 
March 31, 2022.

Coyote, skunks, raccoon, bobcat, 
gray fox, ringtail, and badger Leslie 
Canyon National Wildlife Refuge Aug 
20, 2021 – Feb 24, 2022

Coyote in 4A, 4B north of I-40, 
5A,5A, 5B, 8, 10, 12A, 12B, 13A, 13B, 
15A, 15B, 15C, 15D, 16A, 17A, 17B, 
18A, 18B, 19A, 19B, 20A, 31, 32, 42, 
and 44A: Dec 1, 2021 – May 31, 2022

Bobcats and foxes Cabeza Prieta 
National Wildlife Refuge Aug 1, 2021 – 
March 31, 2022

Coyote and skunk limited weapon 
(shotgun shooting shot): year-round. 
Open areas statewide except National 
Wildlife Refuges.

Raccoon, bobcat, foxes, ringtail, 
weasel, and badgerlimited weapon 
(shotgun shooting shot):  Aug 1, 2021 
– March 31, 2022 Open areas statewide 
except National Wildlife Refuges.

Pursuit-only raccoon: June 1- July 31 
2021 and April 1 – June 30, 2022. Open 
areas statewide except National Wildlife 
Refuges.

Other Birds And Mammals
House sparrow and European star-

ling: year-round. Open areas statewide 
except National Wildlife Refuges and 
Units 11M, 25M, 26M, and 38M.

Crow 1, 2C, 3A, 3B, 3C, 4A, 4B, 
5A, 5B, 6A, 6B, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11M, 17A, 
17B, 18A, 18B, 19B (excluding National 
Wildlife Refuges): Sept 1, 2021 – Dec 
31, 2021

Coati: Sep 1, 2021 - Mar 31, 2022Open 
areas statewide except National Wildlife 
Refuges and Units 11M, 25M, 26M, and 
38M.

Coati, Buenos Aires National Wild-
life Refuge: Sept 1, 2021 – March 31, 
2022

Coati, Leslie Canyon National Wild-
life Refuge: Sept 1, 2021 – Feb 24, 2022

Gunnison’s prairie dog: July 1, 2021 
– Mar 31, 2022Open areas north of the 
Gila River excluding National Wildlife 
Refuges, and Units 11M, 25M, 26M, and 
38M) 

All mammals EXCEPT game mam-
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mals, fur-bearing mammals, predatory 
mammals, bats, coati, black-footed-
ferret, New Mexico jumping mouse, 
Gunnison’s prairie dog, black-tailed 
prairie dog, jaguar, jaguarundi, oce-
lot, otter, porcupine and wolves: year-
round. Open areas Statewide (excluding 
National Wildlife Refuges, Units 11M, 
25M, 26M, and 38M) 

Jackrabbit Open Areas statewide in-
cluding Buenos Aires and Cabeza Prie-
ta National Wildlife refuges, excluding 
all other Refuges and Units 11M, 25M, 
26M, and 38M: year-round

Black-tailed Jackrabbit, Leslie Can-
yon National Wildlife Refuge: Aug 20, 
2021 – Feb 24, 2022.

Limited weapon (shotgun shooting 
shot) English house sparrows and Eu-
ropean starling: year-round. Open areas 
statewide except National Wildlife Ref-
uges.

Limited weapon (shotgun shooting 
shot) Gunnison’s prairie dog Unit 11M: 
year-round.

Limited weapon (shotgun shoot-
ing shot) All mammals EXCEPT game 
mammals, furbearing mammals, pred-
atory mammals, bats, coati, black-foot-
edferret, New Mexico jumping mouse, 
Gunnison’s prairie dog, black-tailed 
prairie dog, jaguar, jaguarundi, oce-
lot, otter, porcupine and wolves: year-
round. Open areas statewide except Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges.

Falconry-only seasons for Sparrows 
and Starlings, crow, coati, Gunnison’s 
Prairie Dog, others: see regulations.

Gary noon

Pheasant Hunting 
See azgfd.gov for info on where to 

hunt pheasants in AZ and limits.
Archery-only pheasant Oct 15, 2021 

– Feb 6, 2022 Open areas statewide except 
National Wildlife Refuges. Any pheasant.

Falconry-only pheasant:  Sept 13, 
2021 – Feb 6, 2022Open areas statewide 
except National Wildlife Refuges. Any 
pheasant.

RAFFLE, continued on page 19

WiLLiam H. maJoros

Quail Hunting
See regulations for limits and notes
Gambels, Scaled, and California 

quail: Oct 15,2021 – Feb 6, 2022. Open 
areas statewide except National Wildlife 
Refuges.

Gambels, Scaled, and California 
quailBill Williams River, Cabeza Prie-
ta, Cibola, Havasu, Imperial, Kofa, 
Leslie Canyon, and San Bernardino 
National Wildlife Refuges:Oct 15, 2021 
– Feb 6, 2022. 

Mearns’ quail: Dec 3, 2021 – Feb 6, 
2022 Open areas statewide except Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges.

Falconry-only quail: Sept 1, 2021 – 
March 3, 2022Open areas Statewide (ex-
cluding National Wildlife Refuges and 
Units 11M, 25M, 26M, and 38M) Any 
quail

Falconry-only quail 25M, 26M, and 
38M: Jul 1, 2021 – Mar 31, 2022 Any 
quail.

Dove Hunting
Dove hunters are required to have an 

Arizona Migratory Bird Stamp in addition 
to their hunting license.

Statewide late dove season: Novem-
ber 19, 2021 – January 2, 2022. Mourning 



www.azbw.com  •  westernoutdoortimes.com  •  floridaboatingandwatersports.com December 2021  |  19

doves only. Daily bag limit 15. Possession 
limit 45.

Eurasian collared doves may be 
hunted year round with no daily bag or 
possession limits. 

Chukar Partridge Sept 1, 2021 - Feb 
6, 2022. Any chukar. Open areas state-
wide except National Wildlife Refuges.

WATERFOWL AND SNIPE HUNT-
ERS ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE 
AN ARIZONA MIGRATORY BIRD 
STAMP AND A FEDERAL DUCK 
STAMP IN ADDITION TO THEIR 
HUNTING LICENSE. You can get an 
Arizona stamp where you buy your li-
cense. The Federal Duck Stamp is avail-
able at outdoor retailers, many national 
wildlife refuges, the Post Office, and on-
line through Amplex at www.duckstamp.
com. Call stores and post offices to make 
sure they sell them before you go.

Waterfowl And Snipe
Ducks including mergansers, coots, 

common moorhens, including white 
geese (snow, blue, and Ross’) and dark 
geese (Canada and white-fronted), ex-
cluding scaup: 

General Waterfowl: 
Oct 23, 2020 – Jan 31, 2021, Desert 

Zone: Those portions of Units 6 and 8 
within Yavapai County and Units 10 
and 12B through 46B.

Oct 2, 2020 – Jan 10, 2021, Mountain 
Zone: units 1-5, 7, 9, 11M, 12A, and the 
portions of units 6 and 8 within Coconi-
no County.

Scaup: Desert Zone November 7, 2020 
– January 31, 2021.

Scaup: Mountain Zone Oct 17, 2020 – 

Jan 10, 2021.
SNIPE: (see waterfowl for defini-

tions of Desert and Mountain zones)
Desert Zone: Oct 23, 2020 – Jan 31, 

2021.
Mountain Zone: Oct 2, 2020 – Jan 10, 

2021
SANDHILL CRANE hunting is by 

permit only. Hunts are in November and 
December. Apply online by June 8, 2020.

REPTILES A hunting or combination 
license is required for taking reptiles. A 
Fishing or combination license is required 
for taking softshell turtles. See regula-
tions booklet for list of legal reptiles and 
taking methods.

General Reptiles: year-round – see 
regulations for areas, limits, and closed 
areas.

BIG GAME HUNTING: see regu-
lations for information on hunts and 
dates. Big game hunting is by permit 
only. To see draw odds go to www.
azgfd.com/Hunting/surveydata/ 

Deer Hunting
We have two kinds of deer: Coues’ 

whitetail and mule deer. Hunting is by 
permit only. Resident permit tags are $58, 
non-resident $315. Apply online.Hunts 
vary in length and are in October, No-
vember, and December. Specialty hunts 
include archery, muzzleloader, CHAMP 
(Challenged Hunter Access Mobility 
Permit), and youth hunts. There are also 
archery-only non-permit tags that can be 
bought over the counter. See the regula-
tions for information about those permits.

Archery-only non permit-tag deer 
seasons are in August-September, De-
cember, and January. See the 2021-2022 
regulations for details.

Antelope
Seasons vary by unit and are in August 

and September. Antelope hunting is by 
permit-tag only. Applications for permits 
are generally in January.

Bighorn Sheep
Sheep tags are notoriously hard to get. 

Apply online. Season dates vary and fall 
in October through December. See regu-

lations. 
Spring Turkey applications were ac-

cepted through October 13, 2020. Tags 
will be mailed out by December 4. Hunts 
vary by unit and occur in April and May.
See the spring regulations for details. 
Archery-only nonpermit-tag required 
Turkey is Aug 20-Sept 9, in certain areas 
only. See regulations for restrictions and 
requirements.

Bear
General Bear seasons are August – De-

cember.
You can buy a non-permit tag for bear 

over the counter. Seasons vary by unit 
and units close when the quota is reached. 
You are responsible to call and report kills 
and also call before hunting to make sure 
the unit is still open. See regulations for 
details. There are also archery-only non-
permit tags and those hunts are in late Au-
gust through September. There is an an-
nual limit to female bear harvests in each 
area. See the regulations for info. 

Spring bear hunts are during March – 
May. Archery is May – July. Tags will be 
mailed out by December 4. See the spring 
regulations for details. 

JAVELINAFall javelina season is in 
October – December. Apply online. See 
regulations for info.

Archery-only nonpermit-tag javeli-
na Aug 20 – Dec 31, 2021 1, 2A, 2B,2C, 
3A, 3B, 3C, 4A, 4B, 5A, 5B, 6A north, 7, 
9, and 11M. See regulations

General nonpermit-tag required 
spring javelina July 1-Dec 31, 2021 39 
South, 40B, 41, 43A, and 43B. See 2021-
22 regulations for exclusions and regula-
tions.

Elk
Seasons vary by unit and are in Sep-

tember – December. Non-permit tags are 
also available and applications are gener-
ally in January. 

Bison
easons vary in length and are in No-

vember and December. There are also 
limited opportunity permits for general, 

muzzleloader, and archery. Those hunts 
also vary in length and are in late August 
– December. See regulations.Apply on-
line

Spring bison hunts are in January, 
April-June, July, and August, depending 
on unit. Tags will be mailed out by De-
cember 4, 2020.

Mountain Lion Aug 20, 2021 – May 
31, 2022 Statewide excluding National 
Wildlife Refuges, Mohave County Park 
Lands, and units 11M, 25M, 26M, and 
38M. Any lion except spotted kittens or 
females accompanied by spotted kittens. 

Archery-only mountain lion Aug 20, 
2021 – May 31, 2022 Units 11M, 25M, 
26M, and 38M. Any lion except spotted 
kittens or females accompanied by spot-
ted kittens. 

Pursuit-only mountain lion Aug 20, 
2020 – May 31, 2022Statewide exclud-
ing National Wildlife Refuges, Mohave 
County Park Lands, and units 11M, 25M, 
26M, and 38M. Any lion except spotted 
kittens or females accompanied by spot-
ted kittens.

See the regulations for mountain lion 
harvest limits. When the harvest limit is 
reached, that unit will close to hunting. 
You are responsible for checking online at 
www.azgfd.gov/lionhunting or call 1-877-
438-0447 before hunting to find out if 
management zones are closed. 

Nonpermit Tags – Purchase 
Over The Counter

Archery Turkey
Youth-only turkey
Bear
Mountain lion
Archery Javelina
Elk
Archery deer
Bobcat seal (for sale or export) 
See the regulations for information on 

these non-permit tags and prices.

Population 
Management Hunts

To be put in the hunter pool for popula-
tion management hunts, fill out the form 
found in the regulations. You need to re-
submit every year. n

don deboLd
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